
James 1:9-12 
Backward Boasting 

 
Your big boast … 
 
I. Your Lot in Life 
  A. Rich and Lowly 
 B. Debtors One and All 
 
II. Your Lot in Christ 
 A. Fully Redeemed   
 B. Heavenly Treasures 
 
III. Your Life in the Balance 
 A. The Great Leveler 
 B. Lowly’s Acclaim  
 C. Richie’s Humility 
 
… is in the Lord alone. 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. How can people with very little stuff still be happy in the Lord? 
2. Can people with lots of stuff have real joy if they don’t have the Lord in 
their life? 
3. Could we ever do enough good in our life to pay our way into heaven? 
4. Who is the only one who could “pay the debt” of our sin? How did He do 
it? 
5. Will we take any of the stuff we have with us when it is time for us to be 
with the Lord in Heaven?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grip and Grasp Grace 
Once again God turns conventional wisdom on its head. The world 
promotes boasting for all kinds of earthly achievement and it would be fair 
to say top bragging rights often go to those who manage accumulate 
wealth. On the other hand worldly-mindedness often belittles the worth of 
those in lowly positions. There is no room in a Christian’s thinking to allow 
for either. Among God’s people the rich need to get a grip and the lowly 
need to get a grasp [everyone in between too]. The rich need to get a grip 
on the fact that all the worldly goods they own are ultimately from God, but 
they also need to get a grip on the fact that when it comes to eternal life, 
the had nothing to contribute but sin to the debt they owed Him. They also 
need to come to grips with the fact that they will someday lose their grip on 
all their earthly possessions and step into eternity. On the other hand the 
lowly need to grasp the generosity of God and know that while they may 
have little to nothing (and some literally have nothing) in this world, all the 
riches of heaven are theirs. It’s all of grace people. We all have to come to 
grips and grasp the simple truth Job so profoundly spoke: "Naked I came 
from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the 
LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD." Job 1:21. When all 
we have in this world is taken away and we shed this mortal coil what will 
matter most is whether or not we are clothed – not in the glamorous 
garments of the world – but in the glorious robe of the righteousness of 
Christ. What is your great boast? "Let the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord." 1 Corinthians 1:31   
 


