
1 Tim. 2:15  “Safely Delivered”

For the Children: Many of you may grow up to become fathers or mothers.  Some may not end up married.  Some 
may marry, but have no children.  These things are in the Lord’s hands.  What is most important is that you serve the 
Lord with faith, love, godliness and self-control – whether as a mother, a father, or a single person.  In other words, 
those who have been saved by the Lord Jesus must show it by bearing spiritual fruit in our lives, in all we do, whatever 
our situation.  Questions: Why are mothers so important in the Lord’s sight?  Does that mean that those who are not 
mothers are less important?  What is more important than being a mother?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Importance of the Mother’s Role
• What Kind of Salvation?: This verse cannot mean that women earn salvation by having children, for that 

would contradict the truth that salvation is by grace, not works (Eph. 2:8-9).  As to the view that this is a 
promise of physical protection for believing women during child-birth, that seems contrary to experience. 
Some say the verse means that believing women will be saved by (Mary’s) bearing of the Christ-Child – since 
it literally says women will be saved by “the child-bearing.”  However, we are saved by Christ and His work 
on the cross, not Mary’s bearing of Christ.  The best interpretation is that a woman’s salvation is outworked 
along the pathway of her acceptance of her God-given role – as opposed to usurping the man’s role.  This fits 
the context of vss. 9-16.  V. 15 contrasts (”but”) the self-deception of Eve - and therefore, implicitly, of modern 
Feminism as well.

• A Vital Ministry: The mother’s role involves a significant ministry.  She may not take the man’s role of 
headship in home or teaching and ruling in the church, but she may nurture the next generation in their most 
impressionable years.  

• The Upholding of Life: Of course, the Lord does watch over the physical life of His people, including that of 
believing mothers during child-birth.  He protects His people, enabling us to carry out the ministries to which 
He calls us, according to His purposes.  See Ps. 128:3.  Sometimes His purpose for us is a very  brief time of 
service on this earth.

Second Point: Something Even More Important
• Perseverance of the Saints: In order for the ministry of mothers to be a genuine outworking of salvation, it 

must be carried out in faith, love, sanctification and self-restraint.  Having children, and even teaching them, is 
not a good work, unless it is a fruit of knowing Christ, built on the foundation of Him and His work.  Women 
only outwork their salvation through child-bearing “if they continue” in these things.  “Self-restraint” refers to 
soundness of doctrine and judgement, along with self-control.  Those things are needed if one is to accept the 
role God has assigned and to carry it out in a godly manner.

• Relevant for All Roles: Those same fruits - faith, love, sanctity and self-control - should govern all ministries 
and callings.  Single women, childless couples and men may all serve God, if they have these things.  These 
fruits are the critical factor in faithful service, not marital status, gender, or the fact that one has children.  

Conclusion:


