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Redemptive Discipline: Hosea 2:1-13 
Ben Reaoch, Three Rivers Grace Church 

Sunday, April 1, 2012 
 
 Last week we began our study in the Old Testament book 
of Hosea.  This morning we continue that study by looking at the 
first half of chapter 2.  Next Sunday is Easter Sunday, and I plan to 
preach from 1 Corinthians 1, both at our Good Friday service and 
on Easter morning, a passage that talks about the word of the cross 
which is folly to those who are perishing but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.  I pray that will be an edifying 
passage for us to meditate on as we celebrate the death of Christ 
and His glorious resurrection.  The week after Easter, then, we’ll 
be back in Hosea and continue our way through the rest of the 
book.   
 We saw in Hosea 1 the excruciating calling that God placed 
on Hosea’s life to be a living parable of God’s relationship with 
Israel.  Hosea was to go and marry a woman who would be 
unfaithful to him, a woman who would leave him and sell herself 
into prostitution.  It’s a shocking command that God gives to 
Hosea.  It’s painful even to consider.  Hosea obeyed God’s 
command, and went and married Gomer.  The first child was 
fathered by Hosea, but the second child and third child were 
apparently children of whoredom.  They were fathered by other 
men, as Gomer had gone and played the whore.  God gave Hosea 
specific instructions about the naming of each child, and each 
name was a message for the nation of Israel.  The first child was 
named Jezreel, because God was going to punish the people.  The 
second child was named No Mercy.  And the third child was 
named Not My People.   

That statement in 1:9 is an especially painful one, because 
it’s the exact opposite of the covenantal language that God had 
spoken to His people before.  For instance, in Exodus 6:7 God says 
to them, “I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, 
and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who has brought 
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.”  And Moses 
reiterated this in Deuteronomy 29, before the people entered the 
Promised Land.  Moses said to them, "You are standing today all 
of you before the Lord your God: the heads of your tribes, your 
elders, and your officers, all the men of Israel, your little ones, 
your wives, and the sojourner who is in your camp, from the one 
who chops your wood to the one who draws your water, so that 
you may enter into the sworn covenant of the Lord your God, 
which the Lord your God is making with you today, that he may 
establish you today as his people, and that he may be your God, as 
he promised you, and as he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to 
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Isaac, and to Jacob." (Deuteronomy 29:10-13)  That was the 
promise of the covenant, the beauty of the covenant, the wonderful 
comfort and enjoyment of the covenant, that God was choosing 
this people for His very own, to be committed to in a special way.  
God was taking to Himself a bride.  He is the husband.  Israel is 
the bride.   

But the people were unfaithful.  They were whoring after 
other gods.  They were committing adultery against their faithful 
husband.  That’s the picture we get in the book of Hosea.  And 
God threatens them with these harsh messages attached to the 
names of Hosea’s children.  I will punish you.  I will not have 
mercy on you.  You will no longer be my people. 

But then we also saw last week the great reversal of these 
statements in verses 10-11.  There is an amazing and abrupt 
reversal.  There is hope beyond the punishment.  Yes, God will 
discipline His people, but He will continue to be faithful to His 
promises.  He will not let them go forever.  Even though they 
break the covenant vows, He will not.  He will continue to be 
faithful to them and gracious to them, so that “the number of the 
children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be 
measured or numbered” (1:10).       
 Picking it up now in chapter 2, the first verse is a transition 
from the hopeful message of 1:10-11 to a message of severe 
chastisement in 2:2-13.  Verse 1 assures them that they are God’s 
people and they have received mercy.  But then there are some 
strong words of warning and threats of discipline. 
 The week after Easter we’ll come back and study the 
remainder of chapter 2, which is a glorious passage.  Again, the 
words of judgment give way to words of grace.  But even in verses 
2-13, if we understand this rightly, God is being gracious to His 
people.  He is warning them.  He will discipline them.  But it is 
redemptive discipline.  He’s not punishing them in such a way that 
they will be lost forever.  His desire is not to put them away 
permanently.  He is coming after them with tough love.  He will do 
what is necessary, even if it brings them momentary pain.  He will 
pursue them with redemptive discipline and unending affection, to 
turn them from their unfaithfulness and make them His own.   
 
God Pleads for His Estranged Wife 
 In verse 2, God is pleading for His estranged wife to return.  
In chapter 1 we were given some of the personal details of Hosea’s 
marriage to Gomer.  Here in chapter 2 Hosea and Gomer fade into 
the background as the relationship of God and Israel is at the 
forefront.  The imagery is vivid.  The analogy is clear.  The 
illustration has been played out by Gomer in her adultery against 
Hosea.  And now in chapter 2 the personal lives of Hosea and 
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Gomer are not the focus.  But rather, the spiritual adultery of Israel 
is the focus.  God, the husband, is pleading for her to return to 
Him.   
 The message is addressed to the children.  It’s as though 
God is telling the individual Israelites to plead with the rest of the 
nation to turn from her harlotry.  “Plead with your mother, plead.”  
It’s an urgent call of warning.  Then God gives some explanation 
that shows the seriousness of the plea.  “For she is not my wife, 
and I am not her husband.”  Now, we have to be careful not to take 
that statement out of context.  God is not saying that He has 
divorced His people.  He is simply saying that they have left Him 
and have gone to be with other lovers.  And therefore there is a 
very real separation between God and Israel.  But it is not a 
permanent separation, because God continues to pursue her.  He is 
grieving that, at present, they are not living as husband and wife.  
But in the words that come before and after this, we know that God 
wants her back.  He is warning her and pleading with her that she 
might return to Him. 
 As verse 2 goes on to say, “that she put away her whoring 
from her face, and her adultery from between her breasts.”  He 
wants her to stop parading herself before other gods, seeking their 
attention, seeking from them sinful pleasure and material gain.  So 
this is God pleading with His estranged wife.  He is full of love 
and affection for His wayward wife, and He is also full of 
righteous anger toward her sinful behavior.  Therefore He pleads 
with her in this way. 
 I want to proceed by talking about the folly of idolatry and 
then God’s redemptive discipline for idolatry.    
 
The Folly of Idolatry 
 The folly of idolatry we see specifically in verses 5 and 8.  
In verse 5 God is explaining why He will have no mercy on them.  
It’s because of their whoredom.  They have gone after other lovers.  
And then look at what she foolishly says in the second half of 
verse 5, “I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and my 
water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.”  That was 
Israel’s mindset.  They were convinced that their worship of these 
other gods was bringing them material gain. 
 Thomas McComiskey, in his commentary on Hosea, writes, 
“It began, perhaps, with something as innocuous as the placing of 
an image of Baal in a farmer’s field.  This is what their Canaanite 
neighbors did to increase production.  It is what people did in this 
land, and it appeared to work.  Gradually the invisible Yahweh lost 
ground to the baals whom the people could see and handle, whose 
religion was concerned with the necessities of life more than rigid 
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moral demands.  It was the baals, many Israelites came to believe, 
who fostered their crops and blessed them with children.”1 
 This was Israel’s whoredom.  They were not passive in 
their harlotry.  They were very active in seeking out lovers, to 
whom they could sell themselves, in the hope of gaining some 
material wealth in return.  That is the wording of verse 5, “I will go 
after my lovers.”  And the clear assumption is that these lovers are 
the ones who provide her bread, water, wool, flax, oil and drink.  
That was the nature of these pagan religions.  You do certain 
things for these idols, and they will grant you fertility.  Your crops 
will be bountiful.  They will cause you to prosper.  Israel had 
adopted that mindset and that way of life. 
 But then look at verse 8 and see the absolute foolishness of 
that kind of thinking and that kind of living.  God says in verse 8, 
“And she did not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the 
wine, and the oil, and who lavished on her silver and gold, which 
they used for Baal.”  God makes it plain that the idols were not the 
source of Israel’s prosperity.  No!  Whatever Israel had was a gift 
from God, Himself.  Israel was deluded to think that the idols were 
the ones caring for them.  And yet they took these things that were 
truly from God, and they used those things for Baal.   
 What a sickening scene.  If this kind of thing happened 
with Hosea and Gomer, as it may have, imagine Hosea going down 
to the place where Gomer was living, wherever that may have 
been—the place where she was working, where she was pursuing 
her lovers.  Hosea would have knocked on the door and maybe a 
man would have answered, wondering what Hosea was doing 
there.  And Hosea would have said, “I brought these things for my 
wife.  Will you see to it that she gets them?”  And then the man 
would have taken the things, closed the door, gone back to 
Gomer’s room and said, “Look what I brought for you.”  And 
Gomer would have thrown herself into his arms and said, “You’re 
so good to me.  Thank you.”     
 That’s the foolishness of what Israel thought about her 
idols.  She thought they were the ones providing her with the 
things she wanted.  But it was not so.  God was their provider.  
Everything they had was from Him. 
 This is true for us as well.  Whatever we have is from God, 
and it’s folly to think that our provisions come from anywhere else.  
If you are prospering in some area of your life, don’t pretend that 
some idol is the source of your prosperity.  Maybe you have 
idolized money, and you have gained material wealth.  Maybe you 
have idolized fashion or fitness, and you have gotten a lot of 
attention because of it.  Maybe you have idolized entertainment, 
and you derive a lot of enjoyment from that.  Maybe you have 
                                                
1 The Minor Prophets, page 34. 
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idolized your children, and you are very pleased with their 
achievements.   
 Whatever the idols may be, and whatever the benefits may 
be that are associated with those idols, don’t ever think that any 
good thing in your life is coming from anyone other than God, 
Himself.  God is the giver of all good things. 
 We are fools to think that our gains in life come from our 
clever thinking or our hard work or our good looks or our stellar 
planning or our wise decisions or our good sense of humor or our 
people skills.  We may place a high premium on any one of those 
things, and none of them are bad.  But to think that they’re the 
source of the many blessings in our lives is idolatry.  And that 
dishonors God greatly.  It’s also very destructive in our own lives 
and sets us up to be greatly disappointed.   
 In Jeremiah 2:13 God says, “for my people have committed 
two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no 
water.”  That’s the foolish road of idolatry, which scorns the 
goodness of God and destroys ourselves.  God is the fountain of 
living waters.  Everything good and true and eternally enjoyable is 
found in Him.  But idolatry turns away from that fountain to search 
for enjoyment elsewhere.  And notice the emptiness of that pursuit.  
“They hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can 
hold no water.”  You will never find lasting satisfaction when you 
turn from God and look for satisfaction elsewhere.  It will be 
fleeting and unfulfilling.  So turn from your idols and run to the 
fountain.    
 
God’s Redemptive Discipline for Idolatry 
 Finally, lets look at God’s redemptive discipline for 
idolatry.  Some of this sounds not only harsh, but downright 
degrading and hateful.  For instance, what is this talk of stripping 
her naked in verse 3?  We have to remember that this is an 
analogy.  This is not saying that Hosea did this to Gomer.  It’s 
certainly not a command for adulterous wives to be punished in 
this humiliating way.  We don’t know exactly what the background 
is for this.  There were other cultures where this kind of thing 
happened, but it’s not clear that it ever happened in Israel.  The 
language, apparently, is a prophetic metaphor for exile.2  Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Nahum all use similar language to describe God’s 
punishment (Jer 13:22-27; Ezek 16:37-39; Nah 3:4-5). 
 Here in Hosea 2:3 God says, “lest I strip her naked and 
make her as in the day she was born.”  The idea is that Israel will 
be humiliated before these other nations.  She will be as helpless as 
a baby.  And these lovers with whom she has committed adultery, 
                                                
2 See discussion in Duane Garrett, Hosea, Joel, pages 77-78. 
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they will now scoff at her and dominate her.  As verse 10 says, 
“Now I will uncover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and no 
one shall rescue her out of my hand.”   
 This is quite a stark way of describing the events that were 
near at hand for Israel.  In 722 B. C. Assyria would come in and 
defeat Israel.  Foolish Israel, adulterous Israel, who had run after 
her lovers, would now be defeated and shamed before those very 
lovers.   
 Is God just being mean with these threats of punishment?  
No.  Believe it or not, this is redemptive discipline.  And if you 
think that it’s too harsh to be redemptive, then you’re ignoring the 
depraved nature of sinful humanity.  If we were basically good, 
and we just needed a little redirecting from time to time, then, yes, 
this would be over the top.  But we’re not basically good.  We are 
wicked to the core, apart from God’s grace.  We are strong-willed 
rebels.   
 And therefore what we don’t need is for God to come 
alongside us and say, “OK, I’m going to count to 10.”  Or, “I’m 
going to give you an option.”  Or, “If you obey Daddy, I’ll give 
you a little reward.”  Those tactics might sound gentler. But they 
would not be loving, because they would not turn us from our sin.  
God loves His people enough to administer painful discipline. 
 Look at verse 6.  “Therefore I will hedge up her way with 
thorns, and I will build a wall against her, so that she cannot find 
her paths.”  And verse 9.  “Therefore I will take back my grain in 
its time, and my wine in its season, and I will take away my wool 
and my flax, which were to cover her nakedness.”  God is saying, 
The prosperity is going to end.  You have been enjoying these 
blessings from My hand, which you think are coming from your 
lovers.  Now it’s going to stop.  I’m going to put up a wall to 
thwart your adulterous plans.  I’m going to make it so that you 
cannot succeed in your sinful plans.  And I’m going to take back 
all these good things I’ve given to you.  You are going to fall on 
very hard times. 
 Verses 11 and following continue this idea.  “And I will put 
an end to all her mirth, her feasts, her new moons, her Sabbaths, 
and all her appointed feasts.  And I will lay waste her vines and her 
fig trees, . . .”  All these things they have enjoyed, all these special 
occasions they have celebrated, it will end, as God will take it all 
away from them and send them out of the Promised Land into 
exile. 
 Let’s think for a moment about the redemptive discipline of 
God in our lives.  In what ways have you seen God’s loving, and 
yet perhaps also very severe, discipline in your life?  For some, it 
may be that you are experiencing that discipline even now.  This is 
not to say that all suffering precisely fits this category.  God has 
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many purposes in our suffering, and many of those purposes may 
be mysteries to us.  But there are certainly clear ways in which 
God severely disciplines His people for their idolatry.  And He 
does so in order to bring them back. 
 Do you see what God is doing here?  He is taking away 
their idols.  He is causing their enjoyment of their idols to 
evaporate.  He is putting an end to the thrill of their adultery.  
Here’s the lesson for us: Don’t mourn when God removes an idol 
from your life.  It will certainly be painful.  You may be tempted to 
pout and even throw a fit.  But instead you should fall on your 
knees and praise God for rescuing you from your idolatry.  This is 
God’s redemptive discipline.   
 He may make it so that you just can’t have fun any more in 
your sin.  All of a sudden, it feels totally empty.  It used to be so 
fun, and it seemed so fulfilling, but now it’s just boring.  That’s the 
grace of God.  Or maybe your life begins to unravel, relationships 
are broken, comforts and securities are removed, and you simply 
can’t go on as you did before.  Now, as I said, there are many 
different purposes God has in our suffering.  And not every 
scenario is the same.   
 But I hope this message comes through loud and clear to 
those who are justifying sin, who are accommodating sin and 
rationalizing sinful behavior.  You call yourself a Christian and 
come to church and maybe even read your Bible and pray, but at 
the same time you are pursuing other lovers.  You are worshipping 
something other than God.  And maybe God is disciplining you for 
that to get your attention so that you’ll repent and return to Him.  
We all need to search our hearts in light of this message.  We need 
to examine the motives of our lives.  What is it that we really 
treasure?  What is it that we truly delight in?  We need to pray that 
God will reveal to us the idols of our hearts, and then we need to 
crush those idols, turn from those lovers, and flee into the arms of 
our gracious God.  If we do not, there will be severe discipline.   
 For those who never repent and believe, there will be 
eternal punishment in hell.  That’s the punishment for ongoing 
unrepentance.  For those who do truly repent and believe, and who 
truly belong to God, God will do whatever it takes to tear the idols 
from our clutching hands.  Our stubbornness makes this all the 
more painful.  May we, instead, eagerly let go of the idols and pray 
for grace to treasure God above all else. 
 So how do we know what the idols are that we are bowing 
down to?  One good question to ask is, “What do I think about 
when I don’t have anything else to think about?”  Sinclair 
Ferguson mentioned this in his talk at the Ligonier conference the 
other week.  He said that when he’s part of an interview with a 
candidate for a position at their church, he always asks this 
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question.  “What do you think about when you don’t have anything 
else to think about?”  That can tell you a lot about a person.  And 
that can tell you a lot about yourself.  Is your mind constantly 
gravitating toward how to make more money, or how to get more 
stuff, or how to impress more people, or how to get even with 
those who have wronged you, or how to get more enjoyment from 
a particular hobby or form of entertainment, or are you constantly 
worrying about what other people think of you?  What are the 
things you think about as you drift off to sleep?  What are the 
things you wake up thinking about?  Consider those things.  Are 
they consuming you?  Are you enslaved to them?  They may very 
well be idols. 
 Tim Keller mentions this, also, in his book Counterfeit 
Gods.  He writes, “the true god of your heart is what your thoughts 
effortlessly go to when there is nothing else demanding your 
attention.  What do you enjoy daydreaming about?”3  Keller lists 
three additional ways of identifying idols.  Secondly, he asks, how 
do spend your money?  “Your money flows most effortlessly 
toward your heart’s greatest love.”  Thirdly, how do you “respond 
to unanswered prayers and frustrated hopes”?  If you explode with 
anger when you don’t get something you want, it may very well be 
that that thing (which you didn’t get) is an idol in your life.  And 
finally, “look at your most uncontrollable emotions.”  That could 
be lustful passions, anger, bitterness.  And those could result in 
sexual sin, fits of anger, an uncontrolled tongue.  You may see a 
pattern in your life of uncontrolled spending, uncontrolled eating, 
uncontrolled drinking.  We need to take a careful inventory of our 
lives and pray for discernment to identify idols and then root them 
out of our lives, by God’s grace. 
 In verse 7 of Hosea 2, Israel says, “I will go and return to 
my first husband, for it was better for me then than now.”  This is a 
half-hearted statement.  It is also naïve for her to think that there 
can be such a quick fix to her problems.  And it’s presumptuous for 
her to think that she could so easily return to her husband and have 
everything be like it used to be.  This is presuming on the riches of 
God’s kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that 
God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance (Romans 2:4).  
And, of course, Israel did not even act on these words.  She 
continued to pursue her lovers.  These were mere words—half-
hearted, naïve, and presumptuous.     
 Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son tells a similar story.  The 
son asked for his inheritance so that he could go and spend it on 
foolish pleasures.  Those pleasures were short lived, and the young 
man quickly found himself poor and needy.  The best he could do 
was find a job feeding pigs, and he even craved the food the pigs 
                                                
3 Keller, Counterfeit Gods, page 168. 
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were eating.  That’s how desperate his situation was.  Finally he 
came to his senses and realized that he should return to his father.  
Things would be much better for him there.  And so he returned 
home, not knowing how his father would react.  You remember the 
story.  While the son was still a long way off, the father saw him 
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  
And the father said to his servants, “Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.  
And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate.  
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found” (Luke 15:11-24). 
 I want to close with the exhortation to return to our God.  
However you have strayed, whatever idols you have set up in your 
heart, do not remain on that destructive path.  Do not remain in the 
pigsty of your foolish pleasures.  Do not remain in the house of 
other lovers, like Gomer did.  And do not make empty professions 
of repentance, like Israel did—saying with empty words, “I will 
return to my husband.”    

Isaiah 55:6-7 says, “Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that 
he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon.”  May we each seek the Lord today, while he 
may be found.  Do not tarry.  Do not delay.  Do not say that you 
will consider doing this tomorrow, or next week, or at some point 
in time when you’re older.  Seek the Lord today.  Repent of your 
idolatry, and run to Him for grace.  And because of Christ’s 
sacrificial death on our behalf, there is grace.  Because of the cross, 
we can run to our God, and He will abundantly pardon.  He will 
welcome us with open arms.   


