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Francis Chan’s Rope Illustration 

 
1. Believe God is concerned about your true happiness. (17, 20, 21, 23) 
 
It all comes down to whether I really believe that God is good.  
 
This is the starting point of the gospel. God is the Supreme Good. 
 
God’s Word: Wall or bridge?  
 
You will make known to me the path of life; 
In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. - Psalm 16:11 
 
2. Our experience of true happiness is tied to true humility. (21) 
 
Your happiness depends on whether you are a wise guy (the proud independent) or a baby (the 
humble dependent; ie, believer).  
 
Faith is trust in the promises. 
 
Stance: Closed fist or open hand?  
 
But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to 
the humble.” – James 4:6 
 
3. True happiness rejoices in the promise of God for the future. (17-20) 
 
True happiness is shaped by the revelation of God for the future.  
 
Faith is trust in the promises. 
 
Joy Set Before You: Swing Low Sweet Chariot 
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy 
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart. – Hebrews 12:1-3 



4. True happiness rests in Jesus because of the past. (21-22) 
 
True happiness is shaped by the revelation of God of the past.  
 
Jesus is the double cure. 
 
Martin Luther and Satan’s lists 
 
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. – Romans 8:1 
 
5. True happiness sees the activity of God in the present. (23-24) 
 
True happiness is shaped by the revelation of God in the present.  
 
Faith is trust in the promises. 
 
Microscopic Activity: Can you see it? 
 
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose. – Romans 8:28 
 
Questions 
 
Do you believe God is concerned about your true happiness? 
 
Where are you looking for happiness? 
 
Do you see Jesus as the key to your happiness? 
 
Do you see the kingdom of God as the fulfillment of all that your heart longs for? 
 
Are you resting in Jesus? 
 
Are you hoping in God? 
 
Are you pursuing love? 
 
 
 

 
 
 


