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The bad news is that left to ourselves, God would have a problem with all of us. The 
Bible says, "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." The Bible says, 
"There is none righteous, no not even one." Now, the fact of the matter is we don't like to 
think of ourselves as sinners but if we are to be honest with ourselves, we'd have to admit 
that we are because Jesus categorizes things such as anger, words spoken that were 
unnecessary, bad thoughts in addition to the bad deeds, and not only that, even antipathy 
towards or ambivalence towards God is thought of in the Bible as sin. Now, Jesus nailed 
home that same point by saying at one point, "Be perfect even as your Father in heaven is 
perfect," and I don't think any one of us has the wherewithal to stand up and say, "Yes, 
I'm as perfect as God is," and that's just evidence of the fact that we indeed are sinners. 

The worse news is that sin has teeth. Sin as a concept has some real teeth in it and the 
Bible says, "The wages of sin is death." Now, we're familiar with death as an institution 
as far as our bodies go, we die and we are separated from life, and that's what death is, 
death is separation. The Bible says, "The wages of sin is death," it's talking about death 
towards God; that we become separated from God and our sin creates a yawning chasm 
between us and God. 

And the worst news yet is that there is nothing that we can do about it in and of ourselves. 
I think our first reaction to discovering that we're sinners is that we work hard to try to 
prevent the effects of sin from settling in. I think we know in our heart of hearts that, in 
fact, there's a problem with being a sinner and so we try to be religious or we try to 
engage in philanthropy or community service or helping other people hoping that that 
will somehow negate the effects of sin, but the Bible says that God doesn't even operate 
on that system. The Bible says, "By good works shall no man be made right with God."

Well, that creates a real problem for us for, on the one hand, we find out that we are 
sinners and that that has created a chasm between us and God and that there is nothing we 
can do to cross that chasm in and of ourselves. What are we to do? Well, the Bible says 
that there is good news. The Bible says that God did for us what we could not do for 
ourselves. In fact, the Bible says, "He made him who knew no sin," Jesus, "to become sin 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God." 
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Before the first breath was drawn on this planet, God had created a plan. God knew that 
we'd have this problem with sin and so the plan was that the sinless Son of God, Jesus, 
the second of the Trinity, would be born into this world and that in a miraculous way, 
he'd live a perfect life, he'd never once sin, he'd always please the Father and then at a 
time and a place of his own choosing, our Lord Jesus Christ would surrender himself to 
the authorities to whom he would experience the indignity of a trial and then he would be 
tried, condemned, convicted and ultimately crucified. Jesus took upon himself the 
disastrous effects of sin. On the cross, ironically, Jesus became the most sinful person 
who ever walked the planet because while on the cross, God the Father put on him my 
sin, your sin, the sins of all his people and then God would pour out his full wrath and 
fury on Jesus and Jesus would die not just a physical death, that would have been plenty, 
no, Jesus died a spiritual death. He literally went to hell and came back for me and for 
you.

That is what theologians call the substitutionary atonement that Jesus gave himself as a 
substitute in our place; Jesus took the wrap for us. What's then left for us to do? The 
Bible describes it this way, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son," "gave" means he gave him over to death, "that whosoever should believe in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life." The key is belief. The Bible says in John 
1:12, "But to those who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God." 

Believing is the key and so how is it that we are forgiven of our sins and given the gift of 
eternal life? Well, first of all, we must repent. We must turn from ourselves as being self-
sufficient in the sight of God. In fact, we must repent in that we must turn from being 
able even on our best day to earn or deserve God's good pleasure. We must believe the 
bad news that we are in fact sinners as we stand before God, none of us measuring up to 
his standard; that one day we're going to have to stand before Almighty God and give an 
account of our lives. Someone is going to have to pay for our sin. Will it be you? Or will 
it be Jesus? We must believe the bad news that we are sinners before God and then we 
must believe the good news, that Jesus Christ is God in the flesh come into this world. He 
lived a perfect life, never once sinning, always pleasing the Father, and that he willingly 
gave himself to the cross to receive the punishment your sin and my sin deserved.

We're going to have a prayer right now. Some of you folks may be listening to this or 
hearing this and not know whether or not you have eternal life, not know that you need to 
make peace with God. Well, I implore you today, I beg you today, make your peace with 
God. We're going to pray. There's nothing magic about the words of prayer, just as an 
expression of our heart that expresses faith, and we're going to pray and ask God to 
forgive our sins, to give us the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ.

Heavenly Father, we thank you. We thank you for Jesus. We thank you that you did not 
leave us in our sin and our misery but rather you came to us in Jesus and you gave us the  
gift of eternal life. Our job is to receive it. God, I pray for everyone here that they might 
repent of their sin, their sins that they have committed against you, their sin of self-
reliance, and that they might believe the good news that Jesus came into the world to 
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save sinners such as we. And so, God, we pray for that and I pray for the person here 
who has not yet believed. I pray that you would change their heart, take from them a 
heart of stone, give them a heart of flesh, give them the gift of eternal life. We make our 
prayer in the name of Jesus our strong Savior. Amen.

Page 3 of 3


	Bad News and the Good News
	By John Anderson

