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Sometimes in the newspapers famous people are  interviewed and one  question often 
asked is, “What time in history would they like to visit,” an interesting question? I 
wonder what time in history we would like to visit, I think I might be  rather greedy, and 
want to go to two or three different times. But  I would be very interested in is the time of 
the  passage that we read this  morning from  1 Chronicles 29. To have heard David pray 
that prayer would have been a wonderful thing.  Here was a man was moved by the Spirit 
of God who wanted those things recorded for us, and so we  read them this morning. 

David got everything ready for the temple, and said to his son Solomon, “There it is, 
there's all the timber and there's all  the materials that you need.” God had  told him he 
couldn't build it but his son could.  David didn’t get upset but did all he could to help 
Solomon.  Sometimes the Lord doesn’t allow us to do all that is in our hearts and we have 
to be careful not to simply take our bat and ball home, but rather seek what the Lord does 
want us to do, and help those who may do what we wanted to do.

Having wanted to have been there when David said those words, I would also like  
permission to linger a little longer, to hear  Solomon  when the temple is complete.  

We read his words in 2 Chronicles  chapter 6 in verse 14, he said, “O Lord God of Israel 
there is no God like thee in the heaven nor in the earth which keeps covenant and shows 
mercy unto thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart.” And he continues to 
pray as his father had  prayed at the opening of the temple. 

As we get down  to chapter  7, verse 1, “Now when Solomon had made an end  of 
praying, the fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offerings and the 
sacrifices and the glory of the Lord filled the house,” there's a place I would like to be, 
“and the priests could not enter into  the house of the Lord because the glory of the Lord 
filled the Lord's house, and when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down 
and the glory of the Lord was upon the house, they  bowed themselves with their faces to 
the ground upon the pavement, and they worshiped and they praised the Lord saying: For 
He is good, for His mercy endureth forever.” 

It's interesting in a day when people are pushed backwards, that when we read in the 
scripture that the Spirit of God comes down in great power,  people fall to their faces, and 
the words they say are often in a similar vein, “God is good, and his mercy endureth 
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forever.” It's a realization of all the goodness of God and a realization that we only know 
his goodness, because of his abundant mercy.  

In this passage we learn something else that God decided to reveal about himself. We 
read in 1 Chronicles 29 in verse 11, where David is addressing the Lord,  and he says 
these words, “Thine, O Lord is the majesty.,” if you forget all else I say this morning then 
try and remember that little phrase, “Thine, O Lord, is the majesty.” 

If I gave you all a piece of paper and said, “jot down all the attributes of God that you can 
think of, words that describe his character.” I suggest perhaps, that “majesty ” would not 
be one that would  appear  on there that frequently. We might know that, but it isn't 
something that we might first think of. And in my mind when we're looking at this series 
of “Knowing God,” to talk about the “majesty” of God might fall  way down the list 

As far as I recall, I have only seen the Queen in the flesh twice, and she has never, spoken 
to me, and I don't expect that she ever will, but if any of us did meet her no doubt we 
would refer to  her, as “Your Majesty.” That's etiquette, that's the way we would address 
her. It's a word that's reserved for kings and for queens, it's a special word, a word that we 
are familiar with and yet we really have an occasion to use it. 

I want us to see this morning for a little while what God is telling us by  using this word 
and how we can learn about it’s impact on our lives. Because the danger is, we say, 
“Well, ok you’re going to tell us that God is referred to as majestic, so what?” But we 
have to stop for a moment and remind  ourselves that these things God has revealed about 
himself, govern the way we think and live.  The more you understand about the love of 
God, the wrath of God, the mercy of God, and the things we've been looking at, 
particularly how God is everywhere, how God is all-powerful. Those things as they go 
into our minds and our hearts, effect the way we think, and make decisions, as well as the 
way we behave, and do things.   And that's one reason they are there, that we might know 
about God, and knowing about him affects the way that we live, and how we understand 
the issues around the world. The way we look at the nation of Israel, when we look at the 
disasters in the world, when we look at the immorality in the world, when we look at the 
economic situation in the world, when we look at all the war that’s going on in the world, 
we look at it through the eye of scripture, through the filter of a knowledge of knowing 
God. 

And we will see things very different to non-Christians, and I say this with great love and 
respect, you will see things differently to people who are Christians, but don't actually 
study God's word.  

We also see that when people in scripture were stopped by God, for whatever reason,  
and were shown some of these things, they were made fit for service. Take the example 
of Moses, in chapter 34 of Exodus, in verse 5, it says, “The Lord,” that is Jehovah, 
“descended in the cloud, and stood with Moses, and proclaimed the name of Jehovah. 
And the Lord passed before him, and this is what he proclaimed, Jehovah the Lord, is 
merciful, he is gracious, he is long-suffering, he is abundant in goodness and truth, he 
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keeps mercy, he forgives iniquity and transgression and sin, he will in no means clear the 
guilty, he will visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, upon the children's 
children. 

Moses made haste bowed his head, and worshiped. He bowed his head toward the earth 
and worshiped, and that's another example about what I was just  referring to, but, did 
you get that? God himself, was telling Moses about what? His goodness, his 
graciousness, his attributes, the things that we are looking at on these Sunday morning. 
And it was following that that Moses was buoyed up,  wasn't he? He says, “Okay, we can 
continue now, we can continue in leading this rabble across the wilderness,” and God did 
that. 

In Isaiah, chapter 6, Isaiah there, comes and he has this vision in the temple, doesn't he? 
He sees the seraphim they cry out, Holy, Holy, Holy, he has this great vision of the 
holiness of God. What happens after that? He's proclaimed, you see, concerning the 
holiness of God, and the voice comes and says, “Who will go for me?” He says, “Here 
am I, send me.” Because when he had a revelation of a great attribute of God,  he was 
ready to go. So, these things affect us. 

Now then let’s get on to our main point. 

1 The majesty of God in his person. 

People around the world use the name of God but we know it is usually as a swear word. 
Sometimes they  have adjectives to describe him but again, they use it in a derogative 
fashion. One of  the unusual words to describe God is “majestic,” it not a word that often 
falls from our lips, but majestic is something that's something  else, if you like, that marks 
God as being very, very different. We might refer to our royalty as “their Majesties,” as a 
mark of respect, but the majesty of God is something beyond that. As we use the word 
sparingly for royalty, we use it even more sparingly for the great and holy and majestic 
God. 

The Hebrew word for majesty in the Old Testament has in other places in the Old 
Testament been translated “greatness.”    Majesty it's goodness in it's highest form. It's 
used to express the thought of the greatness that alone belongs to God. We read in Psalm 
145,  “The Lord reigneth, he is clothed  with majesty. I will speak of the glorious honor 
of thy majesty.” The Psalm is threaded through with that word. 

Now when we refer to the word majesty, and let's use it in a more colloquial way at the 
moment, for our own Sovereign, perhaps, when we say that she is “her Majesty,” we 
don't just mean that she is majestic in the way that she walks, or she is majestic in the 
way that she speaks, we mean it relates to all that she is, it's the Queenship isn't it? It's 
something more than just one thing. 
Now let us elevate that to God. When we say that he is the majestic God, it's an over-
arching thing, it is something that he is, and  other things about him lock in to that. It's 
one of those attributes, if you like, that over-arch who he is, and what he does. He is 
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majestic through and through. His greatness, the scripture says, is past finding out. We 
can use the word “majesty” there, his majesty, his majesticness, his kingship is past 
finding out. 

But you know it's a wonderful thing that as great and majestic and holy as our God is, we  
may know him in person. He's not unapproachable as an earthly king or queen, and we 
know that the royalty in our land are more open more than they have been in years past, 
but you and I both know that if the Queen, I don’t know whether she is in Windsor or 
Buckingham Palace, but if we went there this  morning and we knocked on the door and  
said we'd just like a word, please, we know that we would just be turned away as some 
kind of strange person, there's no way you can just turn up and have a word with the 
Queen, they are unapproachable. 

In days past, kings and queens were rarely seen at all, they were protected from all 
outside danger. And even those in the court circle might only get a glimpse of the king or 
queen from time to time, they were very protected. And they had good reason to be at  
times. It was something about earthly monarchs that they were inaccessible. And if you 
read about some, we think of I suppose, Henry the VIII, he’s one of the most famous, that 
each year, when the weather was suitable he would go on a progress, he would go on a 
journey to a certain part of the country. And part of his doing that was to show people 
that the King was still  here, he's still on the throne, and you subjects needed to see this. 
But not many of them saw the King. They saw hundreds of wagons taking all his wealth 
around with him and they'd know that he was in a lodge somewhere hunting or whatever, 
but he was not accessible. 

But my friend, the wonderful thing is that our great and glorious King is ever near. We 
may speak to him, we've done that this morning haven't we? We've spoken with God, we 
have sung our hymns and  we have praised him, we have had access through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

God is not an abstract  concept. Some people would say, “Well, I believe in God but he is 
kind of a higher concept, it's a great force.” But our God is one that is known, our God is 
one who is seen in the face of the Lord Jesus Christ, who, you remember, it is said he is 
prophet, priest and king.  

Tozer writing on this  passage said, “These things remind us that God is not a mere 
cosmic principle, impersonal and indifferent, but is a living person, thinking, feeling, 
actively approving of good, and disapproving of evil, and interested in his creatures all of 
the time. Our great and majestic God.  And you know when we think of the Lord Jesus 
Christ coming into the world, and  all that he did, yes he laid aside much of his glory, he 
laid aside  much of his majesty. But, it's there if you want to see it.   

We think of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, born in a manger to sorrow and shame. But 
for those that know him, as we gaze upon that babe we see, as the scripture says, “All the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily.” There is something majestic about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We can say concerning the babe in the manger, “Thine, O Lord, is the majesty.” 
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We think of him walking around the streets of Israel, healing the sick, even raising the 
dead, and we see a great majesty. And we hear the voice of our Lord in the gospels, and 
we see, we hear, a great majestic voice. 

We see him nailed to the Cross, and left to die. But for the people of God, it's a wonderful 
sight, isn't it? I was thinking this morning, knowing  I was going to say at the beginning 
of the sermon,  that I would like to have been  taken to that point in history were the 
materials were ready for the temple, and then when the temple was opened, I was 
thinking, “What about being at Calvary, would I have liked to have been there?” And I 
was still of an open mind about that, you know, it's something to think about. Yes, I 
would  love to be there with the knowledge that I have now, and yet, what a heart 
breaking scene it would be, to see the Savior, the Son of God, and know who he was, and 
to see him die, and then to realize that suffering, real suffering and pain and anguish, 
more than I could even take in or understand, and it's for me. Perhaps it would be more 
than we could bear, to be at the cross. I don't know, it's something to think about. 

But I would tell you this much, that if we were taken to the cross, and we know what we 
know now, if we  knew that we were counted among the Lord's people, and his blood was 
being shed for us,  “Thine, O Lord, is the majesty.” That would be something, wouldn’t 
it? God on the cross, and yet, majestic. 

Did you know that in ignorance, they not put a sign of majesty upon the cross? “Jesus, 
King of the Jews.” In their ignorance, they highlighted the majesty of the one who was 
dying. 

And then we think of the glorious resurrection morning, there's another place we might 
like to have been, we see the women after the resurrection sending a message to the 
disciples, and Peter.  Oh, at the sight of the risen Savior, Thine, O Lord is the majesty. 
The power that rose Jesus from the dead, his own power, the triune power, and to realize, 
this is our great and glorious God walking in the garden, mistaken as the gardener. Oh, he 
is majestic in all his person.

2 The majesty of God in the world. 

We know that as Christians we see the handiwork of God in every flower, every tree. We 
look up at the stars, we know too as we read the news that God moves in the hearts of 
kings. 

But, you know, Isaiah, in that passage that we read in chapter 40 brings out the majesty of 
God  in relation to the world in very vivid terms. Isaiah was writing to a people who were 
spiritually despondent, for a long time things had been against them to such an extent, 
that some  who knew the Lord wondered if things would ever turn again. We can easily 
get into that situation, we see things very despondent in our land today. We thank the 
God for small things, small mercies and blessings, but we see how different it is today 
than what  it was  a few years ago. And some people might say, “Will it ever change 
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again?” We don't know, but what we do know is that the Lord  is coming and there's a 
bigger change. 

But the great remedy that the Lord applies here is to show the people and to remind them 
of his glory, his majesty and his greatness.  And so in that passage he shows his majesty 
or greatness, remember they’re interchangeable words in other places here, he shows his 
majesty in the things that he’s done. And if you want encouragement this morning then 
be encouraged first to hear in the things that God has done, he says in verse 12 of chapter 
40 that we read, “Who has measured the waters in the hollows of  his hand? Who let out 
the heavens? Who understood or comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure? Who 
weighed the mountains, who weighed the hills in a balance? Who directs the spirit of 
God? Who has been his counselor? Who instructed him, who showed God 
understanding?” Isn't that encouraging? No one did. He didn't need to,  he's self-sufficient 
in all of those things. This is our great and majestic God in all that he has done. 

We see the nations around us today, the preseident of  North Korea,  he's stomping his 
feet, wanting to make a  noise. We have the President of America who indeed has great 
power and needs great wisdom, we see our own Prime Minister, we see elections in Italy 
now bringing in a new government. All around the world, you can study the different 
nations to see the state of flux that they’re in. What does God say about the nations? 
Verse 15 of that reading, “The nations are as a drop in a bucket,” that's what God says, 
that's how he sees the world. But, my friends as Christians, that's how we see the world, 
as a drop of a bucket, they are accounted as small dust of the balance. He takes up the 
isles, they're a little thing, “Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof for a 
burnt offering.” All the nations before him are as nothing. Nothing. That's how God 
views it. And they are accounted to him, he says, “as less than nothing.” It's as if the Lord 
really wants to make a point, are they like dust? “No,” he says, “they’re nothing.” 

Verse 22, it's God that sits on the circle of the earth. “And the inhabitants,” he says, 
“they're like grasshoppers.” He says he  stretched out the heavens as a curtain. There's 
lovely pictures on the internet this week, from the Hubble telescope, it's still doing 
whatever it's doing out there, and they're going to send another one off  in a few years 
time, and there are tremendous pictures, so many light years away, or whatever. God 
says, “That's a curtain, ” that's the work of his fingers. He spreads them out, he says, just 
like a tent to dwell in. God's majesty over the world.

And then is his majesty over great people. Verse 23, he says, “He brings the princes to 
nothing, he makes the judges of the earth as vanity.” And we could go on.  But let's look 
back a few years, I know that you younger ones can't do that so much, but think of, is it 
Kosygin, think  of President Ford, Mao over in China, people who were around not so 
long ago, but they've already faded away.  Mrs. Thatcher's time has been revived by her 
death, but her name will sink back into history, it will soon fade away. 

I mentioned during the week that Heather and I were in London beside Parliament, and 
we walked to Ten Downing Street, and I thought, well, the Prime Minister would be very 
familiar with these streets, just a short stroll or  drive, to Parliament, etc. I thought of all 
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the other Prime Ministers that would have walked that path, whether you  go back to 
Gladstone, or more recently perhaps, to Atlee or McMillan, Wilson, etc., they've all gone, 
haven't they? They were important in their day but their day and their fame has passed.

And then he says in verse 26, “Lift up your eyes on high and behold who hath created 
these things, he brings our their host by number, he calleth them all by names, by the 
greatness of his might.” Now that is amazing, because elsewhere, he talks about the stars 
that no man can number. And that's true. If you look back in history, of the study of 
astronomy, go back to the fifteen hundreds, there were those who said there were so  
many stars. And a bit later that they realized there were a lot more. And then a lot more. 
And now they do seem to  admit that there is even more than that, and there’s more and 
we don't know how many there are. 

It says here, “He brings out their host by number.” God knows, he only knows, how 
many stars there are, he created them. “By the greatness of his might, for he is strong in 
power,” he says, “not one fail us.” Isn't that tremendous? 

And then he uses these things to confound those who say that the Lord has passed them 
by. Verse 27, he says, “Why sayest thou, O Jacob and speakest thou, O Israel,” this is 
what they were saying, “My ways is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over 
from my God.” It's almost as if they were saying, “Well, has God really taken notice of 
us anymore? And as for judgment, well, where is God's judgment?” People say that 
today, don't they? They're not Jacob and Israel, although some in those lands would say 
that, of course. But the world at large, they're really saying, “Well, God has passed us by, 
if he ever existed at all, and, you know, well, does  it really matter any more? We're just 
going to carry on.” God says, “Just look all around you, who do you think did all this?  
Who do you think did all this?”

My  friends, God is so  majestic, he's so great  over all of these big things set out in Isaiah 
40, but also in respect of little things. Think of his love for his people. He even marks the 
sparrow’s fall. God he says, look up and look all that I have done in the heavens but I 
also mark the sparrow’s fall. And how many sparrows there are  that fall? 

Elsewhere we read,  He careth for you.” Yes, he cares for the whole Church, he cares for 
so many people, he cares for all that goes around the word, but he particularly says, “He 
careth for you.” It's a wonderful thing in all his majestic love. 

So, the majesty of God in his person, the majesty of God in the world.  

3 The  majesty of God  in the future. 

There are many ways that the majesty of God is currently seen but mostly by God's 
people. Others might have to wait for the day of his reckoning. John wrote of that day in 
Revelation 1, “Behold, he cometh with clouds, every eye shall see him, they also which 
pierced him, all kindreds of the  earth will wail before him, every eye will see him,’ 
everyone will realize the majesty of God. 
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Zechariah the  prophet, he sees that day, and says, “The Lord shall be King, the Lord 
shall be King over the whole earth. And in that time, there shall be one Lord, and his 
name One.” There will be a day when everybody around the world, who is on the world 
in that particular time, will realize that there is a King over the earth. Scripture says, “He 
will reign in Jerusalem.” And that King is our great and glorious God. 

Revelation 4, John sees there, he says, “I saw a throne, and one sat upon the throne, and 
round about that throne were four and twenty elders sitting clothed in white, they fell 
down  before him that  sat on the throne, they worshiped him that lives for ever and ever, 
they cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Worthy art thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory, and honor.” That word “honor” is translated “majesty” elsewhere. “Thou 
art worthy to receive the  glory, and the  majesty and the power, for thou hast created all 
things, all for thy pleasure they are, and were, created.” And that's the one that everyone 
will have to give an account before. 

Our great and glorious God who came in swaddling clothes, will then be clothed in what 
we might call, dreadful majesty. There is an awesomeness about the majesty of our God. 

And there will be no hiding place for those who now rail against him. Nor will there be a 
hiding place for those people who just get along quietly with their lives, but ignore the 
gospel call and do their own thing. We shall see him in all his majesty, King of kings, and 
Lord of lords. And there will not be one atheist, there will be not one agnostic, all will 
believe, for all will see him as he is. They will hear him, they will see him, and they will 
be judged by him. 

The majesty of God then in all his person.  The majesty of God in the world, and the 
majesty of God that we shall see in the future. 

And what can we do with these things? 

My friends, let the Lord's people walk worthy, in that the Lord grants a measure of his 
majesty to you. That's a wonderful thing, isn't it? Psalm 149, the psalmist is writing about 
a future time, and he says that “He will come to execute upon kings and nobles the 
judgment written. This honor hath all his saints.” This honor. The word “honor” is the 
same word translated “majesty.” The Lord is saying in part, that the people of God will 
share in the majesty of God as we shall share something of the glory of God. As our Lord 
said in John chapter 17, it's something that now belongs only to God. But never forget, 
that one of the great eternal objectives of the Godhead, was there would be a people 
redeemed in glory where he would be able to share his glory and his majesty. Oh, that we 
might be worthy of that! 

My  friends, we might have not yet have reached the palace, the Lord Jesus Christ said, “I 
go to prepare a place for you, in my Father's house are many mansions.” We have not yet 
got to the palace, as it were, but, we're in Christ, and we're going to the palace, and we 
have been made sons and daughters of the King of kings. Now, my friends, we need to 
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walk out there, as sons and daughters of the King. We need to think like sons and 
daughters of the King. 

And then  let's look to him for strength and indeed for all we need.  I wonder if Prince 
Charles ever feels a little bit poor, if he did, he could always go to Mum, couldn't he? Did 
you ever feel a bit poor in some way or another? Go to the heavenly Father, the King of 
kings, he’s got far more wealth than our earthly majesty.   Our God shall provide all your 
need according to his riches in glory.    

We read in the last part of our reading in Isaiah 40, verse 28, “Hast thou not known, have 
you not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, he faints, neither is weary, he gives power to the faint.” Do you feel faint 
sometimes? Are you weary sometimes? He gives power as our sovereign can’t give us  
power, only our great majestic God can do this. He gives power to the faint, to them that 
have no might, he increases strength, the youths shall faint and be weary, the young men 
shall utterly fall. Get this, no matter how old you are now, the youth might fall but it is   
those that wait upon the Lord whatever their age, that shall renew their strength. 

But there's a little  more here. You know, if you don't know him as your Savior, the Lord 
says you are without strength. We may gain strength here while waiting upon him, but if 
you know not the Lord, whatever state you may be in physically, you are without 
spiritual strength or even life.   Physical exercise profiteth little, there's a little gain in 
physical exercise, but Godliness is great gain for this life and the life to come. 

You know when we think of the Savior when he came, though we see majesty in him, as 
far as he is concerned, in many ways, he laid his majesty to one side. He came that he 
might bleed, that he might die and bear our sin. 

Well, on what are you depending on this morning?” You can't depend on a baptism, 
water never saved anyone. You can't depend on confirmation, a slip of paper doesn't 
saved anyone. You can't depend on coming along to church, chapel or wherever, church 
attendance never saved anyone. You can't even depend on reading the Bible as the actual 
means of salvation, or prayer. If that were possible, Christ wouldn't have come, he would 
have just said, “Well, baptize in water, sign this bit of paper, turn up at church, read the 
Bible, and don't forget to pray,” and that's that done. No, he had to come. He had to live 
the life he did. He had to die. He had to bear your sin. He had to suffer. He had to feel the 
vileness of your sin and my sin too. And in doing that he laid aside much of his kingship 
that he might become like you and I. 

Well, may the Lord so help us who profess the name of Christ to walk as sons and 
daughters of our great, majestic God. Thine, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and 
the glory and the victory and the majesty. Amen.
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