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James 2:14-26, Part 1

James 2:14-26 14  What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath 
faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 15  If a brother or sister be naked, 
and destitute of daily food, 16  And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be 
ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are 
needful to the body; what doth it profit? 17  Even so faith, if it hath not works, is 
dead, being alone. 18  Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 19  
Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble. 20  But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 21  
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son 
upon the altar? 22  Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was 
faith made perfect? 23  And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called 
the Friend of God. 24  Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by 
faith only. 25  Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she 
had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26  For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. !
Refresher: !
James has led up to this point with: 
1. Exhortation to joy and patience in trials. 
2. Direction to pray for wisdom during trials. 
3. Warning about double-mindedness. 
4. Contrast between earthly and heavenly wealth (poor and rich). 
5. Promise of reward for enduring temptation. 
6. Warning about blaming God for sin. 
7. Reminder that all good gifts come from God. 
8. Direction to be swift to hear the word. 
9. Direction to be slow to speak and slow to wrath. 
10. Exhortation to be doers of the word. 
11. Definition of true religion. 
12. Warning against preferring one brother over another brother. 
13. Contrast between the royal law (regarding neighbors) and respect of persons. !
14a  What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and 
have not works? !
What is faith? The writer of Hebrews defines faith. !

Hebrews 11:1-2 1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen. 2  For by it the elders obtained a good report. !

Faith is substance and evidence. It is something tangible about something spiritual. 
God’s elect demonstrate by faith the work of the Holy Ghost in election, conversion, and 
sanctification. Faith, or the demonstration of faith, cannot stand alone without the 
works which follow because of faith. The two are interdependent. 
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Jesus demonstrates the necessity of both faith and works through an encounter with a 
barren fig tree. !

Mark 11:12-14 12  And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was 
hungry: 13  And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might 
find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the 
time of figs was not yet. 14  And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit 
of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it. !

The fig tree was outwardly showing that it was time to bear fruit by its leaves, but it only 
had leaves, and no fruit. There had been no inward change within the physiology of the 
fig tree that caused it to produce fruit. It was unable to bear fruit. !

Mark 11:20-24 20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree 
dried up from the roots. 21  And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, 
Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away. 22  And Jesus 
answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. 23  For verily I say unto you, That 
whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast 
into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those 
things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 
24  Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. !

Not only had the fig tree not born fruit, but it was cursed by God and it dried up after 
coming face to face with God. But Jesus does not let the opportunity slip: works (bearing  
only leaves) alone without faith (having ability to bear fruit) result in death (withering 
away), but faith (saying and believing) produces works (receiving and having).  !

John 15:1-8, 16 1  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2  Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3  Now ye are 
clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4  Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. 5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without 
me ye can do nothing. 6  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a 
branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, 
and they are burned. 7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 8  Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.  !
16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that 
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.  !

Jesus uses a vine and its branches and the bearing of fruit as a metaphor for God’s elect: 
if we truly abide in him (by election, conversion, and sanctification), we are expected to 
bear fruit (working through faith) that glorifies God and identifies us as disciples of 
Jesus. There is no either/or with the work of God. It is both faith and works together in 
concert. 

!2



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
04/27/2014 
James 2:14-26, Part 1

1 Corinthians 13:1-2 1  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and 
have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2  And though I 
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and 
though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not 
charity, I am nothing. !

The bearing of fruit (working by faith) is demonstrated in love (charity). Faith by itself, 
without love, is nothing. !

John 15:9-12 9  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in 
my love. 10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11  These things have I 
spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 12  
This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. !

The love of God’s elect for God is demonstrated by keeping the commands of Jesus (love 
God, love your neighbor, love one another). Faith and love together bring joy in God’s 
elect. !
14b can faith save him? !
The plain biblical answer to James’ question is “no”, but it is important to add “without 
God’s intervention”. Just as works (done) cannot save a person without faith (said), so 
faith (said) cannot save a person without work (done).  !

Ephesians 2:1-10 1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins; 2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience: 3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts 
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others. 4  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, 5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6  And hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7  That 
in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8  For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9  Not of 
works, lest any man should boast. 10  For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them. !

James wrote earlier in the epistle: !
James 1:22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 
own selves. !
James 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world. !
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James 2:8  If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:  !

James emphasizes again that the proof that faith has been given by God to God’s elect is 
shown in their works, especially those works that are self-sacrificial, loving, and without 
preference. !
15  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16  And one of 
you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the 
body; what doth it profit? !
It is unprofitable to hear or say and not do. It is not obedient to Jesus. It is not glorifying 
to God. It is not comforting to those who are being spoken unto. True religion (faith with 
works) is obedient, glorifying, and comforting (loving).  !

Matthew 7:12  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.  !

Faith is an inward gift of God to God’s elect, and works are an outward revelation of the 
gift of God to God’s elect. Works are what are used to discern the elect from the non-
elect (regenerate from the unregenerate). Works are the standard by which we are 
measured, not for salvation, but because of salvation. !
In Revelation 2 and 3, the Lord’s assessment of each of the churches begins with “I know 
thy works”. Churches are judged against their works. In Revelation 20:12-13, the dead 
are judged “according to their works”. Works are what judgment is based upon. But it is 
here that grace must be introduced because God’s elect are so by grace and therefore 
their judgment is not based upon their own works, but upon the work of God.  !

Titus 3:3-8 3  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another. 4  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man 
appeared, 5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6  Which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7  That being justified by his grace, we should be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8  This is a faithful saying, and 
these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed 
in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and 
profitable unto men.
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