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LET THE STORM BLOW YOU HOME!  

Psalm 107: 1-43 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Myriads of storms are raging in lives all over the world in 2015. Many of you can 

attest that you are facing spiritual or emotional hurricanes, tsunamis and tornadoes 

yourself. Be certain whatever the storms are that you face, no matter how fiercely 

the winds are blowing your vessel, no matter how long the hurricane has been 

raging, God’s purpose in the storm is not the same as the enemy’s purpose. The 

enemy hopes to capsize and drown you in your storm. The Lord wants the storm to 

blow you home. Even when we are disobedient to the Lord as Jonah was, that is 

still God’s purpose in our disobedience. The people with Jonah on board ship got 

caught in Jonah’s storm as he was running away from God and God’s will. When 

we run from God, it affects our family, our children, and our church family. The 

storms in our lives interrupt our plans, but never God’s plans. He uses life’s storms 

to be part of His amazing plan for our lives. Don’t abandon ship. The winds, the 

gales, and the hurricanes of life that seem to be blowing us off course, God will use 

to blow us home to where we belong if we’ll trust Him.  

 

Psalm 107 begins Book Five, the last Book of the Psalms. The five books of the 

Psalms have amazing parallels to the first five books of the Bible. There are five 

books in the Pentateuch. 177 chapters in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 

Deuteronomy. There are five books in the Psalms—150 chapters. Numbers is the 

fourth book of the Pentateuch--the Book of the Wilderness Journey on the Exodus. 

We just finished Book Four that begins with the prayer of Moses, the man of God. 

It was written by Moses in the wilderness on the way to the Promised Land. The 

end of Book Four in the Psalms in Psalm 106 ends with a record of the sins of 

Israel in the wilderness on the way to Canaan. Deuteronomy, the fifth book of the 

Pentateuch is the second declaring of the Law and the preparation for entering the 

Promised Land. Book Five of the Psalms begins today in Psalm 107 with the 

history of Israel rebelling against the Word of God—Psalm 107: 11, just as Moses 

in Deuteronomy recounts the rebellion of the children of Israel in the wilderness. 

We read, “For they had rebelled against the words of God.” In Psalm 107: 20, we 

read that God “sent out His Word and healed them and delivered them from their 

destruction.” God used the awful storms to blow them home as they cried for help. 

 

Pastor Steven Cole in Flagstaff, Arizona told a story that fits Psalm 107 to a tee. 

Here is the story: There was a terrible shipwreck at sea. Only one man survived, 

the sole survivor. He pieced together a raft from the ship’s cargo and drifted to a 

deserted island. There, he constructed a makeshift shelter, a hut where he lived on 

what little food he salvaged from the wreckage. Time after time the man tried in 

vain to attract the attention of passing ships. Finally, one ship approached more 
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closely to the island. Hurriedly, he lit a signal fire. To his dismay, the ship passed 

by. It was quickly fading from sight. Accidentally, not watching his fire, the flames 

set the thatched roof of his hut on fire. The man watched helplessly as the last of 

all of his provisions burned to ashes. All was lost, he thought. Then he noticed the 

ship turn around and approach the island. The crew rescued him. Once on board, 

he thanked the captain and asked him, “What caused you to turn around after you 

passed me by?” The captain answered, “We saw the smoke you made by setting 

your shelter on fire.” The very awful accident that seemed to seal this man’s doom 

led to this man’s amazing delivery. God often uses the storm to blow us home.  

 

In Psalm 106, which ends Book 4, the psalmist cried out to God, in verse 47, 

saying, “Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from among the nations, that we 

may give thanks to Your holy name and glory in Your praise.” Now notice in the 

introduction of Psalm 107, it seems the psalmist is the same unnamed psalmist who 

wrote Psalm 106. His request for salvation was answered. He cried out in Psalm 

107: 1-3, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love 

endures forever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He has redeemed 

from trouble and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from 

the north and from the south.” Beloved, to receive help from God, the psalmist 

learned and he is teaching us that he and we must come to the end of ourselves and 

cry out to God for His undeserved mercy, favor, salvation and deliverance. Psalm 

107 has a sermon quality to it as if it were a preached sermon. The psalmist is 

preaching about people in trouble, in difficult trials and circumstances, who 

become overwhelmed by their problems, problems beyond their power to solve. In 

desperation, they call on God for help in prayer. God in every case, hears their 

desperate cries and answered their prayer with His mighty provision. After 

deliverance, the psalmist calls them to praise the Lord for His mighty miracles.  

  

As we examine and meditate on this psalm, let’s notice the five people groupings 

in Psalm 107—(1) Crying And Fainting Desert Wanderers Who Have Lost Their 

Way —vs. 4-9, then (2) Crying And Rebellious Prisoners Shackled In The Shadow 

Of Death—vs. 10-16, then (3) Crying, Sick And Afflicted Sinners Drawing Near 

To The Gates Of Death—vs. 17-22, then (4) Crying Sailors Staggering Like 

Drunkards In A Storm At Sea—v. 23-32, and lastly (5) Crying Humbled Rich Folk 

Who See-Saw From Riches To Poverty—vs. 33-42. In every case, the psalmist is 

calling out his theme of God’s steadfast love as well as His redemption from the 

hand of the enemy. In all five of these groupings, the psalmist speaks of each group 

coming to the end of themselves and seeking God’s face before He hears from 

heaven and goes to work through their problems and their storms to bring them 

home to Him. Let’s examine each of these five people groupings. We can easily 

identify with them all. The idea of God’s redemption comes after the trapped and 
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afflicted folk in each of these five groupings fell under the domination of the 

enemy. In hopeless bondage, we cannot free ourselves. When we are in bondage, 

we need a Redeemer and a Deliverer to free us. That’s when God listens and hears 

our cries and performs His mightiest miracles. What are these five groupings and 

five storms in life that God wants to use to bring us Home to Him? 

 

CRYING AND FAINTING DESERT WANDERERS WHO HAVE LOST 

THEIR WAY. (I.) Notice verses 4-7. “Some wandered in desert wastes, finding 

no way to a city to dwell in; hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 

Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and He delivered them from their 

distress. He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to dwell in.” This 

group of wanderers were lost in the wilderness, aimlessly looking for a city, but 

wandering in circles and confusion. They know they are lost, and like homeless 

transients, they have no address or reason for security or stability. They have no 

city to call their home. Hungry and thirsty and fainting from exhaustion, these 

people who can’t stand the stench of their own month long times of no home and 

no bathing, these desert wanderers finally come to the end of themselves. Finally 

they cry out to the Lord in their trouble, v. 6, and God delivers them from their 

distress and He leads them to a city to live and dwell in, a city where He supplies 

their needs. Some of us here today may be represented by these desert wanderers.  

 

Spiritually, some of us here today are lost, groping for meaning and purpose, 

without God and without hope. You’ve found no lasting, genuine meaning in life. 

You’re aware that your lives are ebbing away, and you notice age in your faces. In 

these few short years we all have lived, it’s amazing how few of us yet know how 

to face eternity. Living apart from God, we are lost and without hope. Some of us 

here today may even be having a good time wandering from place to place, 

unwilling to admit that we are lost. Someday soon, the fun and games will stop and 

the band will stop playing. The buzzer will sound that the game is over and we will 

be left all alone, facing eternity without God and without hope. The psalmist is 

telling us to get help from God by realizing that we are lost. Then we must give up 

our own efforts to find the way, by calling out to the Lord. He will lead us to 

Himself for Jesus is our City of Peace. When we find Jesus to be our City of Peace, 

it’s time to praise the Lord. Notice the psalmist’s advice to the desert wanderers. 

Notice verses 8-9. “Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast love, for His 

wondrous works to the children of man! For He satisfies the longing soul, and the 

hungry soul He fills with good things.” Are you a desert wanderer unwilling to ask 

God for help? Men, we are slow to stop and ask for directions. Come to the end of 

yourself—cry out to God in your distress. Don’t wait until your life is 

disintegrating before your eyes. Cry out now! Are you hungry and thirsty for the 

Lord? Cry out now to Jesus. Secondly, there’s another grouping: 
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CRYING AND REBELLIOUS PRISONERS SHACKLED IN THE 

SHADOW OF DEATH. (II.) Notice verses 10-14. “Some sat in darkness and in 

the shadow of death, prisoners in affliction and in irons, for they had rebelled 

against the words of God, and spurned the counsel of the Most High. So He bowed 

their hearts down with hard labor; they fell down, with none to help. Then they 

cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. He 

brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and burst their bonds 

apart.” Not all spiritual storms are caused from being straying and wandering 

sheep. Some of our worst storms however are when we set our face against God’s 

Word, His will, and the wooing of His Spirit. When we stand in the face of God’s 

Word, will and His promptings and wooings, we often find ourselves in prison. If 

we aren’t out in the detention center or in the big house in Rawlins, we still are 

imprisoned in our rebellion as we stonewall God and we stonewall each other. As 

we come to communion today, some of you may be already being disciplined by 

the Lord for rebellion to His will. The prison bars can be weakness, sickness, and 

even early death, as Paul warns us about in I Corinthians 11: 30.  

 

This group of rebellious prisoners, in bondage to their own will over God’s will, 

were living in captivity, in darkness, in misery, and in chains, all because of 

rebellion against God’s Word, His will and His wooing. Does this people grouping 

represent some of us today? Are we men or women or young people who have  

spurned the counsel of the Most High—v. 11? Because of our sin, has God 

humbled our hearts by giving us hard labor, putting us into situations where we 

will come to the end of ourselves to find that there is no one to help us but God 

alone? Have we finally cried out to the Lord and found that He has heard us and 

saved us?  Are you one of these rebellious prisoners who has cast off God’s 

directions and directives? Have we talked ourselves into justifying disobedience to 

God’s Word, living outside His will, blind or rebellious to His wooings and 

promptings? Do we think we know more than God, more than the Bible, and have 

we decided we have more insight than the wooing of God’s Spirit? “Have we 

sought to be free to live as we choose?” Beloved, disobedience to God is sin and 

sin always leads to bondage and ultimately sin brings misery and death. 

Have you come yet to the end of yourself to cry out to Jesus? Praise God He 

doesn’t say, “Too bad, son or daughter, you’ve been rebellious too long.” No, God 

graciously forgives repentant rebellious souls. He delivers us from the bondage of 

our sin and shame. We see the lights of God’s lighthouse when we come to the end 

of ourselves and abandon all trust in our own wisdom. At the end of ourselves, 

seeking God and His wisdom in His Word, He will use our storm to blow us 

Home. When we see the lights of God’s City of Peace by faith, the psalmist tells 
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us, in vs. 15-16, “Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast love, for His wondrous 

works to the children of man! For He shatters the doors of bronze and cuts in two 

the bars of iron.” We’re unshackled. Whether desert wanders or rebellious 

prisoners, God uses our storm to blow us Home to Him. There’s a 3rd group: 

CRYING, SICK AND AFFLICTED SINNERS DRAWING NEAR TO THE 

GATES OF DEATH. (III.) Notice verses 17-20. “Some were fools through their 

sinful ways, and because of their iniquities suffered affliction; they loathed any 

kind of food, and they drew near to the gates of death. Then they cried to the LORD 

in their trouble, and He delivered them from their distress. He sent out His word 

and healed them, and delivered them from their destruction.” This group is as 

special group, a large group of people who are sick and afflicted due to their sin.  

Sickness is not always directly due to sin, but sometimes it is a direct result. This 

group the psalmist calls fools are not mentally deficient, but morally deficient, not 

unintelligent, but deep in rebellion against God. Verse 18 could be a description of 

drug addicts or alcoholics who waste away their minds and bodies. “They loathe 

any kind of food.” This group foolishly think they can sin without consequences or 

penalties, until they reach despair at the gates of death. Hitting bottom, they finally 

turn to the Lord, as the prodigal coming to the end of themselves. How great is 

God’s undeserved grace and forgiveness in the face of outright rebellion! He 

comes through! The psalmist implores these forgiven addicts and alcohols and 

rebels to do what? Notice verses 21-22. “Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast 

love, for His wondrous works to the children of man! And let them offer sacrifices 

of thanksgiving, and tell of His deeds in songs of joy! Look at the fourth grouping: 

 

CRYING SAILORS STAGGERING LIKE DRUNKARDS IN A STORM AT 

SEA. (IV.) Notice verses 23-30. “Some went down to the sea in ships, doing 

business on the great waters; they saw the deeds of the LORD, His wondrous works 

in the deep. For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the 

waves of the sea. They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths; their 

courage melted away in their evil plight; they reeled and staggered like drunken 

men and were at their wits' end. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and 

He delivered them from their distress. He made the storm be still, and the waves of 

the sea were hushed. Then they were glad that the waters were quiet, and He 

brought them to their desired haven.” This grouping are smart people, trained 

merchants and sailors. God has to bring down some of us who think we are so 

intelligent. God must show us how little we know—showing us our smallness and 

littleness. Hurricane winds and tsunamis will shake the best sailors, overwhelm 

their skills by these circumstances beyond their control. In a world of gigantic 

forces that only God can control or calm, we live by God’s permission, not by our 

great management skills or by our great sea-knowledge.” Have you ever started 



6 

 

turning green with sea-sickness? I have out at Sea on the Gulf of Mexico. My 

anticipation was catching big sea bass and groupers, but fishing less than a half 

hour, seeing sky, then water, sky then water, I spent most of the eight hours reeling 

and staggering like a drunken man, trying to keep from vomiting. Some of you 

here today aren’t willing to see your sinfulness, so God starts by showing you your 

littleness—how little you really know, how out of control your life can become—

so you will come to the end of yourselves—to your wits end—v. 27. That’s hitting 

bottom! When you finally get there, God knows how to make you glad, by hushing 

the waves and bringing you back to the harbor. When that happens, the psalmist 

tells the sailors, in verses 31-32, “Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast love, 

for His wondrous works to the children of man! Let them extol Him in the 

congregation of the people, and praise Him in the assembly of the elders.” Fifthly, 

CRYING HUMBLED RICH FOLK WHO SEE-SAW FROM RICHES TO 

POVERTY. (V.) Notice verses 33-42. “He turns rivers into a desert, springs of 

water into thirsty ground, a fruitful land into a salty waste, because of the evil of its 

inhabitants. He turns a desert into pools of water, a parched land into springs of 

water. And there He lets the hungry dwell, and they establish a city to live in; they 

sow fields and plant vineyards and get a fruitful yield. By his blessing they 

multiply greatly, and He does not let their livestock diminish. When they are 

diminished and brought low through oppression, evil, and sorrow, He pours 

contempt on princes and makes them wander in trackless wastes; but He raises up 

the needy out of affliction and makes their families like flocks. The upright see it 

and are glad, and all wickedness shuts its mouth.” This grouping of crying 

humbled rich folk could be a summary of the first four groupings, but I see it 

separately as God’s fifth way to humble even the rich. Sometimes in our riches, we 

think we have made this living and acquired our savings on our own. Face it 

beloved! We as Americans can get proud as we put away our savings, until through 

sickness or sadness or sorrow or loss, we finally are diminished and humbled and 

we fall down at the foot of the cross, broken, shattered, poor and needy. Sometimes 

it takes the storm of poverty to blow us Home to Jesus. It takes shattered hopes and 

dreams to get all the wickedness and pride in our life to shut its mouth—v. 42. 

Finally, with our human crutches knocked away, we pray, He answers, we see it 

and we are glad again, bless the Lord! The psalmist ends his psalm by branding 

God’s methods of using storms to blow us Home as His steadfast love. In verse 43, 

he closes the Psalm saying, “Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; let 

them consider the steadfast love of the LORD.” Bow your heads. Are one of these 

five storms, the devil’s way to destroy you? Yes they are! But God, yes, but God 

has another purpose. As Joseph said to his brothers, “You meant it for evil, God 

meant it for good!” Will you let your storm blow you Home? 


