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Message #14                Matthew 5:27-32 

 

As we come to this passage in Matthew, we come to one of the most misunderstood passages in 

all of the Bible.  Origen (A.D. 185-254), the Alexandrian theologian, who is considered by many 

to be one of the great church fathers and textual critics of the Bible, based on this passage and 

Matthew 19:12 had himself castrated. 

 

JESUS CHRIST IS TEACHING ISRAEL THAT THERE ARE VARIOUS WAYS TO 

COMMIT  ADULTERY  AND THE ONE WHO COMMITS ADULTERY DOES NOT  

 DESERVE  ENTRANCE INTO THE KINGDOM, BUT ENTRANCE INTO HELL. 

 

The question being addressed here is not whether one who has committed adultery can be for-

given, for as many Scriptures testify that one may be forgiven.  The question here is who may be 

identified as being guilty of committing adultery.  

 

Now there are at least four ways, according to God, that one is guilty of committing adultery: 

1. To have sexual relations with a married person who is not your mate.  John 8:3-4 

2. To look on a person lustfully who is not your mate.  Matt. 5:27-30 

3. To divorce a mate for any reason other than immorality.  Matt. 5:32a 

4. To marry a divorced person.  Luke 16:18; Matt.  5:32b 

If a person has done any of these things, he/she is guilty before God of committing adultery. 

 

ADULTERY TYPE #1 – Committing adultery through lustful  looking .  5:27-30 

 

(Fact #1) - There is an O.T. commandment that deals with the subject of adultery (5:27).  

Adultery is a very serious matter in the mind of God.  It can bring serious judgment to the partic-

ipant.  Verse 27 states it is an O.T. Biblical commandment–“Thou shalt not commit adultery.”  

This is commandment #7 of the famed ten commandments and it is emphasized time and time 

again: 

 

Exodus 20:14 says, “You shall not commit adultery.” 

Deuteronomy 5:18 says, “You shall not commit adultery.” 

In the O.T. economy, to commit adultery meant one would die. 

Leviticus 20:10 says that a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife or with his 

friend’s wife shall die–both the adulterer and the adulteress.  Deuteronomy 22:22 says that if a 

man is found lying with a married woman, both of them shall die. 

 

(Fact #2) - There is a N.T. teaching that clarifies what God  views  as adultery (5:28).  Now in 

verse 28 Jesus wants to take an understanding of adultery to a whole new level.  When He says, 

“But I say to you,” it is very emphatic in Greek.  Jesus is speaking as Divine King and He is 

addressing God’s perspective of what is classified as adultery, namely, “looking on a woman to 

lust for her.”  One might say, “I’ve never committed adultery because I never divorced my 

mate.”  Jesus says think again; just as you have a speech problem in that you’ve committed 

murder, so you have an eye problem in that you’ve committed adultery. 
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(Grammatical Point #1) - The participle “looks” is present tense which means Jesus is speaking 

    about a continual habitual looking.  This is not a one moment in time glance; this is a repeated  

    gazing. 

 

(Grammatical Point #2) - The infinitive “to lust” is a purpose infinitive.  In other words, the  

    premeditated purpose of the looking is to lust.  The tense of the infinitive is aorist, which  

    would seem to indicate that the action of lusting occurs before the action of looking (Dana & 

    Mantey, p. 230). 

Now here is Christ’s point–if a man or woman continually and habitually is prompted by lusts to 

continually look at something immoral–this one is guilty of committing adultery in his/her heart. 

 

(Fact #3) - There will be hell for one who commits adultery unless it is eliminated (5:29-30).  

You cannot escape hell by plucking out your eye or by cutting off your hand.  The matter of 

going or not going to hell is determined by believing or not believing on Jesus Christ.  What is  

so often overlooked here is that lust and adultery are problems of the heart (5:28), so even if you 

plucked out your eye or cut off your hand, you would still have your heart problem.  What every 

person who heard this should have said is “we are guilty, what can we do about our heart 

problem?” 

 

ADULTERY TYPE #2 – Committing adultery through non-sanctioned  divorce .  5:31-32 

 

Christ’s point is those who had divorced their mates for any reason other than sexual immorality 

were guilty of promoting adultery.  When Christ was on earth, many rabbis had a very casual and 

loose attitude about divorce.  They based their idea on Deut. 24:1-4 which is a text that permitted 

divorce.  Any reason was good enough for divorce and the only stipulation was a certified piece 

of paper. 

 

Now one question comes to mind and that is can God forgive you if you have committed 

adultery?  If you go to God and admit that you have been an adulterer, can God forgive you? 

Fortunately for us we have Biblical passages that deal with this reality: 

1. John 4:7-39 – Jesus forgave a Samaritan woman who had been married  five  times and was  

                           living with a man. 

2. John 8:3-11 – Jesus forgave a woman taken in the very  act  of adultery. 

3. I Cor. 6:9-11 – Many Corinthians had been washed  clean  from their sin of adultery. 

 

Those who would have a right to enter the kingdom had to do so based on truth and the truth was 

many of them had been guilty of adultery.  They needed righteousness that far surpassed the 

righteousness of even the best religious people–they needed the righteousness of God.  We may 

be certain that when Jesus Christ reigns as righteous King on this earth, any adulterous thing will 

be completely eliminated. 
 

Practical Application: 

1. Most people have in one way or another committed what God would classify as adultery. 

2. Honest admission and confession is key to forgiveness. 

3. Eliminate any immoral or adulterous thing from your life. 


