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Our God Reigns: The Incomparable One 

Isaiah 40:12-26 
 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and 

marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a 

measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a 

balance?  13 Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man 

shows him his counsel?  14 Whom did he consult, and who made him 

understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught him 

knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding? 

 15 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are 

accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands 

like fine dust.  16 Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts 

enough for a burnt offering.  17 All the nations are as nothing before 

him, they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness. 

 18 To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with 

him?  19 An idol! A craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it 

with gold and casts for it silver chains. 20 He who is too impoverished 

for an offering chooses wood that will not rot; he seeks out a skillful 

craftsman to set up an idol that will not move. 

 21 Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from 

the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the 

earth? 22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its 

inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a 

curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 23 who brings princes 

to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 

 24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem 

taken root in the earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, and 

the tempest carries them off like stubble.  25 To whom then will you 

compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One.  26 Lift up 

your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out 

their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his 

might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing. 

A “Big” God 

 Finding a bigger God is the challenge before us as we look 

at the way God reveals Himself to us in Isaiah 40 

 The interplay and interweaving of God’s immensity and His 

intimate nearness 

 A. W. Tozer: “If you do not engage in deep thinking, it may 

not seem so amazing, but if you have given yourself to 

frequent thoughtful consideration, you are astonished at the 

bridging of the great gulf between God and not God.” 

Q & A 

 Isaiah begins this section with a “Q & A” session 

 asking these questions suggests something was going on 

in Isaiah’s day that was making people question God’s 

wisdom, power, and greatness 

 when we are not careful, the same thing happens to us 

 Isaiah fires off his questions like a lawyer in the courtroom 

(rapid and unrelenting) 

 No one, no thing compares with God... He is incomparable 

 The answers to Isaiah’s questions have a marvelous parallel 

in Colossians 1:15-17 

 He’s Got the Whole World in His hands 

 cf. John 1:3 



Making Measurements 

 Over time, humans have devised many scales of 

measurement 

 BUT, there is no unit of measurement, no system of 

measuring by which we can measure God 

 even our best attempts at creating illustrations and 

analogies leave our heads spinning 

 Tim Keller: “Now, is this the kind of person you ask into 

your life to be your assistant?" 

 such thinking is the heartbeat of the kind of idolatry  

Isaiah addresses in vv. 18-20 

 such behavior is ludicrous, sheer lunacy 

 The four most common views of God in America 

(Authoritarian, Benevolent, Critical, Distant) 

Starry, Starry Night 

 Astronomers tell us the Milky Way contains 3-4 hundred 

billion stars and that the Milky Way is only one galaxy 

among hundreds of billions of galaxies 

 God keeps track of all that, controlling the orbits of planets 

and stars, having a name for each star, etc... 

 Does knowing our great God is in control of all that give 

you peace? (It should!) 

Politics 

 God’s greatness extends to the world of politics and the 

affairs of nations (vv. 22-24) 

 Nothing takes place outside of God’s plan and providence 

 princes, rulers, and nations come and go right on 

schedule according to God’s plan 

 though there is much in the daily news that can distress 

and unsettle us, we know beyond a shadow of a doubt 

that nothing escapes God’s notice or happens without 

His guiding hand of providence causing it 

 Keep looking up! 

 be reminded that the One who controls the stars and 

rules the nations is also in full control of your life 

 Calvin: “We were born to contemplate the heavens and 

thus to learn about their Author... 

Personal Application 

1. What are you doing to enlarge your vision of God? What 

“cues” will you take from this section of Isaiah 40 to 

strengthen your trust and dependence in a “big” God? 

2. Are there ways in which you rely upon God to be your 

“assistant” or “copilot”? What will you do to change that 

and put Him in the “driver’s seat”? 

3. Does your view of God tend toward any of the 4 inadequate 

views mentioned in this message (Authoritarian, 

Benevolent, Critical, Distant)? What will you do to move 

toward a more Biblical view of God? 


