
Phlp. 3:17-21 (WCF 32:2-3) “Destruction or Conformity”

For the Children: It is a sad thing when someone close to us dies.  We are sad because we know we will miss the 
person.  But if they have believed in the Lord Jesus, there is also something very exciting about it.  Perhaps you have 
travelled overseas, and found that exciting.  God’s people are actually citizens of heaven.  So when we die, we are just 
going home.  When we get there, the first things that happens is that all the sin is removed from our soul.  We stay there, 
filled with joy, with God, until the Lord Jesus brings the world to an end.  Then, we get our bodies back – much 
improved.  All the weakness and decay due to sin will be gone.  Our bodies will reflect the glory of the risen Christ. 
Perhaps our faces will shine like Moses’ face after he saw God’s glory.  Questions: What do you most look forward to 
about heaven?  How do your actions now affect what it will be like for you in the next life?  What can we do now to 
encourage ourselves to live as citizens of heaven?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: A Contrast of Characters
• Enemies of the Cross: V. 18 warns of “enemies of the cross.”  All unbelievers are enemies of God and of the 

cross.  They believe that God is not owed glory by them and that they do not need Jesus or His work on the 
cross for their salvation.  The apostle may be thinking here of errorists within the church.  In any event, they 
were those who loved the world more than Christ and His work on the cross.  They followed after other “gods” 
and other false ways of “salvation.”  They were driven by their appetites.  What they found glorious was what 
God declares shameful.  Their minds were on earthly things.

• The Apostolic Character: In contrast, the apostles and those who follow their example, base their lives on the 
pattern given by Christ.  Their behaviour should be noted and their good example followed.  This is not to raise 
sinners to the level of Christ, but to recognize His work in His people and His pattern of behaviour.  Such men 
can encourage us to fix our eyes more upon Jesus.  The kind of company to which we gravitate may already be 
indicating what company we will be keeping in the next life!

• The Character of Citizens of Heaven: All believers are citizens of heaven, not of this world.  That citizenship 
determines our basic identity, character, conduct, speech and walk.  So once again, this is what determines our 
situation in the next life.

Second Point: A Contrast of Destinies
• Their End Is Destruction: We are not told much detail about the next life.  Here, we are only told that “enemies 

of the cross” end in destruction.  That destruction is of both body and soul.  See Mt. 10:28, WCF 32:3.

• Eternal Physical Suffering: In the Intermediate State, the wicked suffer agony of soul.  Lk. 16 describes this as 
thirst and burning.  But the body of the wicked is also raised for this suffering (Jn. 5:29, Acts 24:15).  The 
suffering of both body and soul in the Final State is described in terms of “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mt. 
8:12, 13:50); fire (Mt. 13:50; Mk. 9:43; Rev. 14:20, 21:8); worm (Is. 66:24; and Mk. 9:44).  It is eternal (Mt. 
18:8, 25:46; Mk. 9:43; 2 Thess. 1:9; Rev. 14:11, 20:10).  Spiritual agony begins for the wicked at death.  It 
becomes physical as well on the Last Day.

• Our End Is Glorious Transformation: Believers are raised up because we are joined to Christ.  We share in 
what happened to His human body and soul.  Therefore we are perfected in soul and go to be with the Lord the 
moment we die.  When He returns, our bodies are raised up and glorified like His body.  Those still alive when 
He returns will be glorified in body and soul without experiencing death (1 Cor. 15:51-52, WCF 32:2).  

• What It Will Be Like: We really don’t know exactly what this will be like, in the detail.  We do know that the 
weakness of the body due to sin and its curse, will be gone.  Moreover, the glory the Father conferred on 
Christ’s body as a reward for His obedience, will be reflected in our bodies.  We do know what happened to 
Moses’ face when he came close to God’s glory.  Similarly, we get a glimpse of the glorification of Christ’s 
body in Mt. 17:2, Mk. 9:3.  This should cause us to look forward eagerly, first to seeing Christ, then to seeing 
how we are glorified in Him.

Conclusion:


