
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 5-29-16 PM NOTES 
“COMPLETE IN CHRIST” 

COLOSSIANS 2:8-15 
#8 in Series, “Jesus Is Enough” 

 
Colossians 1:18 (NASB) “He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 
He Himself will come to have first place in everything.” 
 
John 19:30b (NASB) "It is finished!"  
 
2 Peter 1:3a (NASB) “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness…”  
 
1 Corinthians 1:30b (NASB) “… Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and 
redemption.” 
 
Ephesians 1:3b (NASB) “… blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” 
 
Colossians 2:3 (NASB) “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
 
I.       The Competitor of Christ (v. 8) 
 

Philosophy─phileo (to love), sophia (wisdom) 
 
Philosophy─The branch of knowledge or academic study devoted to the systematic examination of basic concepts such 
as truth, existence, reality, causality, and freedom. 
 
“Philosophy is like a blind man looking in a dark room for a black cat that isn’t there.”                       ─ Dr. J. Vernon McGee 
 
“Every existing thing is born without reason, goes on living out of weakness, and dies by accident.”        ─Jean-Paul Sartre 

 
 
 
 
II.      The Completeness of Christ (vv. 9, 10b, 15) 
 

A. He Is Complete in His Person (v. 9) 
 

Colossians 1:19 (NASB) “For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him.” 
 
Colossians 1:27b (NASB) “…Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

 
 

B. He Is Complete in His Position (v. 10b) 
 

John 1:3 (NASB) “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come 
into being.” 

 
 

C. He Is Complete in His Power (v. 15) 
 

Hebrews 2:14-15 (NASB) “14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook 
of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.” 



1 John 4:4b (NASB) “… greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.” 
 
Colossians 2:15b (NIV) “… he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” 

 
 
 
 
 
III.     Our Completeness in Christ (vv. 10a, 11-14) 
 

1 Corinthians 12:13 (NASB) “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…”  
 
Galatians 2:20 (NASB) “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30a (NASB) “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us…righteousness…”  
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB) “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.” 
 
 
Growth by a Christian is by nutrition, not addition. 
 
 
A. We Are Complete Because His Cross Is Ours (vv. 13-14) 
 

Romans 6:6a (NASB) “knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him…”  
 
Galatians 2:20a (NASB) “I have been crucified with Christ…”  
 
Romans 6:11 (NIV) “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 

 
 
 

B. We Are Complete Because His Payment Is Ours (vv. 13-14) 
 

Identity Forgiveness─Complete 
 
Intimacy Forgiveness─Can be lost and restored by repentance and confession  
 
1 John 1:9 (NASB) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” 
 
 
 
My sin─Oh the bliss of this glorious thought: 
My sin not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
                                               ─Horatio Spafford 1873 
 
  
 
 



 

First Baptist Church Powell 5 29 2016 PM 

Sermon 8:  Complete in Christ 

Series: Jesus Is Enough 

Colossians 2:8-15 

 

If you know anything about professional basketball, you know the name Phil Jackson. This 6’ 8” inch, 
very intelligent man won two NBA championships as a player, and as a coach he won an incredible eleven 
NBA Championships. He has been named as one of the top ten coaches in NBA history. While all NBA 
fans know who Phil Jackson is, not many know about his personal beliefs and his approach to life. In a 
Sports Illustrated article Jackson was called by the writer a “Zen Christian.” Zen is a major school of 
Buddhism originating in 12th-century China that emphasizes enlightenment through meditation and 
insight. Here an excerpt of what Jackson said in that article. “Institutional religion doesn’t attract me, but 
the philosophical nature of Christianity appeals to me. Love, love thy neighbor. What also appeals to me 
is the emphasis Buddhism places on compassion. Love and compassion; I like that combination.” [Sports 
Illustrated, 11-1-99, page 91]  

Phil Jackson believes in Jesus plus Buddha which is not that uncommon in this feelings oriented culture 
in which we live. Since the culture tells us at most every turn that all religions are just different paths to 
God, developing a smorgasbord or buffet religion makes good sense to most postmodern people. In 
Hollywood, and also the academic world, it is so common that we could accurately call it the norm. 
However, when we come to the Scriptures, we find something quite the opposite. We read in Colossians 
1:18: “He [Jesus Christ] is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.” That doesn’t leave any room for 
Buddha! Colossians 2:10a: “and in Him you have been made complete…”  

In a world where anything goes, where every expert who has written a book tells us the “way,” where 
“spirituality” is anything you want it to be, I present to you JESUS! When He hung on the cross bearing 
our sins, He cried out in John 19:30: “It is finished!” The price was paid for the salvation of all who would 
repent and believe, not by Buddha, not by one of the several million Hindu gods, not by the “Allah” of 
Islam, but by Jesus Christ. Of Him it is said in 2 Peter 1:3a: “seeing that His divine power has granted to 
us everything pertaining to life and godliness…” In this One whose eternal life we receive at salvation we 
are told in 1 Corinthians 1:30b: “…Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption.” It is in Jesus that we are told in Ephesians 1:3b: that we have been 
blessed “…with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places”. In Him we are told in Colossians 2:3: “are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  

Why would those who profess this Christ be looking anywhere else? When troubles come, why would 
those who profess to know Christ look to books for counsel that are written by people who don’t even 
know Him? Why would one who knew Christ seriously listen to the psychobabble put out by counselors 
who don’t even know the one who is Lord and creator of all? There is no victory in Christless psychology. 
There is “Victory in Jesus!” 

 

I.  The Competitor of Christ (v 8) 

The words “see to it” are translated “Be careful” in the HCSB and “Beware” in the NKJV. Paul is warning 
us about something that is very dangerous. That first phrase in verse 8 is literally, “See to it that no one 
kidnaps you…” What is it that can kidnap us? The primary “kidnapper” of the minds of men is 
philosophy. The word “philosophy” is made up of two Greek words – phileo which means “to love” and 
sophia which means “wisdom.” Philosophy isn’t necessarily evil or bad. The dictionary defines it as “the 
branch of knowledge or academic study devoted to the systematic examination of basic concepts such as 
truth, existence, reality, causality, and freedom.” It is in the Scriptures that we find all of those – truth, 
the reason for our existence, reality, causality, and freedom. What Paul is warning us about is trying to 



find the meaning of and reason for those apart from divine revelation. Paul is saying that leads to empty 
deception. The word translated “deception” refers to something like a fish hook. The fish doesn’t get what 
he expects, and he is caught. Philosophy rooted in human wisdom is like a baited hook. It tantalizes 
human pride, but it is deceptive and empty.  

Speaking of this kind of philosophy, Dr. J. Vernon McGee said, “Philosophy is like a blind man looking in 
a dark room for a black cat that isn’t there.” [Source unknown]  

The 17th Century British philosopher, David Hume said, “I am first affrighted and confounded with that 
forlorn solitude, in which I am placed in my philosophy.” [Quoted in Os Guinness, The Dust of Death, page 22]  

Philosophy without divine revelation leads to forlorn solitude. The atheist philosopher, Jean-Paul Sartre 
gives a good summary of what human philosophy gives us when he has the main character in his novel 
Nausea say, “Every existing thing is born without reason, goes on living out of weakness, and dies by 
accident.” [Quoted in Robert Cumming, The Philosophy of Jean-Paul Sartre, pages 66-67]  That is philosophy without 
divine revelation! 

Paul next gives a phrase that describes philosophy apart from divine revelation – “empty deception.” The 
grammar here indicates that “empty deception” is describing philosophy. The best description for this 
philosophy that leaves out divine revelation is “empty deception.” Human philosophy is like trying to 
take a bite out of a cloud. It may be enticing, but it has no content, no true insight, no hope. It is empty. I 
have in my files many quotes from philosophers who are facing death. There is a sense of hopelessness 
that pervades these accounts of their last hours before being swallowed up in death.  

What are the sources of this empty deception? The first one is “the tradition of men.” Almost all 
philosophers build on other philosophers before them. That results in their “empty deceit” being passed 
from one generation to the next. Just because something is passed down for generation after generation 
doesn’t mean it is true. A good illustration of that is evolution. Ray Comfort did a “man on the street” 
interview around a college campus asking students (highly intelligent students) about evolution and why 
they believed it. Their answers were very revealing. The bottom line was that they believed it because that 
is what they had been taught by their professors. Their professors believed it because that is what their 
professors taught them, etc., etc.  

Another source of the “empty deception” of philosophy that leaves out divine revelation is “the 
elementary principles of the world.” That phrase literally means “the ABC’s,” the kind of instruction one 
would give a child. Far from being, “profound and highly intellectual,” the philosophies that leave out 
divine revelation are immature and simplistic. Why would anyone turn away from God’s revealed truth to 
the empty deceit of human philosophy? That would be like going back to kindergarten after having 
received a PhD.  

 

II.  The Completeness of Christ (v 9, 10b, 15) 

There is no other passage in Scripture that more elevates the person and majesty of Christ than do these 
verses. I feel very inadequate to deal with them.  

A.  He Is Complete in His Person (v 9)  

The word translated “dwells” means to settle down and be at home. It is the present tense and could be 
translated, “For in Him all the fullness of deity continually dwells…” We saw this same truth earlier in 
Colossians 1:19: “For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him.” Here is the 
point Paul is making. The fullness of the God who is all knowing and all powerful is at home in Jesus and 
Jesus is in us! Colossians 1:27b: “…Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Why would we want to go to the 
empty fallible babble of some philosopher who has rejected divine revelation to fine the meaning of life 
and how to deal with life’s problems?  



B.  He Is Complete in His Position (v 10b) 

The key word in this verse is obviously “head.” That word means “superior,” “the top spot,” “highest in 
authority.” What is “rule and authority”? That speaks of all created non-human beings – obedient angels, 
demons, Satan himself, and all mankind. They were all created, but Jesus is eternal. In the beginning of 
all creation, He already was there. In fact, John 1:3 says, “All things came into being through Him, and 
apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.” 

C.  He Is Complete in His Power (v 15) 

In verse 15, the “rulers and authorities” refer to Satan and the demons that rebelled against God with 
Him. Here is the bottom line: The Power of Jesus Christ overpowered their power! The word translated 
“disarmed” does not mean “to annihilate”; it means to take power and authority over. Where did this take 
place? It took place when the crucified Savior triumphed over death! Hebrews 2:14-15: “Therefore, since 
the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself [Jesus] likewise also partook of the same, that through 
death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might free those 
who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.” Remember that this resurrected, death 
defeating One who has power and authority over Satan and every demon is the one who dwells in every 
believer in the person of the Spirit of Christ. That is why John said in 1 John 4:4b: “…greater is He who is 
in you than he who is in the world.” We don’t battle Satan and demons in order to gain a victory; we fight 
standing on the victory already won for us by Christ who is in us!  

What is the last part of verse 15 referring to? Colossians 2:15b: “…He made a public display of them, 
having triumphed over them through Him.” That is a little confusing at first glance. The main area of 
confusion is who are the “He” and the “them” and the “Him.” Let’s look deeper. The “He” is Jesus Christ. 
He is the focus of this whole passage. The “them” is the rulers and authorities who were defeated at the 
cross and the resurrection. The “Him” could be referring to God the Father, but I think it is referring to 
the cross and what happened there. In my NASB Bible, there is a notation that says “Him” can be 
translated “it” referring to the cross. That is the way some translations translate it. Colossians 2:15b 
(NIV): “…he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” 

What is the public display of them? This refers to the custom of triumphant Roman generals parading 
their defeated captives through the streets of Rome. When Jesus Christ rose from the dead, it validated 
and proved that the sacrifice He made on the cross was accepted by the Father. Satan and every demon 
was now finally and fully defeated. Oh, the celebration in Heaven when the head of the serpent was 
crushed at Calvary and then the empty tomb just as the Father said it would be in the very first prophesy 
in the Old Testament in Genesis 3:15.  

Oh, how this passage makes me want to praise the Savior! He is complete in His person, complete in His 
position, and complete in His power! Satan is defeated though not annihilated. His end is sure. We are 
victorious through the power of Christ who is in us.  

 

III.  Our Completeness in Christ (v 10a, 11-14)   

Notice the first two words in verse 10 – “in Him.” Those two words speak of our identification with and 
our union with Christ. I am convinced that the doctrine of the believer’s union with Christ is the most 
unknown of the major doctrines in the New Testament. At salvation, we are placed in union with Christ 
by the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13a: “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…” Over 
and over in the New Testament Epistles we are told that we who are saved are “in Christ.” In Him, we are 
a partaker in His merits. His cross has become ours. His eternal life has become ours.  

Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
up for me.” His righteousness is now ours.  

1 Corinthians 1:30: “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us … righteousness …”  



2 Corinthians 5:21: “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.” We are going to see that because every genuine Christian is “in Him”, we 
are complete in Him, delivered from the flesh in Him, buried in Him, raised up in Him, forgiven in Him, 
and victorious in Him!  

There is a whole sermon in that word in verse 10 that is translated “complete.” Look at the grammar. It is 
a perfect passive participle. A “participle” is basically a verb that has the qualities of an adjective. 
“Passive” means that the subject is being acted upon; it is not something the subject has accomplished. 
The perfect tense in the Greek refers to something that was done in the past with results continuing into 
the future. Let’s put all of that together. Paul is writing to believers. He says that we, at a time in the past 
(the time of our conversion) were made complete in Christ and we still are complete in Him. What does 
“complete” mean? This word was first a nautical term. It meant being fully ready for a voyage. At 
salvation, God gives us all we will need for this voyage we call “life” in Him. There is no reef that can sink 
us, no storm that can swamp us, and no pirates that can hijack us from the voyage God has planned for 
us! We have all that we need in Him! We don’t need to be “zapped” with some new experience, or to get 
some new revelation. We have the Victor living in us; we have the Word of God with us. And while we 
grow and mature, we are basically learning what we already have in Jesus and appropriating it by faith 
and walking like who we are in Christ. Growth for a Christian is by nutrition, not addition. As we feed on 
the milk and meat of the Word, and appropriate by faith what the Word says we are, and what the Word 
says we have, we grow and begin to walk consistently like who we already are in Christ. 

As we focus in this last part of this study on our identification with Christ, notice two ways we are 
complete because of our union with Him.  

A.  We Are Complete Because His Cross Is Ours (v 11-12) 

In these verses Paul isn’t talking about literal circumcision or literal water baptism. Notice the first three 
words in verse 11, “and in Him.” He is talking about our identification with Christ, our union with Christ. 
The phrase “made without hands” is saying that this isn’t the literal act of circumcision done through the 
hand of man. A key phrase is “the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.” The NIV 
says “circumcision done by Christ.” Because Christians have been united with Christ on His cross, He has 
removed the enslaving power of the flesh life by taking the old us in Adam and crucifying it with Him. 
Romans 6:6a: “knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him…” Galatians 2:20a: “I have been 
crucified with Christ…” We can now obey Romans 6:11 (NIV): “In the same way, count yourselves dead to 
sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” Using the analogy of circumcision, Paul is saying that the old man 
was crucified with Christ, cut away, so that we would no longer because of our old Adamic nature be 
enslaved to sin.  

In verse 12, he says basically the same thing using the picture of baptism. Water baptism is a picture of 
the baptism by the Holy Spirit – being identified with and put in union with Christ. The old us in Adam 
was crucified with Christ, buried with, and we are now raised up in Christ having become a new creation 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Because the old man in Adam has been cut away and buried and raised with Christ, we have victory over 
sin, the flesh, and the Devil! 

B.  We Are Complete Because His Payment Is Ours (v 13-14) 

When we are placed in union with Christ at salvation, we who were spiritually dead in sin and slaves in 
the flesh were made alive in Christ and forgiven all our transgressions! I hope we who know Christ never 
“get over” that! The word “forgiven” in the phrase, “having forgiven us” is in a tense (aorist) that indicates 
something that has been completed. Those in Christ whose spirits were dead to God, have now been 
made alive, those condemned by their sin have now been fully and completely forgiven of all 
transgressions (sins). When it comes to our identity, forgiveness is complete. We have been and are and 
will be forgiven in Christ. When those who are in Christ do commit acts of sin, our identity does not 
change though our intimacy is lost. Because we are new creations in Christ we cannot live without that 
intimacy. True believers in Christ must repent and confess our sins. In 1 John, confession is held up as an 
evidence that we are in Christ! 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive 



us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” In Colossians, Paul is speaking of that identity 
forgiveness.  

Verse 14 is one of the most beautiful and glorious pictures of forgiveness in the Bible. In this verse, Paul 
is referring to the Roman practice of writing up an official document (a “certificate of debt”) that was 
prepared for every convicted law breaker. This document had their crime and the penalty for that crime. 
That “certificate of debt” was nailed to their cell or in a crucifixion, it was nailed to their cross. At the 
cross, the Father took our certificate of debt that had every sin on it and the penalty written beside each 
one was “death.” When Jesus died, He took the penalty our sin demanded, and beside each sin was 
written, “Paid in full!” 

My sin - Oh the bliss of this glorious thought: 
My sin not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, Oh my soul! 
 - Horatio Spafford (1873) 

 

Conclusion 

What is left for us to add? What does the world have to add? We are complete in Christ. Praise His name! 

 

 

Unless otherwise stated all Scripture quotations taken from the NASB.   
(www.lockman.org)  

 
 

  


