
Rom. 1:16-17 (LD 23))  “Right with God”

For the Children: If you have done something wrong against your parents, it needs to be set right.  There will 
probably be a punishment for doing wrong; and then you will have to make sure you do what is right again.  
Once that happens, things return to normal and you are “right” with your parents again.  But sinful people cannot 
make things right with God.  He needs to make it right for us through His Son.  The Lord Jesus took our 
punishment for us; and He did what is right in His life as well.  When we believe in Him, things return to normal 
and we are “right” with God.  Questions: In what ways is the Gospel “powerful”?  Why does this comfort us?  
Why does it make us want to tell others about the Lord Jesus?
________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Power of the Gospel
1) The Power of Christ to Overcome Sin: The power of the Gospel lies not in the conversion of the masses,

who then dominate the world politically.  It lies in Christ and His work, by which sin is overcome and 
sinners are saved.  Behind that lie the infinite power of God’s sovereign plan and rule; His love, mercy, 
holiness and justice – all seen in the Gospel.

2) The Power of God’s Righteousness: To be specific, it is a matter of the righteousness of God – not what 
He requires of man in His law, but what He gives to man through His Son.  The righteousness of the 
unblemished Lamb of God paid the penalty for our sin, so that God looks at us as if we had never 
sinned; the righteousness of Christ’s perfect obedience is also imputed to us (counted as ours) so God 
treats us as if we were perfectly obedient.  That is what is meant by “justification”

3) The Powerful Effects of the Gospel: When the Gospel is accepted by faith, it radically changes the lives 
of sinners.  The spiritually blind begin to see.  They begin to live a life of grateful obedience.  They begin 
to join with other sinners in the unity of fellowship – even when they come from very different 
backgrounds, such as with Jews and Gentiles.

4) Limited Application, Not Limited Power: The power of the Gospel is not diminished by the fact that it is 
not applied to everyone in the same way.  Faith, a free gift from God, is essential as the instrument that 
joins us to Christ so we receive Him and His benefits.  Hence we speak of “justification by faith alone.”  
This is what is meant by the expression, “from faith to faith.”  But that gift is given by God according to 
His electing purposes, not to all.  

5) A Powerful Comfort: When we think about our old, sinful nature (as Q60 outlines) and what we deserve 
because of it, we see just how much good the Gospel does for us.  It is a great comfort to know that we 
do not receive what we deserve!

Second Point: The Eagerness to Preach the Gospel
1) The Apostle’s Eagerness: Another effect of the Gospel is that when we are changed by it, we want to 

share it with others – as Paul did.  He did so out of “obligation” to the Gentiles (vss. 14-15).  For God had
commanded that the Gentiles be told (Mt. 28:19, Acts 13:46-47).  But this was more than mere duty.  
The apostle was “eager” to do so (v. 15).  Far from being ashamed of the Gospel, it was an honour and 
a joy to tell such good news to others.  For Paul “gloried” and “exulted” in the Gospel (Rom. 5:2,3,11; 1 
Tim. 1:1).

2) The Apostle’s Confidence: Paul was not put off by fear of ridicule or persecution.  He knew the Lord 
would vindicate His Name, His Son’s Name, the truth of the Gospel and even his messengers.  He knew
that the Gospel was full of power.  It would not fail to do what the Lord sent it out for.

3) Concern for Sinners: Motivation to carry the good news also comes from realizing that without it, sinners 
will die in their sins.  Hence the NT commands us to make the most of the opportunities we have to tell 
others about the Lord Jesus (1 Pet. 3;15; Col. 4:5).

Conclusion:


