
 

REFLECTIONS ON AN EXTENDED ILLNESS 

I. ALWAYS BE READY TO  ______________     James 4:13-16 

 A. Our life is but a  _________ that appears for a little time and then vanishes: it may end at any moment 

  This truth is emphasized in at least ____ other Bible passages, primarily in OT poetry—Job & Psalms 

 B. If we do not take this truth into account as we plan our lives, then we are  _____________ and boastful 

  1) To forget this truth is arrogance because the ________ of our lives is in the sovereign hands of God 

  2) Yet we often plan our lives forgetting that God may call us to ____________ before the day is over 

 C. We must repent of this kind of arrogance for three reasons: 

  1) This mindset spurs us to be certain of the  ___________________ of our souls    2 Corinthians 13:5 

  2) When we have this mindset, we will be constantly preparing for the Judgment __________ of Christ 

  3) This mindset helps to use the ______________ of this world correctly: God has only lent them to us 

II. IN EVERYTHING GIVE  ______________     1 Thess. 5:13; Ephesians 5:20 

 A. God works through the vocations of many saved &  _________ individuals to minister to us in our need 

  1) Many individuals spend their lives developing antibiotics that were unavailable just _____ years ago 

  2) James 1:17: God is the source of every good _______ we experience—doctors, nurses, antibiotics 

 B. Thankfulness is a ___________ to obey and it is part of a discipline to keep anxiety at bay  Phil. 4:6-7 

  STEP 1: Turn worry into a prayer request—we worry in detail and we need to pray in vivid  ________  

  STEP 2: In circumstances that induce worry and depression we must  _______ reasons to give thanks 

  RESULT: When we take both steps, the __________ that passes understanding pushes anxiety away 

III. NEVER LET A SERIOUS  _______________ GO TO WASTE 

 A. When God puts us flat on our backs in a  _____________ He is trying to change us  Hebrews 12:5-11 

  1) When God takes us through painful circumstances, He is doing some  ______________________  

      a) The word “chastening” in our NKJV means everything it takes to bring a child to ____________  

      b) This training includes ____________ punishment but it is broader—God training us, educating us 

  2) This childrearing is motivated by  ____________ and is for our profit, that we may bear spiritual fruit 

  3) But we profit from God’s childrearing efforts only when we cooperate and ____ to what He is doing 

 B. We must ensure that we benefit from ____________ and solitude 

  1) According to Psalm 16:8 the believer always has Someone at his right  ________ to talk to—GOD! 

  2) The believer always has a satisfying activity in which to engage—thinking about ____ and His Word 

IV. GOD DOESN’T ______________ ANY OF US 

 Christian workers face a pitfall: “God needs me and I am doing Him a big ________ to serve Him like I do” 

 A. Even the most faithful Christian worker is an  ________________ servant in God’s eyes  Luke 17:7-10 

  God owes us nothing because we are faithful; we can never put God in our  _________ by our service 

 B. Rather it is one of God’s blessings that He ________ any of us sinners to have part in what He is doing 

  1) God has a _______ for the ages that He is executing and nothing can stand in the way of His plans 

  2) 1 Cor. 3:9 calls us God’s  _____ : in His mercy God has granted that we can be part of His program 

  3) When we serve God, we are not doing God a favor; rather God is doing us a favor—permitting us  
  to be part of the greatest enterprise of all time! 


