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[Sunday, May 29, 2016] 1John Series, 1John chapter 2, verses 15-17 – Craig 
Thurman 
 
Today we arrive at the first of seven imperatives in 1John.  An imperative is a 
commandment. (2.15, love not the world; 2.24, let that therefore abide in you; 
2.28, abide in him; 3.7, let no man deceive you; 3.13, Marvel not; 4.1, believe not 
every spirit; 5.21, keep yourselves from idols) 
 
The text of our last lesson was 1John 2.12-14.  John wrote to little children, 
fathers, and young men.  Interpreting these three kinds of disciples literally and 
not figuratively is the plainest sense of Scripture.   
 
Little children, who knew Jesus Christ, were able to communicate to others that 
their sins were forgiven and that they knew the Father.  Either they had 
communicated this to the brethren and they to John, or they had communicated 
this to John directly when he was with them.  Fathers had an acquaintance with 
Christ in that they have found Him to be faithful.  They have known Him that is 
from the beginning.  And the young men were strong, the Word of God abode in 
them, and they have overcome the wicked one.  John used the perfect tense in 
each of these instances tells us that each of these had a past experience that 
brought forth in them present.   
 
With these three kinds of disciples in mind the apostle John moves directly into 
his first imperative warning them against the greatest pitfall of the Christian life:  
loving this present world. As long as we are in this present body the love of the 
world will continue to burn in us.  It is far easier to quench a fire when it is a little 
flame than after it has become a conflagration beyond our control. 
 
       Μὴ ἀγαπᾶτε τὸν κόσμον            μηδὲ        τὰ                        ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ 
15         Love not the world,              neither the things that are in the world.  

 

a]gapa?te marks the first of the seven imperatives in 1John.  It is also the 

last of the seven a]gapa?te imperatives: 

 
love, ἀγαπᾶτε, 2nd ppl., pres. imper. of a]gapa<w;  to love; KJV, love, 

beloved.  
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love is used in the imperative mood seven times: 
Mt.5.44; Lk.6.27, 35, (three times) Love your enemies 
Eph.5.25; Col.3.12, (two times) Husbands, love your wives 
1Pe.2.17, (once) Love the brotherhood 
1Jn.2.15, (once) Love not the world 
 

The imperative of our text is stated with a twofold prohibition:  do not love 
the world; and do not love the things of the world.  

 
The Greek for the English word world is κόσμοj.  One of the best 

definitions of κόσμοj is found in 1Pe.3.3, where the wife is cautioned to 

reign in her behavior when her husband might walk in disobedience to 
Christ.  The imagery that comes to mind is of a woman adorning herself 
with all sorts of externals, such as dressing her hair, putting on jewelry, the 
make-up, and the perfumes in order to win her a Christian husband; but 
now that she has won him he has become disobedient to the Word of 
Christ.  What she must do is adorn herself inwardly with quiet subjection to 
the Word of Christ trusting that the Lord will work in him to walk in 
obedience once again. 

 
The present arrangement or order of this life. 
1Pe.3.1 ¶  Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; 
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be 
won by the conversation of the wives; 
2  While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. 
3  Whose adorning [κόσμοj] let it not be that outward adorning of 

plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 
4  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not 
corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 
the sight of God of great price. 

 
There are two worlds.  One is now, and one is not of this world, but from 
above and to come.  There are those who are of this world, and there are 
those who are of that world.  First of all, consider this present world. 
 
John’s imperative to not love the world refers to loving this present world.  
So, this world refers to a specific, present society or life; (2Pe.2.5, spared 
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not the old world [which was in Noah’s day]; 3.6, the world that then was … 
perished, 7, But the heavens and the earth which are now are reserved …) It 
has a time span called a course or age [ai]w?na, acc. sing. of ai]w<n]. (Eph.2.2, 

Wherein [being dead in trespasses and sins] in time past ye walk according 
to the course [age] of this world) This world has its cares. (Mt.13.22) It has 
its own children, as opposed to the children of Light. (Lk.6.8)  It has a prince 
or god (Jn.12.31; 14.30; 2Co.4.4), and princes (1Co.2.6; Eph.6.12, rulers of 
the darkness of this world) And this world has an end.  (Mt.13.39, 40, 49; 
28.20) 

 
There is a world that is not of this world, and which is to come and continue 
without end.  

 
Mt 12:32  And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come. 
 
Heb 2:5  For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world 
to come, whereof we speak. 
 
Heb 6:5  And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of 
the world to come … 
 
The next two have much to do with not loving this present world: 
Lu 20:35  But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that 
world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage: 
 
Mr 10:30  But he [that has forsaken houses, brethren, sisters, father 
or mother, wife or children, lands for my sake and the gospel’s] shall 
receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and 
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and 
in the world to come eternal life. 
 

Our Lord Jesus was not a part of this present world.  
 



1John Series 

4 
 

Joh 8:23  And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from 
above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. 
 
Joh 17:16 … I am not of the world. 
 
Joh 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from 
hence. 

 
But He came into it.  

 
Joh 9:39  And Jesus said, For judgment [discernment, 
distinction, division, proof] I am come into this world, that they 
which see not might see; and that they which see might be 
made blind. (Christ Jesus would prove who were of this world, 
and who were of the world that is to come.) 

 
And He departed back out of it:  

 
Joh 13:1  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 
knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this 
world unto the Father … 

 
He came to save those of his people which were in it:  

 
Joh 13:1  … having loved his own which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end. 

 
But they were never of it: 

 
Joh 15:19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
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Joh 17:14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath 
hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world. 
 
Joh 17:16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. 

 
John 3:16 can only be understood to mean that he loves those of His own 
who, the world of the elect, which belong to a world that is not of this 
world. 

 
Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

 
God the Father and His Son, our Lord Jesus, did not love the age or society 
of this world.  He had no love for its prince and god, its princes and rulers of 
the darkness of this world, nor to the masses that are of it.  He so loved the 
elect which were of that world to come.  He came to redeem His own that 
were in the world that lies in ruin corrupted through lust. (2Pe.1.4, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.) 

 
Anything that would detract or diminish our devotion to God we should 
hate because of our love for Him. It is in this sense that we are to hate 
those who would otherwise have been the dearest and closest to us; our 
own lives because we love the so.   
 

Mt 10:37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me. 
38  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not 
worthy of me. 
 
Joh 12:25  He that loveth his life [more that he loves Me] shall lose it; 
and he that hateth his life [and loves me more] in this world shall 
keep it unto life eternal. 
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The one who follows Christ will hate all that  would lead Him to love the 
Savior less.  The simplest things in life can set us aside from loving Him as 
we ought.  Is there anything excepted in our devotion to Christ?  Is there 
anything that is allowed to take our love in the least from Him?  
 

Mr 12:30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this 
is the first commandment. 

 
There is nothing excepted.  We cannot allow mothers and fathers, brothers 
or sisters, wife, of children, lands or house, or anything else to come 
between us and the Lord.  When anything comes between us and the Lord 
we love the world, the things of the world, and the love of the Father is not 
in us.  How can I tell when something has come between me and the Lord?  
One of the simplest ways to tell is this:  if I compromise the Word of God in 
my life, if I set aside the truth of God’s Word for any I love the world and its 
things more than I love the Lord.  This commandment was written because 
we have proneness in our flesh to it.  Our flesh is a part of this world; this 
world is corrupted through lust; therefore we will have this lust with us 
until we are changed.  Be warned. 

 
                         a]gap%?                          a]ga<ph                        e]sti<n 

If   any man          love       the world, the   love       of the Father    is      not in him. 
      anyone    should love 
                     3ps.pres. subj. 
 

love, a]gap%, 3ps, pres. subj. of a]gapa<w.  

 
Love is in the 3ps. present, subjunctive mood.  If anyone should love the 
world the love of the Father is [3ps. present indicative] not in him.  We 
cannot be in a present state of love for the Father if we love the world.  This 
expresses that we have the potential in us, a future possibility for it to be 
so.  And if we should discover it so we have fallen from our love for the 
Father.  Like sin in 1Jn.2.1, we should not sin …  and we should not love the 
world.   
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Can we as Christians love the world?  Yes.  But we should not.  We should 
love God more than any other.  If we understood the great love of God for 
for us we would.  But we grow cold and indifferent because we allow things 
to come into our lives which affect us is adverse ways.  We must judge all of 
the time what we are doing as Christians.  What are our thoughts in the 
day?  And why?  Do we prayerfully and diligently change them and battle 
against them?  What do we listen to?  What do we watch?  What is our 
soul’s condition while we do the things that we do?  We cannot love the 
world love the Father at the same time.  The two are absolutely and 
mutually exclusive.   

 
Lu 16:13  No servant  
 

oi]ke<thj, household servant, Acts 10.7; this servant has a 

choice of service between two masters.  This household 
servant is not a bondslave (dou?loj) without choice, but is free 

to do service to whichever master he pleases. (Ro.14.4; 
1Pe.2.18) 

 
can serve two masters (kuri<oij, lords): for either he will hate 

(mish<sei, to discount, disregard, reject) the one, and love 

(a]gaph<sei) the other; or else he will hold  

 
a]nqe<cetai, 3ps, fut. mid. of a]nte<xomai, KJV, also support, 

1Thes.5.14; Tit.1.9, holding fast; middle voice, he will hold 
himself, or he will support for himself … the other; (Amplified 
Bible: he will stand by and be devoted …)  
 

to the one, and despise  
 

katafronh<sei, 3ps. fut. ind. of katafron<ew; KJV, always 

translated with the English word despise; the Greek compound 
is  kata<, down + frone<w, KJV, to mind, understand, savor, 

care, regard, and to be affected. These are cast down for one 
master in love and support for the other. 
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the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon [lust for …]. 
 

In Jo.12.25 we read … 
 
Joh 12:25  He that loveth (filw?n, nom., sing., part., pres. of file<w) 

his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall 
keep it unto life eternal. 
 

shall keep, fula<cei, 3ps. fut. ind. act. of fula<ssw, (cf. 

1Jn.5.21) to be kept like a prisoner by a guard; not thre<w, 

tereo, to preserve, keep, reserve. We apply the all of the 
necessary forces at our disposal to maintain an idolatry-free 
life for both the Father and the Son. 
 

John closes this epistle with this (seventh) imperative: 
 

1Jo 5:21  Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 
How serious this matter is and how affected we might be and become 
caloused to it.  The warning comes to us perhaps as a ‘wake-up’ call.  
Where are our affections?  Do we know that we love Him above all others?  
How can we tell if we are an idolator? Idolators bow before another god.  
True worship is bowing our will, affections, service, and our bodies in to the 
will of God.  Worship is nothing short of obedient service in all that we do.  
Do we worship him? Or is our worship thought to be only when we come 
into the church building?  In the gospels the term worship is applied to 
those instances when one met the Lord or He met with them.  It is least of 
all used as related to the Temple (perhaps 3 times).  Worship is how we live 
and interact with our God, and God with us, as we go about the day. 
  

Deu.30.15 ¶  See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and 
death and evil; 
16  In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk 
in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his 
judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God 
shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it. 
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17  But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt 
be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; 
18  I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that 
ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest 
over Jordan to go to possess it. 

 
For the Christian, the clearest demonstration of idolatry is disregard for the 
Word of God; where thou wilt not hear, but are drawn away because of 
love for another more than for the Lord.   
 

I love my wife and she loves me.  I love my children and 
grandchildren.  I love my parents.  There is no doubt about my 
love for them.  But I must not not surrender any point of the 
truth of the Word of God; there must not be any compromise, 
I must not bend the Word of God on any point for any one of 
them, God being my helper.   
 
Me and my wife, just as many of you, did not have to 
compromise a single principle of love for the Lord to become 
infatuated and intensely in love with one another.  The Lord 
kept first place.  I often wonderered about my sons and my 
love for them, if I had them raised above that I should have 
have.  But admittedly, there were times that I did not feel like 
doing things by Scripture, but we applied the Word of God 
anyway because we knew it was right.  Yes, I could have, and 
wish I had done better. 
 
Have I failed to love the Lord as I should have?  Have I fallen 
into idolatry?  Yes, I have.  There were too many times in my 
life when I loved the world more than I loved the Lord and His 
church.  There were times that I fell away, grew cold, and 
insisted on my way. 
  

There are three preeminent examples to give you of creeping idolatry in the 
Christian’s life. 
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1.  For a Christian man or woman to set their love upon one in 
disregard for the Word of God, is idolatry.  If we desire a wife or an 
husband, but to do so we must reject, disregard, hate the Word of 
God to do so we have become idolatrous. The love of the Father is 
not in me.  I am repeating what John said.   
  
2.  To take a job that contradicts or compromises the Word of God is 
to love it more than to love the Father.  That job is an idol.  We are 
become an idolator, and we have not the love of the Father in us. 
 
3.  To love our children and refuse to administer both Biblical 
instruction and chastening is a manifestation that they have become 
our idols.  What have we done?  We chose to love our children and 
compromised the Word of God in order to do it. 
  

We could have applied this to just about anything to prove whether we 
have the love of the Father abiding in us. There is no middle ground, we 
either love the world or we love the Father.  James said the same: 
 

Jas 4:4  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world  
 

fili<a tou? ko<smou 

 
is enmity 
 

e@xqra, enmity [5], hatred [1]  

 
with (of) God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is  
 

is set down as, or, has installed himself as, kaqi<statai, sing. 

pres. pass. of kaqi<sthmi, kata  +  histemi = down, according + 

stand, set, make, ordain.  
 

the enemy of God. 
 

(e]xqro<j, enemy [30], foe [2])  
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We have joined ourselves to the camp of the unrighteous.  We are as Peter 
did, warming our hands at the camp of the wicked.  We have found comfort 
with the world in their rejection of the Christ of God.   
 

Joh 18:18  And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a 
fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter 
stood with them, and warmed himself. 

 
We have joined with those who oppose God on every point.  We take a 
stance which agrees with the world against the Lord.  There are no half-
measures in this.  And if it hasn’t happened already, we who are dear 
brethren, saints of God in the Lord’s blessed assembly can find ourselves 
opposing one another and working against the very will of God that we 
should have supported with our lives. 
  
15 Μὴ ἀγαπᾶτε τὸν κόσμον, μηδὲ τὰ ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ ἐάν τις ἀγαπᾷ τὸν 
κόσμον, οὐκ ἔστιν ἡ ἀγάπη τοῦ πατρὸς ἐν αὐτῷ 
 

                        e]sti<n 

16  For all that   is      in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,  
 

lust, e]piqumi<a, a noun; KJV, lusts, desires, concupiscense; the verb 

e]piqume<w, is translated lust, desire, and covet,  

 
Col 3:5  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence (e]piqumi<a), and covetousness, which is 

idolatry… 
 

O.E.D. intensive longing 
 

Again, there is the idea of idolatry. There is an ordinate, ordained desire 
and an inordinate one.  It is proper to want to eat and drink, marry, desire 
children, work, and rest.  There is nothing wrong with them except when 
they come between us and the Lord.  Then these become inordinate. 
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1Pe 4:3  For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought 
the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness 
(ασελγειαις, KJV, filthiness, wantoness), lusts (e]piqumi<a, unqualified, 

all sorts, every kind), excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and 
abominable (αθεμιτοις, KJV, unlawful) idolatries: 
4 ¶  Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the 
same excess of riot (LXX, of ασωτιας, debauchery; O.E.D. ‘A bout of 
excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures, esp. of eating and 
drinking’), speaking evil of you: 
5  Who [you] shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead. 

 
                                 e]sti<n 

and the pride of life,    is    not of the Father, but is of the world. 
 

pride, a]lazonei<a, noun; KJV, boastings. 

 
Pr 13:10  Only by pride cometh contention…  
 

The pride of life: look at me; look at what I’ve done; look at my 
accomplishments; look at my house; look at my property; look at all 
my toys; look at my wife; look at children, look at my pocket book, 
look at my church, look at my pastor, look at my deacons … 
 

But what does the child of God have to be proud of? 
  

1Co 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am … 
 
2Co 1:12  For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, 
that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by 
the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and 
more abundantly to you-ward. 
 

The world is an abyss of lusts with which the flesh cannot be fully satisfied.  
We have found it so.  As soon as we get what we thought would be it; just 
this one more thing; just this pistol; just this car; just this house; just this 
job … something new comes into our eyes.   



1John Series 

13 
 

 
Ec 1:8  All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not 
satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 

 
Brethren, there is no end to this.  The only way to cut it off is to turn to 
Christ and learn to seek His direction in everything.  Learn to hear His no’s 
as well as His yes’s.  Brothers and sisters in Christ, the happiest people are 
the contented.   
 

Php 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

 
Read 1Ki.10.1-8 
 

1Ki.10.8  Happy (ֵיְרַׁשא, or blessed) are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy 
wisdom. 

 
To the properly minded Christian everything is viewed as a gift: natural life, 
spiritual life, breath and being, natural and spiritual gifts, salvation and the 
world to come.  Without Him we are nothing and would have nothing.  This 
is the Christian who expresses sincere gratitude for everything that comes 
from the hand of God.  These have all things and are full.   
 

Php 4:18  But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of 
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a 
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 
 

16 ὅτι πᾶν τὸ ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ, ἡ ἐπιθυμία τῆς σαρκὸς, καὶ ἡ ἐπιθυμία τῶν 
ὀφθαλμῶν, καὶ ἡ ἀλαζονεία τοῦ βίου οὐκ ἔστιν ἐκ τοῦ πατρὸς, ἀλλ᾽ ἐκ τοῦ 
κόσμου ἐστίν 
 

17  And the world passeth away,  
 

passeth away, παράγεται, 3ps., pres., ind., pass. of para<gw, to pass, 

depart;  para< beside, near +  a]gw<, to bring or lead;  only used again 
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in 1Jn.2.8, is past; as the darkness of night gives way to the 
sunrising. 
 

1Jo 2:8  Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which 
thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, 
and the true light now shineth. 

 
the world passeth away. The Greek root is para<gw, and it is in the passive 

voice.  It means to be led off to the side.  It is used in this text: 
 

1Co 7: 29  But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that 
both they that have wives be as though they had none; 
30  And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that 
rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though 
they possessed not; 
31  And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion 
(sxh?ma, Phl.2.8, fashion; LXX, Is.3.17, form; Wycliffe, figure) of this 

world passeth away (our word, root para<gw) 

 
The world is passing away?  How we live is the testimony of our faith. 
Whether or not we believe that the world is passing away, one day it return 
to the nothingness from which it came.  
 

2Pe.3.10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up. 
11 ¶  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness, 
12  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat? 

 
What remains for us after this world is finished will be the result of the fruit 
we bore in Christ. How did we live for Christ?  How did we as sons and 
daughters?  How did we as husbands and wives?  He did we at work?  How 
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did we with our children?  How did we with our substance? He did we to 
our neighbor?  Did we for Christ?  Is that unreasonable? 
  

Ga 6:8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting. 
 
Isa 40:10  Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his 
arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work 
before him. 
 
Re 22:12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to 
give every man according as his work shall be. 
 
2Jo 1:8  Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we 
have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 

 
We must keep ourselves in the love of God, or else we will love the world 
and lose all but our souls for Christ. 
 

Jude 1:21  Keep (thre<w, to keep, reserve, preserve) yourselves in the 

love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life.  
 

and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 
 

abideth, me<nei, 3ps., pres., ind. of me<nw, to abide, remain, dwell, 

continue, tarry;  John uses this verb, 12 times in this epistle (1Jn.2.10, 
14, 17, 27; 3.9 14, 17, 24 [2], 4.12, 15, 16),  

 
What this Christian is, and what he has done continues and follows with 
him into eternity. 
 

Re 14:13  And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do 
follow them. 
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17 καὶ ὁ κόσμος παράγεται, καὶ ἡ ἐπιθυμία αὐτοῦ ὁ δὲ ποιῶν τὸ θέλημα 
τοῦ Θεοῦ μένει εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα 
 
Do we love the Lord, or do we love the world?  Judge for yourselves by the 
Word of God. 

 


