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             JESUS AND THE CANAANITE WOMAN BY PALMA VECCHIO CIR 1520 
 
JESUS AND THE SYROPHOENICIAN WOMAN 
 
Mark 7:24-37 
 

24 And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and 
entered into a house, and would have no man know it: but he could not be hid. 
25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard 
of him, and came and fell at his feet: 26 the woman was a Greek, a 
Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the 
|demon| out of her daughter. 27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first 
be filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the 
dogs. 28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under 
the table eat of the children’s crumbs. 29 And he said unto her, For this saying 
go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 30 And when she was come to 
her house, she found the |demon|  gone out, and her daughter laid upon the 
bed. 31 And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto 
the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. 32 And they 
bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and 
they beseech him to put his hand upon him. 33 And he took him aside from the 
multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his 
tongue; 34 and looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, 
EPHPHATHA, that is, Be opened. 35 And straightway his ears were opened, and 
the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. 36 And he charged 
them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so much the 
more a great deal they published it; 37 and were beyond measure astonished, 
saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the 
dumb to speak (KJV). 
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JESUS GOES TO TYRE & SIDON (ANCIENT PHOENICIA – MODERN LEBANON) 
 
Mark 7:24 
 

24 And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and 
entered into a house, and would have no man know it: but he could not be hid 
(KJV). 

 
Jesus leaves the Jewish crowds in Galilee and heads to Tyre and Sidon, two Gentile cities 
in ancient Phoenicia, which is modern day Lebanon. Tyre about 900 years earlier had 
formed an alliance with David and Solomon. The people there provided timber and skilled 
artisans for Israel. Solomon shipped to Hiram and subsequent rulers the grain needed by 
Tyre’s people (1 Kings 5; Acts 12:20). It was the people of Tyre that had introduced Baal 
worship into Israel. Jezebel from Phoenicia in the ninth century B.C. married King Ahab 
(I Kings 16:31) and brought Baal worship to the northern ten tribes of Israel.  Tyre was an 
island stronghold just off the Mediterranean coast. It was situated south of Sidon and north 
of Carmel. Alexander the Great took it by building a causeway to it. At the time of Jesus it 
was a Roman province of Syria. 
 
It had been prophesied that the people of Tyre and vicinity would one day share the 
blessings of the Messianic age (Psalm 87:4). That prophecy was in its early stages of 
fulfillment when people there traveled to Galilee to hear Jesus and to be healed of their 
illnesses (Matthew 4:24, 25; Luke 6:17). This time it is Jesus who is coming to them. 
It seems that His intent was to avoid the religious authorities in Galilee. 
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As usual His desire to keep His presence a secret was stopped by His immense popularity 
and the crowds who followed Him. Phoenicia was about thirty-five miles directly 
northwest of Galilee. It is highly likely He was only truly seeking to avoid the religious 
authorities that were going to kill Him as soon as they could. He knew how to limit His 
exposure to them so as not to anger them any sooner than necessary. He had His master 
celestial plan for His own execution that was put into place before the foundation of the 
world. He was going to come into the earth and provide the salvation of mankind and 
nothing was going to stop Him. The plan was made and He was carrying it out in the most 
masterful manner. Even though He made it quite clear that He came primarily to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel (Matthew 15:24) He did not stop the Gentiles from 
approaching Him. Some who clearly demonstrated their faith toward Him were healed 
such as the woman with the vaginal hemorrhaging that had lasted for twelve years. 
 
DEMONIC POSSESSION 
 
Mark 7:25-26 
 

25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard 
of him, and came and fell at his feet: 26 the woman was a Greek, a 
Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the 
|demon| out of her daughter (KJV). 

 
An unnamed woman, a Gentile, who was also a Greek came to Him, prostrated herself 
before Him and begged Him to exorcise her demonically possessed daughter who 
remained at their home. The Gentiles had not always treated the Jews kindly and 
dominated them since the Assyrian invasion of the north in 722 B.C. and the final 
Babylonian invasion of the south in 586 B.C.  
 
This scene also provides some insight in the relationship of the Jewish men to their 
women at that time. Men dominated women then and not always in a respectable manner. 
Also a rabbi was not supposed to have and direct contact with a woman and her 
nationality of Gentile Syrophoenicia further provided an inherent distancing between her 
and Jesus. She was demonstrating a strong faith and desperately needed to have her 
daughter relieved of demonic oppression. She therefore in her desperation and belief that 
Jesus could heal her daughter she decided cross all these barriers and beg Jesus to heal her.  
 
FOOD IS FOR WHOM 
 
Mark 7:27 
 

27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to 
take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the dogs (KJV). 

 
Jesus uses figurative language here in an illustrative manner to describe the present 
situation and relationships. First, He refers to his disciples as His children (Mark 9:35-37) 
and the little children’s bread as the out pouring of His ministry and teaching to them. 
Finally the dogs represent household pets represent the Gentiles. One of the relational 
aspects of His ministry is shown here in this statement because He came first for the Jews 
(Matthew 15:24). Paul affirms this and carries it forth into the Church Age by saying that 
the Gospel goes to the Jew first and then to the Gentile (Romans 1:16). Even though the 
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Jewish religious authorities referred derogatorily to the Gentiles as dogs this was not 
Jesus’ communication. He was not being like the Pharisees and Scribes. The Greek word 
which when applied to the derogative intent is different here and refers to wild scavenger 
viscous dogs. Here it means household pets that would have gotten fed from the families 
only after the children had received their meals. Jesus’ first priority was to feed (teach) 
His disciples and in an illustrative sense He says it is inappropriate to take from the 
disciples and give His meal (teaching) to the dogs. Jesus was saying that this was an issue 
of priority to have the Jews accept Him as their Messiah so they could bring this message 
to the world (Genesis 12:3). He was not omitting the Gentiles from receiving Him. This 
was just a matter of priority. Other passages in the Bible clearly reveal that the message is 
to go to the entire world (Psalm 22:27; Isaiah 56:7; Matthew 28:19; Romans 15:9-12). 
 
FAITH DELIVERS 
 
Mark 7:28-30 
 

28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the 
table eat of the children’s crumbs. 29 And he said unto her, For this saying go 
thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 30 And when she was come to 
her house, she found the |demon| gone out, and her daughter laid upon the 
bed (KJV). 

 
As she answered Him she was extremely humble in that she took her place as a Gentile 
dog that is only fit to eat the scraps of Spiritual blessings that “fell from the table of 
Israel.” She quickly realized what He was saying and positioned herself in the relationship 
by saying, “the dogs under the table eat of the children’s crumbs.” What she means is that 
the leftovers of the children’s meal (disciples of Israel Spiritual teaching) fall to the floor 
and can be eaten by the dogs (Gentiles) that are also hungry. There was more than enough 
of Jesus spiritual benevolence to go around and the disciples would never assimilate it all.  
 
This is a picture of the future deliverance of the Gentiles from the bondage of sin through 
faith in the Jewish Messiah who came to deliver the whole world. Interestingly the Jews 
would reject their Messiah while many Gentiles whom the Jews rejected too would accept 
Jesus. 
 
So Jesus grants her request because of her faith demonstrated through her persistence. 
This was in direct contrast to their lack of early faith in Him by His disciples (Mark 6:52; 
8:14-21). His words tested her faith and she passed. She understood Jesus’s Lordship and 
He was aware of her genuine faith in Him so He healed her daughter. She went home to 
find that the |demon| gone out. He has power to control the spirit world even without 
being in the immediate presence of the demons and possessed person. We can realize that 
even though Jesus is not physically with us He can heal and comfort us through prayer. 
 
JESUS HEALS THE MUTE 
 
Mark 7: 31-35 
 

31 And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the 
sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. 32 And they bring 
unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they 
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beseech him to put his hand upon him. 33 And he took him aside from the 
multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his 
tongue; 34 and looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, 
EPHPHATHA, that is, Be opened. 35 And straightway his ears were opened, and 
the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain (KJV). 

 
The entire group then left Tyre and travelled back to Galilee. The text here speaks of being 
in the midst of the Decapolis. This was a region around the Galilean region consisting of 
ten towns. The name comes from the Greek word deka which means ten, and polis, city. 
It is the name given in the Bible and by ancient writers to a region in Israel to the east and 
south of the Sea of Galilee. It took its name from the confederation of the ten cities that 
dominated its extent. The Decapolis is referred to in the New Testament three times: 
Matthew 4:25; Mark 5:20; 7:31. Josephus, Ptolemy, Strabo, Pliny, and other ancient 
writers also make frequent reference to it. 
 
Now the friends of a deaf mute brought him to Jesus and asked Him to place His hand 
upon him to heal him. This is a fulfillment of prophecy, which only Mark realized and 
shared in these passages. This account does not appear in any other of the Gospels. 
 
Isaiah 35:6 
 

6Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall 
sing; for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert 
(ASV 1901). 

 
Interestingly Jesus does not perform this miracle in front of the people present. He took 
him aside from the multitude to heal him. Jesus was going to heal this man without any 
audience to crowd Him. Perhaps this would put the man at ease to be without a crowd. 
Mark describes the miracle in detail so we can have a close understanding of the dynamics 
of the process that the God of all creation used to correct a human physical defect, which 
was a result of the Fall of Mankind.  
 
First, He put his fingers into the man’s ears. Knowing the man can only communicate by 
action and not sound Jesus acts out the stages of the miracle. Then Jesus provides him the 
miracle he needs.  
 
Second, He spat on his own finger, and with that wet finger touched the man’s tongue. The 
meaning here was, I will do what is necessary to open the impediment of your tongue. 
 
Third, He looked up to heaven, indicating that his help came from above; in other words, 
that in prayer he was “taking hold of” his heavenly Father.  
 
Fourth, He sighed that is, Jesus was showing compassion to the man. It showed that he 
was taking the man’s condition to heart.  
 
Fifth, He said, “Ephphatha!” This is an Aramaic word which means be opened. For his 
Roman readers Mark translates the term. 
 
The result was clearly a healing as the text says he could speak and hear as his ears were 
opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. 
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THE CROWD REALIZES THE MIRACLE 
 
Mark 7: 36-37 
 

36 And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged 
them, so much the more a great deal they published it; 37 and were beyond 
measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh both the 
deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak (KJV). 

 
Even though the miracle had been privately administered the public was aware of it. Jesus 
asked them strongly to not broadcast it about. But they ignored the request and 
immediately began to publish it. They were overwhelmed and amazed. It would be 
difficult if not impossible to not tell anybody. The message they broadcast was clear, “he 
maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.” This was the message that Isaiah 
had prophesied seven hundred years earlier. 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: MARK: JESUS AGAIN FEEDS MANY PEOPLE 
Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
E-mail info@pentwaterbiblechurch.com Toll Free 877-706-2479 
 
 




