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THE WAR WITH THE GREAT, RED DRAGON 

(SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: Daniel 12; Revelation 12 

INTRODUCTION 

It was only a few weeks ago that Hillary Clinton declared that “deep-seated cultural 
codes, religious beliefs, and structural biases have to be changed… not just in far away 
countries but right here in the United States.”1 

And in arguments made before the US Supreme Court in the spring of 2015, Solicitor 
General Donald Verrilli Jr. said that there will certainly be an issue with Christian 
colleges that don’t accept homosexual marriage if the US Supreme Court forces 
homosexual marriage on the entire nation.2 

We have talked many times about the rapid changes taking place in our nation and 
around the world. In light of such rapid changes, I thought it appropriate to again focus 
on the subject of persecution. 

I plan to spend three weeks on this important topic. 

I have chosen a fascinating text for our first sermon from Revelation 12. 

I have chosen this text for two main reasons. 

First, several weeks ago, Dr. Lutzer quoted from a key verse in this chapter. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 

Second, Revelation 12 helps us to see that the persecution of the church is not simply 
motivated or encouraged by wicked people like Hillary Clinton or others.  

The persecution of the true church of Jesus Christ is motivated and directed by satan – 
not because he rules this world but rather because he is enraged because of his defeat. 
Satan knows his time is short. In his rage against Christ he attacks His body. 

                                                
1 http://nation.foxnews.com/2015/04/27/hillary-religious-beliefs-must-change-sake-abortion 
2 http://www.truthrevolt.org/news/constitutional-lawyer-tax-exempt-status-christian-schools-
churches-risk-over-same-sex-marriage 
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We need to appreciate the cosmic dimension to persecution. Revelation 12 is an 
excellent text for this instruction. 

My message has two main parts. First, we will look at Revelation 12 in two parts. Second, 
we will give special attention to verse 11. 

Verse 11 will be theme verse for all three messages on persecution. I hope you will 
memorize this important verse. 

 

1. REVELATION 12 – THE CHILD OVERCOMES THE DRAGON 

Revelation 12 in the words of one commentator “has always been, consciously or not, 
considered as the center and the key to the entire book.”3 

I am not going to seek to present much more introduction than this important 
statement. 

Revelation is a book that speaks of the victory of the Lord Jesus Christ and the call that 
His true people are given to suffer and overcome. 

Revelation 12 has two main parts – vv. 1-6 and vv. 7-17. 

It is best to see that these two parts are describing the same great spiritual battle. The 
two parts then are one vision but told from different perspectives.4 We could add that 
verses 10-12 are the key interpretation of the vision.5 

Verses 1 and 3 both direct us to signs in heaven. 

To appreciate this we should consider the final verse of chapter 11. 

Rev. 11:19   Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His 
covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, 
an earthquake, and great hail. 

The first sign presented in verses 1-2 is of a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and a garland of twelve stars. 

                                                
3 Prigent, Apocalypse 12, 1. Cited by Greg Beale, Revelation (NIGTC), 621. 
4 See Dennis Johnson, Him We Proclaim. (Kindle Locations 7073-7075). P&R Publishing. Kindle 
Edition. 
5 Beale, 622. 
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This woman is clothed in incredible glory and splendor. 

Verse 2 then adds this woman was with child and was screaming in labor pains, 
struggling to give birth. 

Some women here can appreciate this picture. 

Who is this woman? 

The woman should not simply be identified as Mary as Roman Catholic interpreters 
often do. 

Rather this woman is a picture of Israel, believing Israel we could add.6 

A very good summary of the entire OT is found in verses 1-2 – a woman laboring in pain 
in order to give birth to the Messiah. 

Listen to the helpful comments here of David Chilton. 

As prophetic revelation progresses in Scripture, it becomes increasingly clear 
that the Old Covenant Church is laboring to bring forth the Christ (cf. Mic. 4:9-
5:9): He was the basic promise of the Abrahamic covenant. This is what Israel 
was waiting for, being in labor and pain throughout her existence. This is the 
most essential meaning of Israel’s history, apart from which it has no 
significance: the bearing of the Manchild (cf. John 16:20-22), the Savior of the 
world. From the protevangelium to the Flood, from the Abrahamic Covenant 
through the slavery in Egypt, the Exodus, the settling of Canaan, the Babylonian 
Captivity, the return from exile, and the suffering under the Greeks and the 
Romans, Israel was laboring to give birth to the Christ, to bring in the Messianic 
age.7  

The second sign John saw in heaven was of a frightening great, fiery red dragon with 
seven heads, ten horns, and seven diadem crowns. 

This dragon is so immense and powerful that with its tail it swept a third of the stars of 
heaven and threw them to the earth. 

                                                
6 Greg Bahnsen and others share this perspective. Beale (628-629) calls attention to the view of 
Catholic scholars. In footnote 29, he quotes Brown who states that the mariological 
identification did not arise until about the sixth century. 
7 David Chilton, Days of Vengeance, 300. 
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Daniel speaking of Antiochus said in Daniel 8:10, 

Dan. 8:10 And it grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the 
host and some of the stars to the ground, and trampled them. 

The connection with Daniel 8:10 would indicate that the stars are the godly of Israel.8 

However, many commentators see the description here having to do with the rebellion 
of many angels along with satan. If this is the case, one third of the angels created by 
God are now in rebellion as demons. Both possibilities should be seriously considered.9 
There are other passages which speak of the rebellion of angels, so this is not the only 
place where we find this discussed. 

Leaving behind this detail, we focus on the last part of verse 4. 

This mighty dragon was ready to devour the Child as soon as it was born. 

Here we see the emphasis of this first part of the vision. The war between the great 
dragon and the woman seems very unfair. What defense does the woman and the child 
have against a dragon with seven heads and incredible power? 

We rightfully understand this as speaking of the satanic attempt to kill Jesus as a child. 
This is also a theme that we find throughout the OT – satan was trying to keep Christ 
from being born or kill Him as soon as he was born.10 

Verse 5 clearly shows us that this Child is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, the one 
who was to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. 

It is very clear that this child is our Savior. But what stands out in verse 5? 

John moves right from the birth of Christ to His ascension. 

It is not that John in anyway thinks that the cross of Christ or His earthly ministry were 
unimportant. Rather the quick move from His birth to His ascension emphasizes His 
victory and the total defeat of Satan to murder or stop the work of our Lord.11 

                                                
8 Beale, 635-639. 
9 Greg Bahnsen, David Chilton, and the ESVSB all present the view of fallen angels. 
10 Chilton, 307. 
11 Greg Bahnsen stated that John is taking a very hard poke at Satan. 
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Verse 6 then speaks of the woman fleeing into the wilderness where she enjoys God’s 
protection and provision for 1260 days. 

It is this detail that is matched by verse 14 showing us that we have one vision told in 
two related ways. 

How do we interpret verse 6?  

First, we observe that the reference to 1260 days is a period of 3.5 years, with each year 
measured at 360 days. 

This corresponds to a time and times and half a time that is found in verse 14. 

Second, we can see that one potential historical fulfillment of this verse refers to the 
believing Jews who responded to the words of Jesus in Matthew 24 that they flee to the 
wilderness during the siege of Jerusalem. 

One of the places where believing Jews fled was Pella (not in Iowa) but in Israel during 
the horrible siege of Jerusalem at the hands of the Romans in the first century. 

Third, in a broader sense, we find in verse 6 a repeated theme in Scripture – the 
combination of testing and God’s provision. 

We naturally want God’s provision without the corresponding testing. But that is not 
God’s way most often. 

The wilderness stands as a place of both trial and provision, which is a great theme in 
this chapter and throughout Scripture.12 

Beginning with verse 7, we don’t have a new vision but a different perspective on what 
has already been revealed in verses 1-6. 

In verses 7-12 we learn why the woman had to flee to the wilderness. The reason is not 
that satan has the upper hand but rather because he is the decisive loser.13 

We must never romanticize suffering or persecution. 

It is not something we should wish to happen. 

It is not that the outcome of suffering always appears to be for the good of God’s people. 

                                                
12 See Beale, 645ff. 
13 Chilton, 311. 
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We only have to consider how for over 1000 years Islam has nearly eradicated the 
presence of visible Christianity in most of northern Africa and throughout much of the 
Middle East. 

Satanic persecution leaves deep earthly scars. 

But we do consider that such persecution is a sign of satan’s defeat not his victory. 

Verse 7 speaks of a tremendous war in heaven. 

This might seem strange, but we are to keep in mind that verses 1 and 3 also speak of 
signs in heaven. 

Notice that in verse 7 the attack is initiated not by satan but by Michael and his angels. 

The outcome of this great spiritual war was victory for Michael and his angels resulting 
in great shame and defeat for the great dragon and his forces. 

We see clearly that the great dragon is the serpent of old, a reference to Genesis 3, and 
the one who is identified in Scripture as the devil and satan. 

Devil means one who slanders. 

Satan means one who accuses in a legal sense. 

These two terms are very powerful and appropriate terms for our greatest enemy. 

When did Satan fall from heaven as described here? 

The answer presented in the NT is during the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ 
culminating in the suffering of Christ on the cross. 

Certainly there was demonic activity in the OT, but in the NT the presence of demons is 
found almost on every page in the gospels.  

Why the difference? 

It is the presence of Jesus Christ who came to destroy the works of the devil as we read in 
1 John 3:8. Jesus was on the offensive. 

Matthew 12:28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom 
of God has come upon you. 29 Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will 
plunder his house. 
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Luke 10:17   Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons 
are subject to us in Your name.” 

Luke 10:18   And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

The very clear message of the Gospels is that in the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, satan was cast down out of heaven to the earth.14 

Verses 10-12 summarize this great triumph of our Lord Jesus Christ and then what this 
means for His true people still on the earth. 

The loud voice that sounds in heaven declares what Christ has accomplished – salvation 
and strength, the kingdom of our God and the power of His Christ have come! 

The great accuser of our brethren who did not ever cease in his deceitful work has been 
cast down! 

Verse 12 calls for the heavens to rejoice! This we understand very well. 

Verse 12 also calls for the earth and the sea to consider the great danger it still faces. 
Woe! 

The end of verse 12 is a critical verse in terms of helping us understand the situation we 
still face today. 

Our chief adversary is filled with great wrath because he knows he has only a short time! 

Satanic persecution is not something any of us want to directly face. 

It is a sign not of the devil’s sovereignty but his lack of triumph or victory. 

What can satan do?  

He has no way of striking out against Jesus Christ. 

He can still attack the woman who gave birth to the child as we see in verse 13. He can 
also attack the rest of her offspring as we see in verse 17. 

                                                
14 Chilton, 316. 
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Historically we understand the first to suffer were faithful Jews who believed in Jesus 
Christ. And then verse 17 includes all those of the nations who would also come to 
believe in Jesus Christ and also face satanic persecution. 

We also notice how believers are described in verse 17. 

We are those who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. 

It is not that through our obedience we become God’s people. Obedience and grace are 
never to be confused. Neither are they to be set as being against each other. 

2. REVELATION 12:11 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 

If Revelation 12 is the central chapter of the book, then in verse 11 we also find the heart 
of the book of Revelation. 

Revelation is the unveiling of the word of Jesus Christ. 

He is the great overcomer. It is Jesus Christ who then calls His people to also overcome. 

Overcome as you might know is related to the word nike, as in the shoe company. 

The verb is used 17x in Revelation. 

The first seven times this verb is used is found in the seven letters to the churches in 
chapters 2 and 3. 

 
Rev. 3:21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I 
also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

This is always the call given to the church – to overcome. 

How is it that believers overcome? 

Two things are stated with a third characteristic given. 

First, we overcome because or by the blood of the Lamb! 

The reason for our victory has nothing to do with who we are. No, it is the blood of Jesus 
Christ that is the basis for triumph. 
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The words of Paul in Romans 8 are a wonderful commentary on Rev. 12:11. 

33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.  34 Who 
is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 

My friends, do you know the absolute peace and assurance of being washed in the blood 
of Jesus Christ? 

The book of Revelation begins with this wonderful greeting. 

Rev. 1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, 
and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood, 

Is there anything more precious or beautiful? 

Second, verse 12 speaks of the word of their testimony. 

The word testimony is another significant word in Revelation. 

The word martyr comes from the root of this word. 

We think of a martyr as someone who dies because of faith in Jesus Christ. 

More broadly a martyr is a witness of the Lord Jesus Christ. As such a martyr then also 
brings a witness against those who would speak and do evil. 

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness. 

It is because we are witnesses of Jesus Christ that we can endure suffering and satanic 
persecution. 

Rev. 1:9   I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and 
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for 
the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.  

Rev. 6:9   When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those 
who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 

Rev. 12:17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make 
war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ.  
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We overcome only because of the blood of Christ and because of the glorious message of 
the gospel, which is our witness, our testimony. 

It must be carefully considered that satan doesn’t merely use persecution to try to attack 
the church of Jesus Christ. 

Do you remember from the parable of the sower how Jesus also spoke of the cares of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches? 

Persecution exposes some who profess to be Christians to truly not be. But so do also the 
cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches. 

Indeed these have been satan’s chief weapons in our nation leading perhaps to a much 
greater direct assault. 

We must overcome all of satan’s devices through the blood of the Lamb and our witness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally from verse 12, we have the description of those who endure suffering to the point 
of death. 

They did not live their lives to the death. 

They did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die. (NET) 

They did not love their lives in the face of death. (HCSB) 

Paul in Ephesians 5 says that one thing all people have in common is self-love. 

Ephesians 5:29 For no one ever hated his own flesh… 

We all love ourselves very much. 

There is no denying this.  

The problem is not that we love ourselves, but whether we love ourselves more than we 
love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The problem is that some love themselves and shrink from death. 

It is not that we ignore life here on earth, but what truly can the enemy do unto us? 

This is truly the power of God that we can love God more than we love ourselves. We 
can love the truth more than we simply chase the pleasures of this world. 
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We will continue to explore the theme of persecution next week by looking directly at 
the words of Jesus. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 

Prayer 

Hymn: 507 

 

Benediction – 1 Peter 5:8-11 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing 

that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. But 
may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. To Him 

be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 


