
 #1 Learning From God’s Restraining Grace in David’s Life (1 Sam 24) 

The Robe episode (Part 1) That Day has finally Arrived or has it? 

• The grace of God is a multifaceted splendor. David’s life models this reality  

• Ch. 24, 25, 26, are recounting different situations but share this very theme 

• 1 Samuel 24: The robe episode. 25: The Feast Episode. 26: The spear episode  

• The “restraining grace” of God in David, who waits for God’s promise 

• David, a man after God’s heart, does not cease kingship but he waits for it 

• David escapes Saul’s grasp (23:13). Now he returns for David in chapter 24 

• Saul enters a cave to relieve himself & David & his men are hiding there (3b) 

I. The LORD’s Servant is put to the Test (24:4-8) 

• David’s men urge him to seize the day, God has handed Saul over to him (4) 

• David cuts off a corner of Saul’s robe (4b) tearing of robe symbolic (15: 27-28) 

• Vs 5 says that David was sorry for cutting off the corner of Saul’s robe. Why? 

• David’s act: symbolic declaration of revolt, he feels went to far – he says: (v 6) 

• David’s men:  so adamant this was God’s will, David had to subdue them (v 7) 

• While David deals with his men, Saul leaves, not knowing the danger (v7b)  

• Temptation: David’s thoughts – is this providence or temptation?  

• It was one thing to be given the kingdom; how this happened really mattered 

• David’s principle: God’s will in God’s way! His men didn’t get it (Matt 4:8,9)  

II. The LORD’s Servant Waits For God’s Justice (24: 8-15) 

• David’s shout, “My Lord the king” (v8) David pays homage – Saul is shocked 

• David does not allow Saul to respond as he explains his actions (vv.12-15) 

• Reason for David’s patience: is his confidence in the Lord who brings justice 

• David will wait rather than grasp the LORD’s gift. David obeyed Rom 12:19 

III. A Mysterious Assurance of the LORD’s Faithfulness (24:16-22) 

• After Saul recovers himself he answers David with these words in vv.17-21 

• Vv 17-19 What Saul acknowledges, v 20 what he knows, v21 what he wants. 

• In strange providence  through David’s enemy God’s promise is confirmed 

• David is assured but wisely doesn’t trust Saul, he & his men hide away (v22b) 


