
In Mark 14:43-50 we are shown 3 traitorous acts through which Jesus hands Himself over for 
arrest. 
 
I. Jesus is betrayed. 
 
 A. Immediately, as Jesus spoke (v. 43a). 
 
 B. By Judas, one of the twelve (v. 43b). 
 
 C. With a kiss (vs.44-45). 
 
II. Jesus is arrested. 
 
 A. By both Romans and Jews (v. 43c). 
 
 B. By force (vs. 43b, 46). 
 
 C.  In spite of: 
 
  1. Cockiness (v. 47). 
 
  2. Cowardliness (vs. 48-49). 
 
III. Jesus is abandoned (vs. 50-52). 
 
  



BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, May 29, 2016                                                      Passage: Mark 14:43-52 

Memory Passage: Mark 14:44 

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Mark 14:43-52. Why does the Sanhedrin send an armed crowd when they desired to “arrest (Jesus) by 
stealth” (14:2)?  

(b) Why did Judas need to give the authorities a sign in order to identify Jesus? 

(c) Consider the intimacy of identifying Jesus with a kiss. What does this reveal about Judas and the state of his heart? 

(d) Why did Judas see the need for Jesus to be “seized” and “led away under guard” (lit. “led away securely”)? 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Mark 14:43-52, Matt. 26:47-56, Luke 22:47-53, & John 18:1-12. Write a paragraph harmonizing all 4 
accounts of Jesus’ arrest. 

(b) Why do you think Mark, (1) leaves out many details from his account, and (2) mentions the naked fleeing man? 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Mark 14:43-52. What motivated Peter to lash out with a sword? Keep in mind the context and Peter’s 
actions/words from 14:19 until now.  

(b) What did Peter accomplish by his action? What would have happened if he had died? Why didn’t he die? 

(c) What is the point of Jesus’ challenge to the arresting authorities in vs. 48-49a? 

(d) What Scriptures were fulfilled by what is about to happen (v. 49b)?  

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Mark 14:43-52. Describe the difference in Jesus’ demeanor in 14:32-42 & 14:47-49. Explain the difference. 

(b) Contrast the demeanor and actions of Jesus to (1) the response of the authorities, and (2) the response of the 
disciples.  

(c) Explain Matthew 26:52. Is Jesus making a blanket argument for passivism? Is His statement limited in application? 

(d) What did Jesus demonstrate for the disciples and us when He healed Malchus’ ear (Luke 22:51)? What lessons should 
we learn and apply from this action? 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Mark 14:43-52. What promise does 14:50 fulfill? Contrast the actions of the disciples in 14:50 vs. 14:37-40. 

(b) Mark alone records the event in vs. 51-52. Who might this person be? What does Mark intend to teach us by including 
it?  

(c) Betrayal and desertion! In what ways are you guilty of, or inclined to, betray the name of Jesus, or desert His cause? 
What do you learn from the disciples’ failures and Jesus’ promises that will strengthen your walk with Christ? 

(d) Compare the confidence of the authorities that they were in control with the confidence of Jesus that He was in 
control. What do you learn about (1) God’s sovereignty, (2) submitting to God’s will, and (3) placing confidence in your 
own sight? 

(e) In what ways are you prone to put your confidence in your own assessment of a situation? How might Jesus’ actions 
encourage you to more faithfully seek out and obey God’s will in spite of what you see?  
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