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Financial Stewardship 

 

Introduction: 

 

  Last Lord’s Day we completed our study of Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians.  Before we embark on 

the study of another book of the Bible, we will address today the matter of Christian financial stewardship.  

On my part, I am somewhat reluctant to treat the matter for several reasons.  First, I might be perceived as 

self-serving.  But this is not the case, I can assure you.  In fact, this is only the second time in 42 years that I 

have addressed this topic directly, unless it arose out of a study of a New Testament book that we have been 

studying.  The first time I addressed this matter was in this church in January of 2000.  And so it has been 16 

years.  We do not overemphasize this teaching.  I have purposed only to speak of these matters if and when I 

perceive it would be beneficial for you.  Our general practice is to instruct persons individually in these 

matters after they have approached me with specific questions.  But there are times when the entire church 

needs instruction and reinforcement in these teachings of God’s Word.  

  Secondly, I am also reluctant to address this matter because so many ministries to emphasize giving to 

an extreme.  On many one-hour long television broadcasts, 1/3 of the hour is given to music, 1/3 to the 

sermon, the remaining 1/3 is given to fund raising.  This is very distasteful and is a turn off.  Christian 

ministries are perceived as only interested in money.  Many non-Christians refuse to hear the claims of the 

gospel for those who claim to proclaim the gospel are perceived as only interested in someone’s money. 

  Third, some people react to any mention of money at all.  This is particularly true with people who do 

not attend church very regularly.  And because we do not want people to dismiss our message or us, we are 

somewhat reluctant to speak about the matter.  Nevertheless, this is an important matter, as we will point out.  

The Lord Jesus spoke a great deal about money, sometimes in order to reveal to people their sinfulness and 

need for repentance. 

 

  Let us begin by turning to the third chapter of the prophecy of Malachi.  We will read Malachi 3:8-12. 

 

   “Will a man rob God? 

     Yet you have robbed Me! 

     But you say, 

    ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ 

     In tithes and offerings. 

   9You are cursed with a curse, 

     For you have robbed Me, 

     Even this whole nation. 

  10Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, 

    That there may be food in My house, 

    And try Me now in this,” 

     Says the LORD of hosts, 

   “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven 

     And pour out for you such blessing 

     That there will not be room enough to receive it. 

 

 11“And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, 

     So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, 

     Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” 

     Says the LORD of hosts; 
12“And all nations will call you blessed, 
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     For you will be a delightful land,” 

     Says the LORD of hosts. 

 

  Malachi was the last writing prophet of the Old Testament.  The Lord had called him to declare His 

Word to the Jews that had begun to return from the Babylonian exile in the late 6th c. BC.  This remnant of 

Jews had returned to their homeland of Judah some time before.  Malachi probably was a contemporary of 

Ezra and Nehemiah, perhaps ministering sometime between 458 and 433 BC.   

  The people to whom God sent Malachi had not experienced what the earlier prophets declared would 

transpire.  They had become disillusioned and as a result had defected from their covenantal commitments to 

their God.  Here is a good description of the ministry to which God called this prophet. 

 

  Malachi spoke to a disillusioned, discouraged, and doubting people whose experience did not 

harmonize with their understanding of the glorious promises found in the earlier prophets.  Their vision 

of the coming messianic age had not yet materialized.  Instead they experienced poverty, drought, and 

economic adversity, and they became disillusioned with God and their faith.  Malachi’s word confronts a 

people skeptical of God’s promises and therefore indifferent in their commitment to live in the light of 

those promises and to worship and serve the Lord of their hearts.  Their love had grown cold and their 

hearts bitter toward God.  The book may therefore serve as a catechism for times of doubt and 

disappointment, when the professing people of God are tempted to break faith with their covenant God.  

The prophet’s ministry is to light a lamp of faith to a disheartened people by reminding them of God’s 

electing love (1:2) and to set forth the continuing obligations of the covenant to those who truly know 

God (3:16-18).1  

 

  From the passage we read, we see that one of the failures of the people of God was to maintain 

support for the work of God through tithes and offerings.  The prophet rebuked them strongly.  He instructed 

them to correct their errant ways.  He set forth the promises of God that would be realized in their lives if 

they repented of their sin and they once again became faithful in their financial stewardship.  Their failure in 

their stewardship had brought difficulty upon them.  They had forfeited God’s blessing.  They had secured 

His curse upon them.  We have before us, therefore, a number of principles of stewardship that the Lord has 

set before His people as an important aspect of their faith and life.   

  Before we consider the details of our passage, let us first set forth some general biblical principles 

regarding our financial stewardship before God. 

 

 

I.  The importance of financial stewardship 

 

  The Word of God places great weight upon the subject of financial stewardship.  It is a topic, 

therefore, this worthy of our consideration.  Actually, there are a number of reasons for this.  First, it is a 

subject of interest and importance for everybody here.  Each of us must deal with money matters daily.  

Decisions respecting money issues take up much of our thinking and time each and every week.  They are 

capable of being a major cause of tension and problems in our marriages and families.  The cost of living is 

crushing upon most.  To meet one’s minimal needs is difficult.  And we now live in a society that not only 

requires responsible people to fend for themselves, but it also imposes upon them the care of others.  

Granted, many of these are in legitimate need, but many, many, are not.  And certainly Christians are called 

upon to give liberally and assist those in need, and they are willing to do so.  But the forcible confiscation of 

one man’s goods for another’s need is unjust.  It is the stripping citizens of their liberty.  It is the very 

definition of oppression and servitude. 

  Second, the topic is suitable because it is one to which the Scriptures speak frequently.  One cannot 

read very far into the Bible without this subject arising.  The Lord Jesus Himself spoke about money 

frequently.  It was one of His most frequent topics in teaching.   

                                                           
1 R. C. Sproul, gen. ed., The Reformation Study Bible (Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), p. 1647. 
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  Third, the love of money must be dealt with out of concern for souls.  More will be said about this 

later, but we might say at this point that the love of money sends many people to hell.  To be governed by the 

love of money will surely lead you away from Christ and the salvation that is in Him.  People need to know 

this and be confronted with the danger that the sin of covetousness imposes for their eternal well-being. 

  Fourth, God would have His people free from the love of money and the anxiety that money matters 

can produce in the hearts of His people.  The anxiety that money brings to us is not of God.  He desires that 

we be free of this concern.  Becoming a good steward of God will impart peace to the troubled heart that is 

consumed with money worries.  Thankfully, no matter what condition the world or our American society 

may assume, our Lord is the Provider of His people.  There is liberty in one’s soul with this knowledge and 

confidence. 

  Fifth, there are principles in the Word of God that will help us in our stewardship.  The Scriptures are 

sufficient to guide us in all matters of faith and practice.  The Bible gives us principles that may help us in 

the financial decisions that we make.  There are current practices among us that are in need of correction.  

We need to be taught what the Bible says so that we can bring this large and important area of our lives 

under subjection to the Lord Jesus. 

  Sixth, God’s provision in the area of money is a way to see God working powerfully in our lives.  I am 

sure that I could spend several hours recounting from personal experience God intervening in our lives and 

providing for us in remarkable ways.   

  Seventh, each of us is responsible before the Lord for our financial stewardship.  We read in 1 

Corinthians 4:2, “Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.”  Now Paul was speaking of 

his own stewardship of the truth of the gospel, but the statement is a truism for all aspects of stewardship.  

We will give an account one day to our Lord regarding our financial stewardship. 

  And so, in order for us to be found to be faithful stewards several things must be true of us.  (1) We 

need right instruction from the Scriptures on what stewardship entails.  (2) We may need correction in our 

understanding, if it is errant.  (3)  We may need to be challenged and reinforced in the principles of 

stewardship, for we can backslide in this area as easily as in other areas of our Christian walk.  As the 

Scriptures themselves rebuked and corrected the people of God who had failed in their stewardship, so it 

may be the need for us to be reawakened, perhaps warned, certainly exhorted to be faithful. 

 

 

II.  There are problems for those who are poor stewards 

 

  One common and serious danger that the Christian always must contend is the sin of covetousness.  

Covetousness is the inordinate desire to have something more than what God has determined to give us.  

Proper stewardship will preserve us from the sin of covetousness.  And with faithfulness demonstrated in 

financial stewardship, peace and contentment may be enjoyed as gifts from the Lord.  1 Timothy 6:6-8 

reveal this to us. 

 

Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 

we can carry nothing out.  8And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. .  

 

  Riches themselves are not to be sought after as a basis of happiness.  Godliness and contentment with 

such things as God has provided to sustain you are what should be truly desirable.  Godliness is that state of a 

person in which he or she is living in communion with God.  All of life is viewed as a walk with God.  This 

person thinks high thoughts.  He meditates on spiritual matters.  It is his delight.   

  A godly man is at peace with himself because he is at peace with God.  He is content with what God 

has given him.  He is content with what God has not given him.  This is not to say that he is not ambitious or 

that he is a lazy no good who strives for nothing.  He does indeed seek to move forward in life.  But because 

he is godly he recognizes that a man’s life “consists not in the abundance of the things which he possesses” 

(Luke 12:15).  He watches his heart so that he does not become covetous. 

  In contrast to the contented man, we have the covetous man described in 1 Timothy 6:9-10. 
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But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts, 

which drown men in destruction and perdition.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for 

which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many 

sorrows. (6:9f) 

 

  Take note that he is not speaking against rich people.  He was addressing people who long to be rich.  

I have known people who have possessed many riches but have not been possessed by those riches.  On the 

other hand, I have known poor people who possessed no riches who have themselves been possessed by the 

riches they do not have.  This is not speaking about how much money you have.  It is speaking about how 

much desire you have for money.  Do you long to be rich?  Is that what drives you?  Is the elusiveness of 

attaining wealth a cause of great disappointment to you?  Then you are discontent.  You do not know the 

contentment that is available for the people of God who love God and delight in Him supremely. 

  The greedy man is a troubled man.  He has a complicated existence.  Several things may be said about 

this: 

 

  1. He has temptations that others do not have, or at least not to the degree that others have.  “Those 

who desire to be rich fall into temptation.”  Gambling is sin.  Not only is it poor stewardship of the money 

that God has given to you to care for and use according to His will, but it reflects the desire to gain money 

apart from attaining it by godly means. 

 

  2. He is vulnerable to scams and deceitful people.  “Those who desire to be rich fall into a snare.”  A 

snare is a means of catching birds and animals.  It may be a loop of rope that sits on the ground that seizes 

the unsuspecting animal or bird when it comes upon it not seeing it for what it is.  The bird sees the bait but 

does not see the snare.  He is trapped.  A man who longs to be rich is tempted to approach the snare that a 

man who is content would pass by the side.   

  I am ignorant about financial matters.  I am somewhat vulnerable to errant thinking about matters I 

know nothing about.  But I am less vulnerable to dishonest men than the one who knows all the in workings 

of high finance whose heart is bent on attaining wealth above all else.  It is the person who longs to be rich 

that is easily caught in a snare.  Covetousness is a great sin that leads a man to ruin.  The longing to be rich 

drowns men in destruction and perdition. 

 

  3. The longing to be rich is a cause of apostasy.  What is apostasy?  It is when a believer in Christ sets 

aside his faith.  He once believed in Christ.  He stopped believing in Christ in a manner that his faith no 

longer has influence over his life.  The Lord Jesus warned his disciples of this danger. 

 

Behold, a sower went forth to sow.  And when he sowed... some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung 

up, and choked them. (Mat 13:3, 7) 

 

The disciples asked what this saying meant.  Jesus explained it to them privately. 

 

He also that received seed among the thorns is he that hears the word; and the care of this world, and the 

deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. (Mat. 13:22) 

 

  Here is the man who “hears” the Word.  He knows the truth.  He sits under the truth.  But the truth 

does not impact his life because he has this sin that prevents the Word from possessing his soul.  He is not a 

godly man; he is a covetous man.  He wants to possess riches, but riches have possessed him.  And so it is, 

that here are many who claim to be Christian, attend churches week after week, but whose lives bear little 

evidence of the life of Christ because of this sin.  Because they longed to be rich, they were tempted by the 

world.  They were caught in the snare.  The noose tightened around them and the spiritual life was choked 

out of them. 
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  4. The longing for riches is a root problem; that is, other sins will spring from this one.  Paul wrote, 

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.”  A greedy man will be more than a greedy man.  This 

sin is as a root that springs forth into a tree with many branches.  Many different kinds of sins stem from this 

sin of covetousness.  He has more sins than he had a year ago.  The farther he strays from God’s word and 

ways, the worse things get.  Due to the love of money “some have strayed from the faith in their greediness” 

and have “pierced themselves” through with “many sorrows”.  

 

  5. A covetous man is a troubled man.  His life is complex and intertwined with troubles that wrong 

decisions and moves have brought him.  Simplicity is far from his experience.  Troubles here and troubles 

there.  Sorrows are everywhere he turns.  And these problems distress him greatly.  He is “pierced through” 

with many sorrows.  Oh yes, he will tend to see others as the cause of his distress, but in actuality he has 

brought these things upon himself.  Such ones pierce “themselves through with many sorrows.” 

 

  You may recall that this matter of covetousness was the thing that possessed Paul.  The Law of God 

revealed to Saul of Tarsus that he needed a Savior. 

 

I should not have known sin. I should not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You 

shall not covet.”  But sin, finding opportunity in the commandment, wrought in me all kinds of 

covetousness 

 

  Paul was much like any of us.  Our hearts will have us to be covetous.  The world will also have us be 

covetous, because it wants us to buy its products.  The devil would have us to be covetous, for he knows that 

if he can dangle something before us and persuade us that we cannot be content without it, he has ensnared 

us.  But godliness, which comes from sound doctrine and application of doctrine in life, will preserve you 

from this grievous sin of greed and its consequences. 

 

 

III.  Principles of Biblical stewardship 

 

 A.  God is the owner of all things.   

 

  We read in Psalm 24:1,  

 

The earth is the LORD’S, and all its fullness,  

The world and those who dwell therein. (Psa. 24:1) 

 
  That “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” is a reality which is unquestionable in the light 

of Holy Scripture.  As owner of all things God is free to do with those things as He pleases.  He may freely 

give all things, or He may withhold things; they are His to give or withhold.  As creatures we should 

recognize our stewardship of His creation and, although we are granted the permission to use things for our 

good, we have a responsibility to manage what is His as good stewards.  We should continually acknowledge 

His ownership and continually feel gratefulness and express thankfulness for any and all that He has given to 

us.  

 

 B.  God is the provider of all things 

 

  God desires that His people come to know Him experientially as their own personal Provider.  As a 

father provides for his children, God desires to provide for His children.  He has the ability to give His own 

what they are in need of. 

 

Philippians 4:19, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ 

Jesus.” 
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Deuteronomy 8:18, “But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get 

wealth.” 

 

  God wants us to trust Him as our Provider.  He wants us to express faith in Him as our Provider by 

giving to His work.  We do this by giving the first portion of our income to Him for His work.  He promises 

that He will show Himself as Provider to them that do.  In fact, He challenges His people to trust Him in this  

  The Lord Jesus promised His disciples that if they gave, God would see to it that others gave to them.  

We read in Luke 6:38, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken 

together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal 

it shall be measured to you again.” 

  We read of Paul’s promise to the Christians at Philippi: “But my God shall supply all your need 

according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  But let us read his promise in context.  It is to the ones at 

Philippi that had been faithful in giving to God’s work that Paul assured that God would meet their needs.  

God does not meet everyone’s needs.  He does for them that trust Him with their finances and who give 

faithfully to His work.  

 

 C.  The miserly soul will not be blessed of God. 

 

  There are many verses that speak of God not blessing them who refuse to give to His work or for the 

relief of the truly needy.  Proverbs 28:27 reads, “He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that 

hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.”  Ecclesiastes 5:13 records, “There is a sore evil which I have seen 

under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.” 

  Haggai 1:5-11 is particularly pointed.  In this context God is telling the people they were not getting 

ahead because they had not been concerned about building the temple in Jerusalem in which they could 

worship Him.  

 

  5Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts:  

 

“Consider your ways! 

  You have sown much, and bring in little; 

  You eat, but do not have enough; 

  You drink, but you are not filled with drink; 

  You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; 

  And he who earns wages, 

  Earns wages to put into a bag with holes.” 

 

  7Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!  8Go up to the mountains and bring wood and 

build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the LORD.  9“You looked for much, 

but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away.  Why?” says the LORD of 

hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house.  10Therefore 

the heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit.  11For I called for a drought on 

the land and the mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings 

forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 

 

  Again, this is not to say that the person who does not give cannot gain wealth, for in the world that 

frequently happens.  But two points may be made here.  You will tend to find highly successful people to be 

generous people, unless their “success” was built upon wrong principles.  Second,  those who are wealthy 
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and who are not generous, are cursed be their wealth.  A man may gain money apart from being generous, 

but a curse will come with it.2   

 

 D.  God can enable you to give to the work of His kingdom (2 Cor. 8 & 9) 

 

  You may say, well I just do not have enough to give.  This is not the issue.   The point is this, God is 

able to enable you to give to His work.  We read in 2 Corinthians 9:6-11,  
 

  6But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully.  7So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.  8And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always 

having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.  9As it is written: 

 

“He has dispersed abroad, 

  He has given to the poor; 

  His righteousness endures forever.” 

 

  10Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed 

you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, 11while you are enriched in everything for 

all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.  12For the administration of this service not 

only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God, 13while, 

through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of 

Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men, 14and by their prayer for you, who long for 

you because of the exceeding grace of God in you.  15Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

 

 E.  The nature of our giving 

 

  1.  Giving is an act of faith 

 

  Do you believe God that He will and can provide?  Then you will not be fearful that you will not have 

enough if you give to His work. 

 

  2.  Giving is an act of obedience 

 

  God commands us to give.  To do so is an act of obedience based on faith. 

 

  3.  The Bible teaches that tithing is the beginning point of our giving. 

 

  Although you will commonly hear those who argue that tithing was a practice under the Mosaic Law 

and that the New testament Christian is not obligated to tithe, I can say without hesitation that it is the will of 

God for Christians to tithe on what God gives them.  It is error to say that because we are Christians the 

teaching of the Old Testament has been set aside.  To say that only what is reaffirmed in the New testament 

is binding is also wrong.  The Old Testament teaching does not need to be substantiated by the New to be 

authoritative, it is the Word of God!  Besides, we might interject, the argument is baseless because the Bible 

teaches and affirms tithing in both the Old and the New Testaments.   

  In order to consider this matter, let us give attention to the passage we read in the beginning--Malachi 

3:8-12. 

 

                                                           
2 I have a book in my library about the children of the very wealthy.  It is called, Whatever Happened to their Kids?  

The lesson is that one should not transfer wealth to one’s offspring unless and until they have demonstrated faithful 

responsibility over time. 



8 

 

 

IV.  The command to tithe (Malachi 3:8-12) 

 

  We read Malachi’s words earlier.  He charged the people for having robbed God.  Malachi 3:8 reads, 

  

  “Will a man rob God? 

    Yet you have robbed Me! 

 

  When people are not faithful in their stewardship before God, God regards them as thieves.  They are 

ones who fail and refuse to acknowledge God as the owner of all things and the one to whom all owe their 

due. 

  But the people whom Malachi addressed did not see their duty and therefore did not see their 

culpability.  We read on, 

 

     But you say, 

    ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ 

     In tithes and offerings. 

 

  What is a tithe?  Tithing is the giving of 10% of one’s increase to the Lord and His work.  The people 

of God throughout the ages have practiced tithing.   

 

  The Lord revealed through Malachi the serious nature of their failure to tithe.   

 

   9You are cursed with a curse, 

     For you have robbed Me, 

     Even this whole nation. 

 

  All that exists in the world belongs to God who made all things.  When one tithes to the Lord’s work, 

he is acknowledging that the Lord owns all things and that his 10% demonstrates his acknowledgement of 

God’s ownership.  And when he gives the ten percent “tithe” to the Lord’s work, it results in God bringing 

His blessing upon the 90% from which the tithe was taken.  It is somewhat like the offering of first fruits in 

ancient Israel.  At the time of the harvest the farmer would bring into the temple area a sheave of grain, the 

first fruits of the harvest.  In doing so he was consecrating the entire crop of the field to the Lord. 

  We next read of God’s promise of blessing to those who give tithes and offerings.  Malachi 3:10 reads, 

 

  10Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, 

    That there may be food in My house, 

    And try Me now in this,” 

     Says the LORD of hosts, 

   “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven 

     And pour out for you such blessing 

     That there will not be room enough to receive it. 

 

  We might say a word about the expression, “storehouse.”  The storehouse was those storage buildings 

attached to the temple in Jerusalem.  There the offerings were received and stored and then distributed to 

meet the various needs of the administration of the temple service, the “house” of God.  Now the storehouse 

is not the local church, directly, that is.  But we can say this with conviction:  The temple was the established 

place and institution of the Old Testament which was to be supported by the tithes of the people of God.  In 

the New Testament that institution is the local church; it is the “house” of God.  Jacob gave his tithes to the 

“house” before him, that pillar he made in Bethel (Cf. Gen. 28:22).  The Lord commanded His people 

through Malachi to tithe to His house, the temple (Mal. 3:10). The Lord would have His local church, His 

“house”, supported by the tithes of His people (cf. 1 Tim. 3:15).  The church is the only biblically ordained 
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institution through which God conducts His work in the world.  This is not to delegitimize ministries that are 

apart from the local church.  They need our support through our generous “offerings.”  But God has ordained 

specifically the local church as the singular organizational institution through which He carries on His work 

in the world.  The Lord founded the local church, established its order, ordained its leaders, and He would 

have His people support it with their tithes.  The tithe is not to be seen as “ours” to be used wherever we see 

fit, but the tithe is the Lord’s and He would have that tithe to support His work of the kingdom through the 

local church. 

 

  Now the Lord promises to assist His people in providing their needs, even granting them blessing, 

awarding their covenant faithfulness.  He challenges His people to put Him to the test: “And try Me now in 

this,” says the LORD of hosts.”  But the Lord also promises to protect His people from that which might 

otherwise be a drain on their resources.  We read this in verses 11 and 12. 

 

 11“And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, 

     So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, 

     Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” 

     Says the LORD of hosts; 
12“And all nations will call you blessed, 

     For you will be a delightful land,” 

     Says the LORD of hosts. 

 

  The “devourer” is anything and everything that consumes our resources.  It might be a drought if you 

were a farmer.  It might be roots in the sewer line for the house owner.  I am not saying that problems do not 

happen to people who give, for they do.  But some Christians never have enough, never get along, and are 

always suffering “unexpected” expenses because God has not withheld the “devourer” from them.  To those 

who give faithfully to His work, He challenges them to see Him work in their lives.  So, you can either tithe 

to God or tithe to the devourer, but God will see to it that you will not profit from that which is His. 

  But the tithe is the beginning of giving.  God had told the Israelites that they had robbed Him “In 

tithes and offerings.” 

 

 

V.  Persons in the Bible who Tithed 

 

  You will commonly hear people claim that tithing was a practice under the Mosaic Law.  And since as 

Christians we are not under the Mosaic Law, tithing is no longer required of us.  But this is not the teaching 

of Holy Scripture. 

 

  1.  Abraham gave a tenth of his spoils to Melchizedec (Gen. 14:18ff) 

 

  Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High.  
19And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 
20And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a 

tithe of all.  (Gen. 14:18-20) 

 

  2.  Jacob committed to tithe to God.  

 

Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and 

give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, 21so that I come back to my father's house in peace, then the 

LORD shall be my God.  22And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all 

that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You.” (Gen. 28:20-22) 
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  Both Abraham and Jacob tithed before the giving of the Law.  Therefore, the argument is invalid that 

since the Law taught tithing, and because we Christians are not under the Law, so we do not need to tithe.  

Besides, this is not what the New Testament implies by not being under the Law.    

 

  3.  Moses taught that Israel was to tithe. 

 

  Deuteronomy 14:22 reads, “You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces 

year by year.” 

 

  4.  The Lord Jesus affirmed it was right to tithe. 

 

  Our Lord instructed the Pharisees and scribes in the matter of tithing. 

 

  23“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have 

neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.  These you ought to have 

done, without neglecting the others.  24You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 

(Matt. 23:23f) 

 

  Our Lord affirmed that they were right in tithing of all they had.  Their problem is that they had failed 

to do what was most important.  They were in a legalistic manner requiring the smallest detail of life to be 

conformed to their rules, but they neglected the major themes and ideals of the kingdom.  Certainly our 

Lord’s instruction reinforces to His disciples their responsibility to tithe also.   

 

Conclusions: 

 

  1. This principle of giving should not be twisted as the health and wealth gospel pundits do, saying 

that we may give in order to get rich.  That is a perversion of the biblical principle.  We are simply saying 

this: God desires that we see Him as our Provider.  He desires that we be free of the love of money and free 

from the tyranny that the concern for money brings.  He has set forth the principle of tithing and giving 

offerings to deal with these matters.  By our faithfulness in stewardship we are demonstrating that this 

important aspect of our lives is under the authority of our Lord Jesus.  He is Lord over our pocketbook, as 

well as all other aspects of this life. 

 

  2. The spiritual leader of the home is responsible to lead the family in this area.  Consideration must 

be given to Christians who have unsaved spouses.  Obviously a Christian wife is limited to what she can do 

if her husband is not committed to ordering his life according to biblical principle.  The Lord knows this and 

if this is your case, do not be distressed.  The widow gave her two mites for that is all she was able to do, but 

in so doing she gave more than all who had cast their riches into the treasury. 

 

  We could extend our discussion of the teaching of the Scriptures on financial stewardship, but what 

we have done will suffice.  We could give personal testimony for the next two hours of remarkable, even 

miraculous testimony of God’s provision for us.  Many of you could do the same.  May the Lord enable each 

of us, even all of us, to be faithful in these matters. 

 

 
 


