
Rev. 22:20 (WCF 33:3) “Always Watchful”

For the Children: When I was a little boy I sometimes got up to mischief.  Like when I tipped all my father’s pot-
plants upside-down, to make rows of little soil-castles.  I did not look forward to my father coming home from work 
that day!  Even my mother was worried about how angry he would be!  If we do not trust the Lord Jesus to save us from 
our sins, we will not look forward to His return.  We will be afraid of how angry He will be over our many sins.  But if 
we trust that He has paid for our sins on the cross, then we can really look forward eagerly to His coming.  Questions: 
Why does God tell us again and again about judgement and hell?  Why does He NOT tell us when the Lord Jesus is 
coming back?  How can we be “prepared” for Him to return at any time?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Certain Knowledge
• Eternal Life versus Eternal Curse: The previous 2 articles of the WCF tell of the coming Day of Judgement, 

when all men will be called to account.  Those who have been opposed to God will be cast into hell for 
everlasting punishment, in the presence of God’s wrath.  The elect will be with God, in the fullness of joy, 
peace and blessing, forever.  These facts are summed up in Rev. 22, with repetition and emphasis.  However, 
the very last word is about God’s grace in Christ.  “Last words” are very important in the Bible.

• An Emphatic Testimony: Further emphasis is placed upon these twin-truths by describing them as the 
“testimony/witness” of the Triune God, of angels and John.  The words “yes/indeed” and “Amen” reinforces 
the idea that these words of both warning and grace are faithful and true and vitally important 

Second Point: The Uncertain Time
• The Day Concealed: Some information about the timing of these things is, however, withheld.  So far as God’s 

revealed will is concerned, everything necessary has been fulfilled, so that Jesus may return any day from now 
on.  So far as His secret will is concerned – such as how many more elect must be gathered in – we do not 
know how much more time is needed

• The Day That Comes Quickly: We are told, though, that the Lord Jesus is “coming quickly.”  See also Rev. 3:3, 
16:15, 22:7, 12; Lk. 12:39; 1 Thess. 5:2, 4; 2 Pet. 3:20; and the Parables of Mt. 24:42-51 and 25:1-13.  The 
Lord is going to return suddenly, unexpectedly and rapidly, like a thief in the night.  See also Joel 2:9 and Jer. 
9:21 for OT equivalents concerning temporal judgements.  “Coming quickly” does not have to mean “quickly 
from a human viewpoint”; it may mean that when He comes, it will all unfold quickly – like the thief in the 
night

• Some Reasons for the Concealment: The concealment of the time is necessary to keep us striving to be 
prepared and vigilant at all times – as the Mt. 24-25 Parables show

Third Point: The Required Response
• The Church’s “Amen”: The repetition, emphasis and reinforcement of this judgement/salvation theme is aimed 

at getting us to respond with an “Amen.”  Both the individual believer and the church is to treat these things as 
a coming reality, to be taken seriously and acted upon NOW

• Against Carnal Security: Part of the action that follows from accepting these truths is that we stop trusting in 
ourselves and our own deeds.  Our deeds are all going to be tested by fire, and the only way anything will 
survive is because of Christ’s deeds.  So we examine ourselves to see if we are trusting Him for salvation and 
building on the foundation of Him

• Preparation and Desire for His Coming: The other response to Christ’s declaration that He is coming quickly is 
to say “Come Lord Jesus, come quickly” i.e. “Do as You have promised.”  The whole church, His Bride, 
desires this (22:17).  If we did not trust Him to save us, we would want a delay so that we can set our house in 
order more.  But when we trust Him, we can desire that He should return sooner rather than later 

Conclusion:


