
THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS
1 TIMOTHY 3:16

INTRODUCTION
This is one of the great verses of Scripture; it is the glorious truth of the True
Church Of Jesus Christ!  It is the truth that all true believers confess before the
world! 

It is the truth which the Church and its believers must never deny, neglect,
ignore, or question! 

It is the only truth that offers hope and salvation for man beyond the grave!

Deny and destroy this truth and all are lost and doomed to death forever!
Why?  Because all man-made and self-proclaimed truths end in the grave!

But this truth will never die, for it is the truth of God's unbelievable love, the
great "mystery of godliness."   The word “mystery” means “that which had
been hidden or concealed.” 

What is the “mystery of godliness?” This is the only reference to it in the
Bible!  But Paul says it is "without controversy," that is, it is indisputable,
undeniable, beyond any question when the facts are examined! 

This “mystery of godliness” is the truth that all genuine believers confess!
And that which is being confessed really happened! Paul shares six wonderful
things about the person of Jesus Christ! This is the mystery of godliness, the
mystery that has now been revealed to man!
I. JESUS CHRIST WAS GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH!

The word “manifest” means “revealed.”  God actually became a man
in the person of Jesus Christ. He actually partook of flesh and blood.
John 1:1-3–“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.   2 The same was in the beginning with
God.   3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any
thing made that was made.   

John 1:14–"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth."
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A.  Jesus Christ Identified With Man Perfectly! 
By becoming Man, He experienced all the trials and sufferings
of men; therefore, He is able to help and deliver men through
all the trials of life!
Hebrews 2:16-18–"For verily he took not on him the nature of
angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in
all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is
able to succour them that are tempted."

Hebrews 4:15-16–"For we have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."

 
B.  Jesus Christ Became Man In Order To Take Away The

Sins Of Men!
 1 Peter 2:24–“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body

on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed."

1 John 3:5–"And ye know that he was manifested to take away
our sins; and in him is no sin."

1 John 3:8–"For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that he might destroy the works of the devil."

 
C.  Jesus Christ Became Man In Order To Destroy Him Who

Had The Power Of Death, That Is, Satan.
Hebrews 2:14-15–"Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
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 The Incarnation is indisputable, undeniable, irrefutable!  It is a
historical fact:  God did come to earth in the person of Jesus Christ!
Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all
time. His "Laws of Evidence" for many years were accepted by all
States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating
cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when
one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his
"Laws of Evidence" to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf
agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of
the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would
be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the
examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the
review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as
his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United
States saying in part "I personally have investigated one called Jesus
Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically
accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a
human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the
evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having
concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour.
I urge all members of the legal profession to use the "Laws of
Evidence" to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you
find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as
your Saviour and Lord"

 1 John 1:1-2–"That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon,
and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (for the life was
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you
that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto
us)."

JESUS CHRIST WAS GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH.
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II. JESUS CHRIST WAS JUSTIFIED IN THE SPIRIT!
The word “justified” here means “vindicated.”

Though His own people as a nation rejected Him, Jesus Christ was
vindicated in the Spirit; for the Spirit empowered Him to do miracles
and even to raise the dead!

When Christ walked upon earth, He proclaimed that He was the Son of
God Who had come to earth to save all who would believe Him. 
But the vast majority of people did not believe Him! They denied,
ignored, neglected, rebuked, mocked, questioned, argued against,
and cursed Him!

Many tried to use Him in order to get what they wanted, and others
plotted to murder Him! But He was truly the Son of God; therefore, the
Spirit of God vindicated Him; the Spirit of God proved His claims!
How? The Spirit of God did three things!
A.  The Spirit Of God Enabled Christ To Live A Sinless And

Perfect Life! 
The one thing that man knows is this: no man can live a sinless
life!  If a perfect life could ever be lived, it would have to be
lived by God Himself as a Man, and this is exactly the point!
Christ proved that He was the Son of God by living a sinless
and perfect life!

 John 8:46–"Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the
truth, why do ye not believe me?" 

2 Corinthians 5:21–"For he hath made him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him." 

Hebrews 1:8-9–"But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of
thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with
the oil of gladness above thy fellows"
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Hebrews 4:15–"For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin."

Hebrews 7:26–"For such an high priest became us, who is
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the heavens."

Hebrews 9:14–"How much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God."

1 Peter 1:19–"But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot."

1 Peter 2:22–"Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth." 

1 John 3:5–"And ye know that he was manifested to take away
our sins; and in him is no sin." 

 
B.  The Spirit Of God Vindicated Christ By Giving Him The

Power To Do The Mighty Works Of God!
Christ worked so many miraculous works of healing and
ministry that John could only say that the world itself could not
contain the books if they had all been recorded! (John 21:25)

 The point is this: no mere man could do the works that Christ
did. Only God Himself could perform the kind of miracles
Christ did. Therefore, the very works of Christ were the proof
that He is who He claimed: the Son of God Himself!

 
John 2:11–"This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of
Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples
believed on him." 

Page 5 of  11

THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS
1 TIMOTHY 3:16

John 3:2–"The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him,
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no
man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with
him.”

John 10:25–"Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed
not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness
of me." 

John 10:37-38–"If I do not the works of my Father, believe me
not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works:
that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in
him” 

John 14:11–“Believe me that I am in the Father, and the
Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake."

John 15:24–"If I had not done among them the works which
none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they
both seen and hated both me and my Father"

 
C.  The Spirit Of God Vindicated Christ By Raising Him From

The Dead!
Men crucified Him upon the cross. He gave up the ghost and
died!  But He was truly the Son of God; therefore the Spirit of
God proved His claim by raising Him up from the dead!

 Romans 1:4–"And declared to be the Son of God with power,
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the
dead."

Ephesians 1:20–"[The power of God] which he wrought in
Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his
own right hand in the heavenly places."

1 Peter 3:18–"For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit."
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III. JESUS CHRIST WAS SEEN OF ANGELS!
The angels are heavenly beings created by Christ who have always
seen and beheld Christ since their creation!

 
In fact, they are the very ministers of Christ who have been created to
carry out His will in the other world, the spiritual world or spiritual
dimension of being!

Therefore, it is only natural that the angels were involved when Christ
came to earth to save man. They were involved...
·  in the preparation for His birth (Luke 1:26f).

·  in His birth (Luke 2:8-13).

·  in His temptation (Mark 1:13; Matthew 4:11).

·  in His trials (Luke 22:41-43).

·  in His resurrection (Matthew 28:1-7).

·  in His ascension (Acts 1:9-11).

Angels are the ministering spirits of Christ who saw all that happened
to Him. They saw Christ in His fullness as He came to secure our
salvation! 

The point is this: angels are living beings who have lived with Christ in
a real place since the time of their creation!  

Heaven and angels are real! 
There is a real world, a spiritual world and dimension of being

where God and Christ actually exist.  
And the angels have testified of Christ.

Page 7 of  11

THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS
1 TIMOTHY 3:16

IV. JESUS CHRIST WAS PREACHED UNTO THE GENTILES!
Christ came to the Jew first.  But after his rejection by the Jews, He
was preached to the heathen Gentiles.

This is a glorious part of the "mystery of godliness": that Jesus Christ
came to save all people, even the heathen—those who knew absolutely
nothing about God and are so immoral, depraved, and corrupted, and
so hopeless and helpless in life!

Christ is not the exclusive Savior of the Jews nor of any other nation
including America!  He is the Savior of all people and all nations, both
Jew and Gentile alike!

 Matthew 24:14–"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in
all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come." 

Matthew 28:19-20–"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 

Mark 13:10–"And the gospel must first be published among all
nations."

Mark 16:15–"And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature."

Luke 24:47–"And that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." 

Acts 1:8–"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."

Revelation 14:6–"And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people."
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V. JESUS CHRIST WAS BELIEVED ON IN THE WORLD!
This was the very purpose for the Incarnation, the very reason why
Jesus Christ had come to earth: that those who believe on Him might
be saved to live with God eternally!

Note this: when Christ left earth and ascended into heaven, there were
only one hundred and twenty who were following Him and who began
to share the Gospel!

But within fifty years every known nation of the world had been
touched for Christ. Thousands upon thousands had accepted
Christ—so many in fact that Paul declared that the Gospel had been
carried to the ends of the world!

 Romans 16:26–"But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made
known to all nations for the obedience of faith."

Colossians 1:6–"[The gospel] which is come unto you, as it is in all
the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day
ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth"

Colossians 1:23–"If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and
be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard,
and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven;
whereof I Paul am made a minister"

 
The point is this: what is the difference between the witness of the
early believers and our witness today?  Why were they able to reach so
many and we seemingly reach so few? 

They truly believed on Christ; they rested their past, present, and future
upon Him! They cast their souls and lives upon Him! They totally
committed their lives to Him! They gave Him all they were and had! 

That kind of belief is for the most part missing today! The belief that
so many have today is just a shallow belief about Christ: that He is the
Saviour of the world! 
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However, having a belief about Christ is not the same as believing on
Christ!  Just having a belief about Christ is not turning one's life over
to Him and it is not casting one's being, all that one is and has, upon
Him!

The glorious "mystery of godliness" is that a person can be saved by
believing on Christ—really believing, trusting, and resting on Him!

 
VI. JESUS CHRIST WAS RECEIVED UP IN GLORY!

This is a reference to the ascension and exaltation of Christ! 

He has been exalted as the Supreme Majesty of the universe, as Lord
of lords, and King of kings!

He is the God of the universe who rules and reigns over the universe in
glory and majesty, dominion and power! 

Jesus Christ has completed the great work of salvation!  He has been
taken back into heaven, back to the very place from which He had
come!

He sits at the right hand of the Father, and He sits there upon the throne
of heaven until the day His Father will send Him to return to earth and
bring human history to its climactic consummation!
Mark 16:19–"So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was
received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God."

Luke 22:69–"Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of
the power of God."

Acts 1:9-11–“And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld,
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.   10 And
while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two
men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.”   
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Ephesians 1:20–"Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him
from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly
places." 

Philippians 2:7-10–"But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every
name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth."

VII. JESUS CHRIST WILL RETURN IN GLORY!
This is the last of the “mystery of godliness” that is not mentioned here
because it is yet future! It is still a “mystery” to us in the usual sense of
the word as we use it!  Yet, it has been revealed to us in God’s Word!

All the others have taken place and may be verified historically!
This last one we might call “future history!”
Mark 14:62–“And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of
heaven.”   

Matthew 24:30–“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.”   

Luke 21:27–“And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory.”

Conclusion
The question is, “What will we do with this great “mystery of godliness”?

We need to be sharing it with a lost and dying world because the points that
make up this great “mystery of godliness” are what show Christ for who He
really is!
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