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Genesis 24: 1-9; “Taking a Wife for Isaac”, Sermon # 67 in the  series –  
“Beginnings”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on May 31st, 2015  

in the Morning Worship Service. 
 
 
We have before us the longest chapter in the book of Genesis, and it is devoted to Abraham’s 
obtaining a wife for his son Isaac.  I suppose that I could at this point launch into a series of topical 
sermons on the subject of courtship, but I will not.  It is not because that would not be profitable, 
but I believe that the very best way to learn what the Bible teaches is to teach it expositionally; to 
teach it as it comes to us from the text of Scripture itself, so that perhaps we will not only learn the 
principles of courtship, but the real life fact that a prudent wife is from the Lord.  Sometimes I 
think that we as Christian parents are looking for a formula to use in guiding our young people 
through the process of courtship.  Indeed I can remember, years ago, when we were first being 
taught courtship principles, that we thought if we had before us a list of good character qualities, if 
we could just look at this list of what we knew that we needed to see in a potential suitor or spouse, 
if we compared that person under consideration with every item on that sheet, that in time we and 
our dear son or daughter would find that perfect person.  Then everything would be fine we 
thought and we could give them our permission to marry. But let us understand; the things that we 
might write down on paper, the good things that we desire to see, or to find, in the life of the young 
person whom we want our son or daughter to marry, they all may apparently be there, to our 
careful observation. And yet, experience will teach us, that usually, much is still needed to be 
learned; both by the person who is being considered, and by our own son or daughter, about what 
it means to be a mature person and a good Christian, and a real godly person.  The real question is: 
Is there, in that person, a desire to learn and grow in relation to doing the will of God, and living by 
faith in relation to the truths and principles of wisdom which are found in the Bible?  In fact, if I am 
not mistaken, there will be many things which the parents will need to learn as well in this process 
of helping and guiding their son or daughter in regard to the decisions that they will make in 
relation to who they will marry.  All of this requires that we as parents, and we as young people 
would pray and ask the Lord to lead us in His way.  That is what this passage is all about.  
       I hope that each of us will be able to say with Abraham’s servant in verse 48 of this chapter, 
“And I bowed my head and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord God of my master Abraham, 
who had led me in the way of truth.”    Let’s ask this question in regard to these verses: What were 
the directives that were given by Abraham to his servant so that he would obtain God’s blessing in 
securing a godly wife for Isaac?  There are 3 of them in our text.  Let's look at them together.  1st of 
all- Abraham made his servant take an oath in regard to where he would go looking for a wife for 
Isaac. (Verses 1-4)   2nd – Abraham helped answer his servant’s question on the subject of the 
Rebekah’s willingness to leave her native land. (Verses 5 and 6)  And 3rd – Abraham pointed his 
servant on to the help of God Himself in terms of the success of his mission. (Verses 7-9)  Let’s 
consider together -   
1st of all – Abraham made his servant take an oath in regard to where he would go 
looking for a wife for Isaac. (Verses 1-4) 
       “Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things.”  
“So Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had, ‘Please, put 
your hand under my thigh, and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God 
of the earth that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among 
whom I dwell; but you shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”  
It is interesting to note that Isaac is now about 40 years old at the time when these things took 
place.  Abraham knows how deadly it will be to the fulfillment of God’s promises if Isaac should 
marry one of the daughters of the land.  Obtaining a godly wife for Isaac was an important enough 
and a difficult enough objective, that Abraham had to give certain instructions to his servant on 
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how to accomplish it.  This servant, I would guess, is the Eliezar of Damascus that Abraham 
mentions in chapter 15, verse 2 when he had his conversation with God.  Abraham thought this 
matter of who Isaac would wed was important enough that he was going to delegate the seeking of 
the bride, not to Isaac himself, but to his most trusted servant.   He was going to strictly charge his 
servant and give him instructions in regard to his search.  Even so, we as parents should seek God’s 
blessing in these matters and realize that we too should give our children instruction about what it 
will take to be able to find a godly wife or husband. 
       Abraham says to his trusted servant, who was his steward, the man who ruled over all that he 
had, “Please, put your hand under my thigh, and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of 
heaven and the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell; but you shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife 
for my son Isaac.”  Now this may seem to you and I a very strange way of taking an oath, and 
whether it was the general custom at the time of Abraham, I do not know.  It seems to be much 
more than what we do when we require a person to “raise their right hand” and swear to tell the 
truth.  We would not think of asking the person to “put their hand under our thigh”.  No, this kind 
of swearing had reference, I believe to the most important things in a man’s life related to his 
family, and what would affect generations to come.  The same custom is asked for by Jacob when 
he lay dying in Genesis 47: 29.   He said to his son Joseph, “Now if I have found favor in your sight, 
please put your hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and faithfully with me.”  “Please do not bury 
me in Egypt, but let me lie with my fathers; you shall carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their 
burial place.”  It is a very personal request that Joseph would act on Jacob’s behalf in a kind and 
faithful way, seeing that he could not do what he would want to do; because he would be dead.  
Similarly, Abraham is requiring an oath from Eliezar for the reason that he will not be able to make 
this trip himself to Mesopotamia to make the decisions that would need to be made, and he is 
saying, "You must act in just the way that you know that I would act in all these various situations.   
       He is asking his servant for a pledge of faithfulness.  He is saying, in effect, “I am holding you to 
your sworn promise that you will do what I am requesting and act faithfully on my behalf.”  It was 
placing the hand under the thigh from a seated position, and thus being pinned down to the 
promise that is made, as it respects the deepest most intimate thoughts of the heart and soul about 
what should come of these actions if they were not carried out; how it would affect God’s honor and 
glory and the future blessing of the family.  This is exactly the kind of directive that I believe that 
we who are parents need to be able to give to our children.  We will not necessarily be asking them 
to “put their hand under our thigh”.  But we will have so instructed them with Biblical principles of 
truth concerning their responsibilities toward the opposite sex and toward  those whom they will 
marry that they will act in a way honoring to us and to the Lord, just as certainly as if we were right 
there with them. But you will notice that we do not find one objection on the part of Isaac to any of 
these proceedings, even though he was almost 40 years old.  He didn't say, "Oh come on Dad, why 
can’t I date one of the Canaanite girls?  They are really quite cute.  I might be able to convince one 
of them to believe in the promises of God.”  Or, “Why can't I go myself Dad and search for the girl 
of my dreams?”  “Why does Eliezar get to have all the fun?”  “Don’t you trust me to be able to make 
the right choice?”  
       But you see, Isaac did not say any of these things.  He wasn’t an unbelieving man like some of 
those in the days of Noah who “saw the daughters of men that they were beautiful; and they took 
wives for themselves of all whom they chose.”  He wasn’t like his own son Esau who it says in 
Genesis 28: 8, “saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his father, so he went to Ishmael 
and took one of his daughters to be his wife.”  This was besides the 2 Hittite daughters Judith and 
Basemath whom he had married before.  It says in Genesis 26: 35 that they were “a great grief of 
mind to Isaac and Rebekah.”  In fact in Genesis 27: 46 Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life 
because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are 
the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?”  So, you can see just how important it is 
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not to marry the “daughters of the land”, that is, an unbelieving girl, if you are a young man who 
knows the Lord.  It will affect the godly happiness of other members of the family and have the bad 
spiritual consequence of producing many more ungodly unbelieving people, and that for perhaps 
many generations to come.  I trust that you all understand that a believer should not marry an 
unbeliever.  But there are many young people who attend church who think that if they have never 
made a profession of faith or a commitment to the local church that this means that it does not 
matter if they marry someone who never goes to church.  This is a very sad mistake and something 
to be decisively avoided.   
        But I also believe that it is something very much to be desired that our children would marry a 
person from our own Reformed Baptist movement of churches.  This is something to be greatly 
desired.  I believe that God’s greatest blessings lie with those who will build upon their parents’ 
convictions, if they are godly parents.  Children, and young people, you ought to treasure the 
heritage of your Reformed Baptist parents and their faith.  They have taken their stand for truth 
and the precious doctrines of grace, and they have traveled many miles, for many years to obtain 
the preaching of sound doctrine and the practice of that truth which will honor God.  The way that 
you can honor God and be blessed by God is receive your parent’s instruction and counsel, and to 
look into it, and  see that this is the wisdom of God.  Courtship principles are the wisdom of God if 
you are together with your parents in doctrine and the practice of godliness.  Your parents being 
actively involved with you in the evaluation of a future mate for you, is the good Bible way.  It is the 
blessing of God to you and to your parents if you then find a wife or a husband who will also hold 
dear what is true and honorable and right in accordance with His precious Word.   
2nd – Abraham answered his servant’s question on the subject of the Rebekah's 
willingness to leave her native land. (verses 5 and 6) 
          Eliezar says to Abraham in verse 5, “Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to 
this land.”  “Must I take your son back to the land from where you came?”  “But Abraham said to 
him, ‘Beware that you do not take my son back there.” Now, you and I should be able to understand 
the reasonableness of this question.  Whenever a man is going to ask a woman to marry him, he 
must first seek to find out whether there is a willingness on her part to enter in to the marital 
estate. We see here that even though in this situation we find somewhat of an arranged marriage 
taking place, yet the question was still going to come up, whether she would be willing to come with 
him. Nowadays, when marriage is being considered, your often hear the statement: There must be 
“sparks”, or there should be romance involved in the interaction between the persons concerned.  
We tend to think that there always must be a great desire and physical attraction that should 
accompany the willingness to marry the specific person that is being considered.   
       But think with me for a moment about the situation here.  Isaac is willing and probably even 
desirous to be married, and yet he is willing to submit all the strength of his personal desires to the 
wisdom and godly obedience of his father’s directives in this whole matter.  He is not going to get to 
see Rebekah until she has actually made the decision to become his wife and comes riding up to 
him on a camel!  I am sure that most single men in this congregation would find this mighty 
disturbing, but Isaac didn’t.  And the reason that he didn’t was because of his willingness to do the 
will of God.   He was willing to do the will of God in this particular way; to receive what God had 
already told his father, which was that His father’s servant would go to Haran and take a wife for 
him there.  This, truly, is a beautiful faith that we see in him.  But let us see that Rebekah is in the 
same boat.  Her willingness to leave her country and go to Canaan is all based upon faith and not 
sight.  I am not suggesting at all that it is the norm that we engage in this kind of unseen courtship, 
but we must understand that God does have the ability to give to every godly young man a prudent 
wife, a wife that will do him good all his days, and one who will follow his spiritual lead.   A godly, 
believing young woman must be willing to believe that God is well able to give to her a husband 
whose supreme affection will be first of all, to God Himself, and yet still, there will be a great 
affection for her.  Rebekah, as we shall see, did come to believe this.  But it was only based upon the 
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godly speech, conduct, and gifts of this servant Eliezar.  If she had not seen this it is very doubtful 
to me that she would have been willing to go with him back to Canaan.   
       So as Abraham hears this question, concerning the woman’s willingness, he does not dismiss it 
lightly, but he actually goes so far as to say in verse 8, “If the woman is not willing to follow you, 
then you will be released from this oath; only do not take my son back there.”  You see, God and 
Abraham had a very high standard when it came to marriage.  The woman would have to be willing 
to follow her husband’s lead in relation to the revealed word of God, and the promises which God 
had made to Abraham, and how those promises of God would be worked out in their marriage.  It 
was not as though Isaac would not consider Rebekah’s thoughts, ideas, and opinions.  It would only 
be loving on his part to do so, and to do so in everything.  But she would be willing to be led by 
Isaac and she would support him as a helper in relation to those things that he would want to do 
with his life and work.  There must be this basic willingness in a godly woman in our day.  And we 
shall see as we go through this chapter that there was this willingness in Rebekah.  She was willing 
to leave her relatives and her native land and to become as Abraham and Isaac already were, 
strangers, and aliens, and sojourners in the land of promise. This basic willingness is a willingness 
to leave her own family and cleave to her husband.  Someone has well said that most of the 
problems in marriage are a result of a failure either to leave or to cleave.  Both depend ultimately 
on a willingness to do so by faith in what God will do, on the part of both the husband and the wife, 
who believe that this is God’s holy will; to accept God’s definition of their roles in marriage, and live 
accordingly. 
And then 3rd – Abraham’s 3rd directive to his servant was that he pointed him on to 
the help of God Himself, in terms of the success of his mission. (Verses 7-9) 
        Abraham wanted his servant to understand that God was the one that he must look to, to find 
the right girl for Isaac.  This would not be easy, but it would not be impossible.  In fact he must look 
for tokens of God’s favor, His help, and intervention at every step of the way in this mission.   
Abraham tells him, “The Lord God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the 
land of my family, and who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants I give this 
land’, He will send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there.”  Abraham 
had really learned to live by faith, and now he expects that because God has done this thing for 
him, that He would also do it for his servant.  Is it not a great and a glorious thing to think about, 
that God will go before us as Christians in all that we do; and especially in trying to find a life 
partner?  Abraham’s faith was strong enough to say, “You shall take a wife for my son from there”.  
God had sworn with an oath to give to his descendants the land.  In order for Isaac to have 
descendants there will have to be a wife.  Therefore there will be success, even if the first woman 
who was encountered was unwilling.  But the first one the servant met was willing. And she came 
back with him as the gift from God.  These are the holy directives that Abraham gave to his servant.  
And we as parents can share them with our children as well.  Let us resolve by God’s grace to help 
our children to look in the right places for a mate; not among the people of the world, but among 
the families of godly parents.  And let us pray and expect that God will Himself go before them in 
all their efforts to find a wife who will help them to fulfill the purpose of God in their generation.   


