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Message:   Redeeming the Time, Because the Days Are Evil
Text:         Ephesians 5:11-16

Introduction

  A.  The late James Montgomery Boice, pastor of the historic 10  Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia,    th

commented ...

In my opinion, most Christians do not consider time as important as it really is.

  B.  Hmmmm.  Think about that.  Do I view time as important as the Lord of time would have me?  Do even     
some non-Christians such as Benjamin Franklin have a greater sense of the importance of time than    
many Christians? E.g., Franklin said ...

   Never leave that till to-morrow which you can do to-day. 

 Do you love life?  Then do not squander time, for that is the stuff life is made of.

  B.  One infinitely wiser than Ben Franklin is teaching us today to use our time according to heavenly wisdom. 
It is the crucified, risen, reigning Lord Jesus Christ, Who through His apostle Paul says to us:

Ephesians 5:15  Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,  redeeming the time, 16

because the days are evil. 

  C.  This Word of Christ before us today should cause us to ask ourselves, “Am I wasting the time God has    
given me to live on this earth, or am I redeeming my time on earth?”  But to answer this question, we     
need to understand and digest the meaning of these words of the Spirit.

I.  The days are evil.

  A.  God created time, and created it as good.

Genesis 1:14  Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from

the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, ...  and to govern the day and18 

the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good. 

  B.  What happened?  With the fall of the human race by disobedience in the Garden of Eden, the present days    
 on earth are called “evil” for two related reasons:

      1.  The fundamental reason we are told “the days are evil” is that all humanity, fallen and sinful, is unable to  
   use time in a way that pleases God, in a way that is truly good as God created it to be used.  Our time on  
   earth is dominated by “the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

Ephesians 2:1   And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  in which you formerly walked according to 2 

the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in

the sons of disobedience.

a.  We are all born into this world as sinners, without faith in the Lord, and therefore, unable to use the
time He grants us in a way that pleases Him.

Romans 3:23   for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please Him , 



b.  Without faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior Who died in our place for our sins, and as our Lord to 
Whom we pledge our allegiance and devote our lives, what we call good is unacceptable to God.
We do nothing by faith in Christ.  Therefore, Christless time is wasted time.  A Chirstless life is a
wasted life.

Romans 14:23 ... whatever is not from faith is sin. 

Isaiah 64:6   For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like

a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

    c.  Therefore, this present age is an “evil age,” and the days within this present age are called “evil.”

Galatians 1:4 who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age,

according to the will of our God and Father

Ephesians 5:16   making the most of your time, because the days are evil. 

      2.  A second and resultant reason the days are said to be evil is that our present days are full of the sad,     
troubling, difficult consequences of sin, including God’s curse upon this sinful world.  

Psalm 90:10   As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, or if due to strength, eighty years, yet their

pride is but labor and sorrow; for soon it is gone and we fly away.

Ecclesiastes 12:1   Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the

years draw near when you will say, "I have no delight in them";  before the sun and the light, the moon and the 2 

stars are darkened, and clouds return after the rain; 

Matthew 6:34   "So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble

of its own.

II.  Those Christ redeems can now redeem the time.

  A.  The good news, the gospel of Jesus Christ proclaims that Jesus is not dominated by the Spirit now working  
  in the sons of disobedience - hard as Satan tried, and having been crucified for the sins of His people,     

has been resurrected above every authority in both this present age and in the age to come.  He is Lord    
over time.

Ephesians 1:20 ... He (God) raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but

also in the one to come.

  B.  He died to redeem us, to purchase us for God, releasing us from the dominion of the devil.

1 Peter 1:17   If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct

yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;  knowing that you were not redeemed with 18 

perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  but with 19 

precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 

Revelation 5:9  And they sang a new song, saying, "W orthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for

You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood those from every tribe and tongue and people and

nation." 

  C.  That purchase price is applied to us when the Spirit applies the death of Christ to our sinful nature/heart,    
breaking the power of sin, causing us to be born again, enabling us to receive Jesus Christ as Savior and   
Lord by faith, changing how we spend our time on earth.



Titus 2:13   looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ

Jesus,  who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people 14 

for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

Titus 3:3   For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and

pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  But when the kindness of God 4 

our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 5 

righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 

whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

III.  Be wise and careful to redeem the time.

  A.  Now those Christ has redeemed can by the indwelling Spirit’s power redeem the time we used to waste.

 Ephesians 5:16 redeeming (exagorazo) the time, because the days are evil. 

Galatians 3:13   Christ redeemed (exargorazo) us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it

is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE W HO HANGS ON A TREE "-- 

      1.  Example: Shanghai card game - “I’ll buy that,” snatching up a discarded card that was being used by our   
 opponent to defeat us that we now use to our advantage.  We now snatch up/redeem that time which the

evil one led us to use for his purposes to defeat and destroy us.

      2.  So redeeming the time = using time in faith filled, Spirit led ways as time was originally intended to be    
used.

  B.  There is tremendous pressure from the world to misuse time.  Slack off at work, slack off in our spiritual    
disciplines - individual and corporate.  Make entertainment, recreation the chief goal of our week.

1 Peter 4:3   For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles,

having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. 4 

In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign

you; 

  C.  So the Lord calls us to be wise and careful in how we use our time.

Ephesians 5:15   Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,  making redeeming the 16 

time, because the days are evil. 

      1.  Careful not to be influenced the worlds evil spin on what is wise, profitable, good, a worldly wisdom that
continually bombards us, and fail to use all of our time to the glory of God.

Ephesians 4:14   As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about

by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;

1 Corinthians 10:31  W hether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

      2.  Careful not to miss the opportunities God gives us, assuming we have plenty of time.  God want’s us to   
understand not only that our chronological time on earth is brief, but our time in terms of    
seasons/opportunities/occasions are even briefer.  God given wisdom understands and appreciates that     

  time is measured as both ...

      a.  a span or succession of days (chronos)
b.  an event, opportunity, occasion, season (kairos).



Luke 20:9 And He began to tell the people this parable: "A man planted a vineyard and rented it out to vine-

growers, and went on a journey for a long time (chronos). 10 "At the harvest time (kairos) he sent a slave to the

vine-growers, so that they would give him some of the produce of the vineyard; but the vine-growers beat him and

sent him away empty-handed.

      3.  We can be deceived into thinking our chronological days on earth are longer than they really are.  The       
       2011 average life expectancy in the USA was 78.7 years, according to the US Census Bureau. We    

deceive ourselves into thinking 70 - 80 years (Ps 90:10) is a long span of time, or that we have plenty of   
time left to consider the will of God and our eternal destiny.  Our lives pass quickly like the light of day,  

   morning, afternoon, evening - gone.

Psalm 90:6 In the morning it flourishes and sprouts anew; Toward evening it fades and withers away. ...

   10 As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, or if due to strength, eighty years, yet their pride is but

labor and sorrow; for soon it is gone and we fly away.

      4.  We can be even more easily deceived into thinking our opportunities, occasions, seasons on earth are    
longer than they are, assuming we have as many opportunities as we do chronological days.  Examples:   
We might say ...

a.  I have years to teach my son or daughter about ....  Actually, I have only a teachable moment here    
and there for a host of issues, some only appropriate in certain seasons.

b.  I have years to witness to my neighbors.  Actually, only a few opportunities.  What if they don’t have
years?

c.  I’ll have plenty of years to invest in my brothers and sisters in a small group.  Actually, you only have 
1 opportunity each year.  How many more years do you have?  How many will you forgo?

d.  I’ll skip corporate worship today.  I can always go.  Actually, no more than 4x this coming month.

      5.  Summary thought:  For us in this age, time is an uncertain and shrinking span of consecutive days,    
but it also is an uncertain and shrinking number of opportunities.  Be wise and redeem the    
time/opportunities versus joining the world in turning time into an unretrievable waste by willingly     
consciously forgo opportunities to

a.  Worship, witness, build up the body of Christ
b.  Serve, give, grow
c.  show love and kindness to others
d.  Show affection and share intimacy with our spouses.
e.  Teach our children the fear and love of the Lord
f.  Spend intimate time with the Lord in His Word.

Conclusion

  A.  Christless time is a waste of time.  A Christless life is a wasted life.

  B.  Those Christ has redeemed by His blood and brought to faith by His Word and Spirit can now redeem the    
time during these present evil days.

  C.  Maybe many of us have not treated time as importantly as the Lord of time would have us.  But now, trust   
and receive His Word of wisdom, and carefully redeem each day’s time from how the world in the       
power of the evil one would tempt us spend it, in this age the days are evil.

Ephesians 5:15  Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,  redeeming the time, 16

because the days are evil. 
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