
“Increasing our Faith” 

John 2:11 

(Preached at Trinity, May 3, 2017) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  
twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 
Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. Chapter 2 begins with the Wedding feast at Cana. It is a continuation of Chapter 1 

covering the first week of Christ’s public ministry in Galilee.  

2. Weddings in the first-century were major events and could last as long as a week. The 

groom was usually responsible for the expenses of the wedding. During the night of the 

ceremony the groom and his friends would go to the bride’s house and escort her and her 

attendants to the groom’s house.  

3. We find several points of significance in this passage.  

A. First, we find Jesus attending this joyous occasion. This young couple was 

beginning their life together and it was a great time of celebration. Wine was 

served and all were enjoying the occasion. Jesus entered into their joy. It is good 

to enjoy the blessings of God’s grace in this life. 

B. Second, we find the graciousness of Christ. He wasn’t interested in a public 

display of His power, but He did have an interest in the situation with this 

newlywed couple. It is significant that this was the occasion of His first miracle. 

He demonstrated His gracious concern for this embarrassing situation.  

C. Third, we find Jesus taking this occasion to teach the passing of the Old Covenant 

and the arrival of the New. Verse 11 begins, “This beginning of His signs.” 
1. A sign is something that points to a reality greater than itself. Something is 

being symbolized in this miracle of changing the water into wine. 

2. In Chapter 1 John has described the failure of Judaism. They did not 

recognize their Messiah. They rejected Him. 

3. The lack of wine paints a picture of the condition of Judaism when Jesus 

arrived. It had become empty, joyless, meaningless. It was form without 

substance. The changing of the ceremonial water into wine symbolizes the 

passing of the Old Covenant and the joyous arrival of the New Covenant.  

4. There is something further we need to see here in Verse 11. On one hand Jesus was not 

yet interested in a great public display of His power. He told Mary in Verse 4, “My hour 
has not yet come.” On the other hand, we read in Verse 11 that He “manifested His 
glory.” This also had a particular design.  

 We read, “And His disciples believed in Him.” 
 The word for believed is pisteu,w which is the verbal form of pi,stij the word for faith. 

 In other words, the disciples demonstrated faith in Christ. 

5. But didn’t they already believe in Chapter 1? 

John 1:49 NAU - "Nathanael answered Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God; 
You are the King of Israel.”  
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6. As we read in Verse 2 they were already His disciples, so how is it that John declares 

they “believed” in Verse 11?  

Simply this: While they were already believers there would be endless times in their life 

when their faith would be increased.  Among other purposes of Christ in this miracle, 

Jesus designed it as a means of increasing the faith of His followers.  

a. As Jesus manifested His glory before them their faith was increased. This is true 

for all of us. As we experience Christ in our lives our faith grows. 

b. At one point Jesus will rebuke them, "Why are you afraid, you men of little 
faith?" But he didn’t leave them in unbelief/ 

7. I title tonight’s sermon, “Increasing Our Faith.” We all desire greater faith, but few see 

any active role in the increasing of their faith. What are some of the ways our faith is 

increased? We’ll look at it generally and then apply it particularly to our text. 

 

I. Our faith is increased through what we call “the ordinary means of grace.” 

A. By “means of grace” we are talking about the ordinary channels of grace that God 

has provided to His people in the Christian life. 

1. Charles Hodge: The word grace, when we speak of the means of grace, 

includes three things: 

 a. An unmerited gift, such as remission of sin 

 b. The supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit 

c. The subjective effects of that influence on the soul.  For example, 

faith, hope, and love are graces. 

2. The ordinary means of grace includes prayer, the Scriptures, and the 

Sacraments. All of these are used of God to increase our faith. 

 B. How is our faith increased through prayer? 

1. In prayer we experience the presence of God. The Holy Spirit engages us 

in prayer.  

 a. He increases our assurance of faith 

Romans 8:16 NAU - "The Spirit Himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are children of God"  

   b. He leads us in prayer 

Romans 8:26-27 NAU - "In the same way the Spirit also 
helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the 
hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God."  

2. In prayer our faith is increased, our hearts are assured, and our minds are 

comforted. In prayer we find peace and comfort and our anxieties are 

removed. 

Philippians 4:6-7 NAU - "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.  7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."  

  3. We should pray for greater measures of faith. 

   The apostles prayed in Luke 17:5 – “Increase our faith!” 
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 B. Our faith is increased through our daily intake of the Word of God 

  1. It was the means by which we were granted saving faith 

Romans 10:17 NAU - "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
by the word of Christ."  
James 1:21 NAU - "Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all 
that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, 
which is able to save your souls."  

2. God comforts and assures our hearts through His Word. He teaches and 

edifies us through His Word. The Word of God is the chief means by 

which we will grow and our faith increased 

3. We grow in our knowledge of God through His Word. As we know Him 

more we trust Him more and learn to rest upon His promises.  

 C. Our faith is increased through the Sacraments 

1. Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper assuring us of His presence and 

increasing our faith in His atoning sacrifice. 

The Lord’s Supper reminds us that He will come again 

1 Corinthians 11:26 NAU - "For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes."  

  2. Baptism is a solemn reminder of what God has done for us in salvation 

It reminds us of our union with Christ in His death, burial, and 

resurrection. Observing this sacrament reminds us of God’s saving grace 

and assures us of our union with Him. 

 

II. Not only is our faith increased through these ordinary means of grace, God uses His acts 

of Providence to strengthen and increase our faith. 

 A. Christianity is an experience of God’s grace 

  1. We are on a journey towards our eternal rest 

  2. Christians are admonished to keep our sights on eternity 

Colossians 3:1-2 NAU - "Therefore if you have been raised up 
with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on the things above, not 
on the things that are on earth."  
Philippians 3:20 NAU - "For our citizenship is in heaven, from 
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;"  
James 5:8 NAU - "You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is near."  

B. As we go through life God continually brings us through many trials and 

situations that remind us of our helplessness and His great power. 

1. The disciples would be taken through storms and constant reminders of 

His power. 
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  2. How the calming of the sea must have affected their faith 

Matthew 8:24-27 NAU - "And behold, there arose a great storm on 
the sea, so that the boat was being covered with the waves; but 
Jesus Himself was asleep.  25 And they came to Him and woke 
Him, saying, "Save us, Lord; we are perishing!"  26 He said to them, 
"Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?" Then He got up and 
rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm.  27 
The men were amazed, and said, "What kind of a man is this, that 
even the winds and the sea obey Him?"  

3. Peter’s faith was put to the test and strengthened as he began to sink 

beneath the waves. 

Matthew 14:25-31 NAU - "And in the fourth watch of the night He 
came to them, walking on the sea.  26 When the disciples saw Him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, "It is a ghost!" And 
they cried out in fear.  27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid."  28 Peter said to 
Him, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water."  
29 And He said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked 
on the water and came toward Jesus.  30 But seeing the wind, he 
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save 
me!"  31 Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of 
him, and said to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?"  

4. It was a long hard journey. Sometimes they were slow to learn and 

comprehend. 

Mark 6:52 NAU - "for they had not gained any insight from the 
incident of the loaves, but their heart was hardened."  

5. They had to step outside their comfort zone and learn that the one who 

promised, “Lo I am with you always” can be trusted always.  

6. What we find here in John 2 is an early example of the strengthening of 

their faith as they continued their life in Christ. 

John 2:11 NAU - "This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him."  
a. They had already believed. They were convinced Jesus was the 

Son of God, that He was the Messiah. But until now they hadn’t 

seen His great power. 

b. When they first believed in Him Jesus told them: 

John 1:50 NAU - "Because I said to you that I saw you 
under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater 
things than these."  

c. This was just the beginning 

 C. All of us can testify of the faith-building events of our life 

1. I’ve testified before how gloriously God provided for my family during 

the five years before I became your senior pastor. Living from week to 

week without regular pay is a faith-building experience. God continually 

proved Himself faithful. 
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2. The experience of receiving and renovating this facility was tremendously 

stressful for me. There were daily issues to resolve. There were challenges 

that put us four months past the completion date. But God was gracious 

and my faith was increased.  

a. I was reminded of God’s graciousness and mighty hand in hearing 

our prayer in 1999 after a season of corporate prayer and fasting. 

b. Our previous location was never meant to be the permanent 

location of our church.  

c. But God’s blessings often come through great difficulty  

3. The trials of today prepare us for future trials.   

   Through all of the trials of King David he could only testify 

Psalm 18:2-3 NAU - "The LORD is my rock and my fortress and 
my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield 
and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  3 I call upon the 
LORD, who is worthy to be praised, And I am saved from my 
enemies."  
Psalm 18:17 NAU - "He delivered me from my strong enemy, And 
from those who hated me, for they were too mighty for me."  

    (But they were not too mighty for God) 

4. God wants us to trust Him. He wants us to rest in Him. He takes notice of 

our faith and He brings us through life’s journeys to strengthen our faith.  

1 Peter 1:6-9 NAU - "In this you greatly rejoice, even though now 
for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various 
trials,  7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than 
gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found 
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ;  8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and 
though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly 
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  9 obtaining as the 
outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls."  
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Conclusion: 
1. Every Christian begins his journey as a baby in Christ. Our faith can be weak and small.  

Again, these very disciples would be rebuked of our Lord,  

"Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?"  
2. Even the greatest of saints may sometimes be discouraged 

 A. The Bible gives us many examples of righteous men falling into spiritual unrest 

1. As with every believer, although David possessed an inward peace and 

rest of soul, there were times when his peace was interrupted 

Psalm 42:11 NAU – “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why 
have you become disturbed within me?” 

  2. Job was a man described by God as being righteous yet he became weary 

Job 10:1 NAU - "I loathe my own life; I will give full vent to my 
complaint; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.” 

  3. Elijah the prophet became discouraged as Jezebel sought his life 

1 Kings 19:4 NAU – “But he himself went a day's journey into the 
wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he 
requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, 
O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.” 

 B. Saving faith can still be a weak faith 

1. We can possess a trust in Christ.  We can have an absolute confidence in 

His redeeming sacrifice.  We can have assurance in our knowledge of Him 

and find great comfort in our soul. 

2. We can have this comfort and see the evidence of Divine grace in our lives 

and still have times when our faith is quite weak.  

 So God is continually building and strengthening our faith. 

2. From meager beginnings may each of us grow to become mighty in faith.  

But remember this. Great faith isn’t about empowering us. Great faith actually recognizes 

our weakness. Great faith is about recognizing His greatness.  

John 2:11 NAU - "This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him."  


