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This morning as we're gathered on this very special weekend in our culture, two things I 
want you to think about before we pray. The first one is this: have you noticed that 
Christianity is the only faith that sings? All the other religions, all the other faith systems,
there may be an occasion chant here or there but all things being said, Christianity is the 
only faith that sings with a reckless abandonment and with great volume and the number 
one subject of our song is death. Think about that. This is the weekend known as 
Memorial Day. This is the weekend where we remember those who have given the 
ultimate sacrifice because we realize in our culture if they had not given their life, there 
would be no picnics, there would be no cookouts, and there would be no Indianapolis 500
if they hadn't given their life. You see, we celebrate this weekend because of those that 
were willing to give the ultimate prize and yet that's why Christianity celebrates. That's 
why we sing, because if Jesus Christ had not given his blood on Calvary, we'd have 
nothing to celebrate, we'd have nothing to sing because we would still be dead in our 
sins. So today we not only sing and celebrate but we remember why we do so.

Let's pray.

Lord, as we come to this time where we are challenged by your word, God, I pray if 
necessary we would experience conviction, if possible, would we experience comfort, but 
more than anything as we remember your sacrifice, as we remember your gift of 
salvation, as we look back and see the impact of what you did on our behalf, God, I pray 
that we would not only cherish it in the present but we would look forward to what it 
means in the future. God, I pray you would take your word so that it would be more than 
just print on paper, I pray it would be more than just a record of a conversation 2,000 
years ago, but somehow supernaturally take your Holy Spirit and lift those letters off the 
page, apply them to our heart so that as we come not just to the end of this service but as 
we depart from this place, we can say that we've been transformed and we've been 
changed. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the Gospel of John 5. And 
I know many of you are here today for the first time. Just as I've met many people on our 
campus, you're visiting family, you're visiting friends, today is one of those great church 
exchange days. People in our church go out of town and go somewhere else, and people 
from other churches come in town and come with us, and so if you're here for the first 
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time or the occasional time, we welcome you as we're walking through the Gospel of 
John.

Today we find ourselves in chapter 5, but we're going to spend a good portion of our time
today even outside of the Gospel of John. In fact, we're going to find ourselves in the 
book of Revelation 20, toward the end of your Bible, and we're going to conclude in 1 
Corinthians 11. I just kind of want to give you a head's up and a warning before we get to
those places because I know a lot of you like to turn there or flip on your phone or 
whatever you have. But John 5, Revelation 20 and 1 Corinthians 11.

Now, if you weren't with us last week, John 5, Jesus finds himself in a situation where 
there are a bunch of critics, there are those who are not necessarily fans of his who have 
kind of cornered him and they are questioning him on his deity, his relationship to the 
Father. They're questioning the motivation and the reason behind the miracles and the 
teachings and last week we studied how Jesus, though he does not have a need for, he 
defended himself as a testimony and a witness that he is equal with the Father, he is God 
in flesh. And we spoke about his works and his teachings and his testimonies, but we also
spoke about resurrection, the fact that only God can raise the dead and that Jesus Christ 
testified of himself that he raises the dead.

Now, there are three very specific incidences in Scripture where Jesus Christ during his 
earthly ministry raises somebody from the dead. Luke 7, he raises the widow Nain's son. 
In Luke 8, he raises Jairus' daughter. And later in John 11, he will say, "Lazarus, come 
forth," in one of the most famous resurrecting or resuscitating passages that we have in 
Scripture. But today, we're going to hear about resurrection not just of a woman's son or a
man's daughter or a sister's brother, today we're going to talk about resurrection for all of 
us and we're going to learn today why we're supposed to remember. Why on this 
weekend do we remember those who have given their life? Why today in this passage do 
we need to remember the sacrifice of Jesus because we're going to discover if he had not 
given of himself, if he had not allowed himself to be sacrificed on our behalf, we would 
have no hope of resurrection.

So as we turn to John 5, two very simple verses in John 5, verses 28 and 29, and we're 
going to discuss today why we need to remember his death in light of our soon one day 
resurrection. It says,

28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation. 

Now these are the words of Jesus and if you have a Red Letter Bible, they're in red. Jesus 
says, "Do not marvel, do not be dismayed, the time is coming where all in the grave shall 
hear his voice." Now, when I went through school and I went through a lot of school. I 
was not an English major and I'll be honest with you, I kind of struggled a little bit in 
English but allow me to review some very important English grammatical lesson: the 

Page 2 of 12



word "all" means "all." It doesn't mean most and it doesn't mean some and it doesn't 
mean the great majority. Jesus Christ says all will hear his voice. 

The first concept or the first principle that we need to grasp today when we talk about 
remembering his sacrifice on our behalf is one I'll call: because of the inclusivity of 
Christianity. Now, that's not a word we typically associate with Christianity, in fact, in 
many of the discussions that I have with folks both privately and we see publicly, if 
there's one thing that this world tends to despise about Christians, it is their perception 
that our faith is completely exclusive: there is us and there is them. There is you and there
is me. There is this and there is that. We'll address that aspect in just a moment but allow 
me to share with you based on John 5:28, Christianity is a very inclusive faith. What does
Jesus say? "All will be raised."

Now, I want to walk you through this biblically because I want us to wrap our minds 
around this. The Bible makes it very clear in Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth." Last time I checked, that's all of it, is it not? In fact, you get 
over to John 1 and we discover that, "In the beginning was the Word," that's Jesus, "the 
Word was with God and the Word was God and there was nothing that was made apart 
from him for everything was made by him." Then you get to Colossians 1:15 and 16 and 
it says that everything that we see, everything that is visible and invisible, even 
principalities and powers and thrones, were made by his hand. Why is this so important? 
Because that means that everything, that all things, were made by, formed by and 
fashioned by God. That means all stuff, all people, everything. The last time I checked, if 
everything was created by him, that's pretty inclusive, is it not? That means there is 
nothing that can be excluded from his creative hand.

Let's take it a step further. John 3:16, For God so loved just the Americans, that he gave 
his only begotten Son. For God so loved just the Westerners. For God so loved just this 
one color of people. What does it say? "For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son that whosoever believeth should not perish but have everlasting life." You 
go to 2 Peter 3, it says that God is not like humanity, thankfully, but he is longsuffering, 
desiring that only Americans be saved. No. Desiring that all come to repentance. Do you 
hear the inclusivity of that? That not only did God make all things and make all people, 
but what that states is his desire is to forgive and to save and to be a part of all peoples' 
lives. You see, the pundits against Christianity think that it's all exclusive but yet the 
biblical message is it's completely inclusive, that Jesus Christ has such a love for all of 
humanity that he was willing to give himself for all of our sins, each and every one of us.

Now, there is an exclusive concept to it. The Bible makes it very clear in Acts 4:12, 
"Neither is there salvation in any other for no other name under heaven whereby we must
be saved but the name of Christ Jesus." In 1 Timothy 2:5 it says, "There is only one 
mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus." And even Jesus said in John 14:6,
"I am the way, the truth, the life; no one comes to the Father but by me." So we do 
recognize that salvation and forgiveness through Jesus Christ is exclusive in the sense 
that he is the only means of, however, listen, it's a part of God's inclusive plan. He created
all of us. He desires to save all of us. Jesus goes to the cross for all of us. But those who 
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call on the name of the Lord. Notice what Romans 10:13 says, "Whosoever calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved." And the final nail of inclusivity is here in John 5:28. 
What does Jesus say? "Marvel not for all shall come out of the graves and all will hear 
his voice." That means that we all came from God, we're all loved by God, God desires to
forgive all of us and we one day will all stand before him. The last time I checked, if 
that's not inclusive, I don't know what is. Yes, the message of Jesus Christ alone for 
salvation is an exclusive message but it is couched in a completely inclusive plan of God.

Now, the next thing that we have to understand, though, in this passage, he says that all 
will hear, "those that have done good unto the resurrection of life, those that have done 
evil unto the resurrection of damnation." Now, this is where we need to go to Revelation 
20. If we're going to talk about this event, we need to go to the end of your Bible and 
when we get to the end of your Bible, we find ourselves in Revelation 20. 

Now, if you're not well-versed in the book of Revelation, allow me to give you kind of a 
context here. In chapter 19 of the book of Revelation, Jesus Christ is pictured as 
physically literally returning to earth in power and in glory. Beginning in verse 11 of 
chapter 19, it says that the heaven is opened up and is pictured on a white horse, Jesus 
descends. The Bible says written on his thigh is "King of kings and Lord of lords." 
Chapter 19 is the famous battle of Armageddon that takes place in the Valley of Jezreel. 
Chapter 19 of the book of Revelation is the fulfillment of the bumper sticker that says: 
Jesus is coming back and, boy, is he mad. That's Revelation 19. We see him descend. We 
see a great battle take place between all those who reject him and we see ultimately Jesus 
prevail.

By the time we get to chapter 20, we find ourselves, believe it or not, in one of the most 
debated, most discussed and most disputed chapters in all of the Bible. In fact, 99.9% of 
all opinion regarding the book of Revelation, end time study, eschatology, etc. is based 
on chapter 20. How do we see events leading up to it, falling therein, and that's a 
discussion for another time because today all we're interested in chapter 20 is the concept 
of resurrection. Now, remember what Jesus said. It's very inclusive. He said all are going 
to hear his voice. But what we're about to see in chapter 20 is there is an intermittance 
there. Now, you deal with this everyday of your life, at least everyday it rains whether 
you know it or not. 

Now, there are some of you here that remember back in the "good old days," and I 
remember actually having a car. Is there anybody here who remembers having a vehicle 
whose windshield wipers were vacuum driven? Some of you are going, "There were 
what? What do you mean, you had a vacuum in your hood?" A vacuum driven 
windshield wiper back in the old days of cars meant the faster you drove, the faster the 
windshield wipers worked. Can you imagine that concept? As you would come to a stop 
sign, they would just stop because it required vacuum pressure from the speed of the 
vehicle. Thankfully we got smart a couple of decades ago and we made the electric 
windshield wipers and when we did so, we were pretty smart, you could either have them
off, you could have them on slow or you could have them on, I mean, literally knock your
neighbor's window off speed. Have y'all noticed that about windshield wipers? At least in
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my opinion, there is this nice normal speed and when you crank it up to high, I always 
feel like they're going to fly off the car. Have y'all ever noticed that? They get to moving 
so fast but then there is in the middle, there is the intermittent or the intermediate 
application. You are able on your vehicle, in fact, most modern vehicles, you are able to 
set your windshield wipers based on how quickly you would like them to return to action.

Now, I don't know about you, but I struggle with this part because I always want to get 
that perfect amount of time in. Some of you have some really fancy cars where your 
windshield wipers are based on actual rain pressure hitting the sensors that are on the 
windshield and I don't know, maybe your car works, I've never been in a car where it 
seems to work because, I mean, it is just pouring down rain and there are no windshield 
wipers, then it's completely sunny and here they go. I don't understand all those sensors 
but nonetheless, if you have the ability to use the intermittent, you're able to set a time 
frame in between windshield wiper swipes.

Why is that critical? Because that word means a defined period of time between action. 
Jesus said back in John 5, he said there is going to be the resurrection to those that have 
done good unto life, the resurrection of those that have done evil unto damnation. This 
does not dismiss the inclusivity of resurrection but it lets us know based on Revelation 20
that there is going to be a slight intermittance, if you allow me to use that word.

Now, I'm going to pick up the story in Revelation 20, beginning in verse 1. It says,

1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the 
dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a 
thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, 
and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till 
the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a 
little season. 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for 
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not 
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years. [Look at verse 5] 5 But the rest of the dead lived 
not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. 

Now if you look at that last statement that I read, "This is the first resurrection," anytime 
you see something say "first," that precipitates there must be a second. If you look back 
up into verse 4 and it says that at this resurrection, at this time, they lived and they 
reigned with Christ. 

Now fast forward to verse 11, it says,
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11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for 
them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And 
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire. 

I want you to notice the difference between the two passages that we read. In Revelation 
20:4 it says all of those that were raised and according to verse 5, the first resurrection, it 
says that they lived and reigned with Christ. When you get to verses 11 and 15 which, by 
the way, by a strict reading is about a thousand years later, it says and every one of them 
were judged according to their works and they were sent to a place the Bible calls the 
lake of fire. What we see in Revelation 20 is the color commentary of what Jesus was 
describing in John 5. He says there's a day coming where all will hear his voice. Those 
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and those that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation. And what we see in Revelation 20 is rather than being a 
single, solitary, one moment in time event, there is actually intermittance here, or there is 
a separation of time between the resurrection of the good and everlasting life and the 
resurrection of the evil unto damnation.

That being said, I believe there is an important matter of, for lack of better terms, 
instruction that we need to deal with because for those of you who have spent a lot of 
time in an evangelical and/or Baptist church and you've studied the Scriptures, there is a 
part of you at some point that may be struggling right now because it says those that have
done good versus those that have done evil, and Jesus alluded to this and said it very 
clearly back in John 5, so allow us to kind of peel the layers there because in our culture, 
in our vernacular, I think we struggle with the fact that sometimes we fall into this trap of
thinking that if our good works are "51%" and our bad works are "49%," then that will 
make us okay. The problem is whose standard are you using? 

How many times has somebody said, "Well, that was a good play or that was a good 
move or that was a good word"? Well, you're making that statement in comparison to 
something else that you personally have drawn a line of standard that you've deemed one 
good and one bad, and the problem with that perspective is, we see it from an earth 
looking up perspective and our perspective is always based on our personal subjectivity. 
But when Jesus speaks this in John 5, he's not earth looking up, what is he? He is heaven 
looking down. He is God in flesh. He's not seeing it from a simple human perspective, he 
is seeing it from a sinless God perspective.

And allow me to make what I believe is a very thick theological statement here: apart 
from Jesus Christ, apart from a saving knowledge and understanding, apart from a 
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salvation experience with him, I don't care what you do, how much you give, or how 
much attention it gives you, you haven't done and cannot do anything good. Nothing. 
You say, "Well, I know people who have pledged to give billions of dollars away of their 
inheritance." What good is that? How does that affect one's personal resurrection? Not at 
all. You say, "Well, I know people who have given up their dreams. I mean, they have 
chosen a road that none of us would choose so that they could give their time to help 
other people." You see, again, you're judging the good of giving or the good of going 
based on what you would or you would not do.

What does it say in Revelation 20? How are those people sent to the lake of fire? How are
they judged? According to their works. And how many of them were sent to the lake of 
fire? Every single one. You see, the Bible makes it clear in Ephesians 2:8 and 9, "For by 
grace are we saved through faith that is not of yourself nor of works, lest any man should 
boast." There is nothing that you and I can do, there is no amount of money that we can 
give away that somehow in the eyes of God can make us good. Why? Because in 1 
Corinthians 15. It says because Adam died, we all die. Every single one of us.

So when Jesus made this statement, those that have done good unto resurrection of life 
and those that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation, don't think in terms of 
how much one has done or given or sacrificed but realize it in this sense: that the only 
way that anything you ever do or say or think can be classified good is if Jesus Christ has 
saved you and the Holy Spirit dwells within you because only if God does it can it even 
remotely be deemed good. Let me tell you what Jesus is saying back in John 5: those who
know him as his Savior, Revelation 20:4 is their future. They will be raised to everlasting 
life. They will live and reign with him. And those who reject him, those like his critics 
earlier in chapter 5 who claimed he doesn't know what he's talking about. Oh sure, they 
gave money and, sure, they gave their time but they will be raised in an evil resurrection 
unto damnation.

So what we have to decide today and look at this whole idea is the importance thereof. So
why is this so important? Why is this day, why is this weekend, why is this celebration so
important? Because our resurrection unto life, our resurrection eventually to a place the 
Bible calls heaven, is based entirely on the fact not of what we or others can do, but what 
Jesus Christ alone did on our behalf.

And that's where 1 Corinthians 11 comes into play. As we transition ourselves into a 
celebration of what we know as the Lord's Supper where we come together as the people 
of God to celebrate the gift of God of salvation and forgiveness, we do so through what 
we know as the Lord's Supper. It's a time of remembering his death and this is the 
importance, this is why we remember: if it were not for his death, you would not have his
resurrection. If it were not for his resurrection, you would never have the opportunity for 
salvation. You have to have his death. It is that important.

Beginning in verse 23 of 1 Corinthians 11, it says,
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23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: 
24 And when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, Take, eat: this is 
my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 25 After
the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: this do you, as oft as you  drink it, 
in remembrance of me. [Now listen to verse 26] 26 For as often as you eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, you do shew the Lord's death till he come.

You see, we were in Revelation today for a reason because there is a time where he is 
coming and when he comes, all will hear his voice, those who believe upon him to the 
resurrection of life, those who have rejected ultimately eventually to the resurrection of 
damnation. But in 1 Corinthians 11, he's talking to believers. He's talking to people who 
have come to an understanding of the need for Jesus in their life and he says, "You do 
this, you remember because you do so until he returns because when he returns and when
he calls us and we hear his voice, it is because of his death." It's because of his sacrifice. 
It's because of his willingness to give of himself. And then eventually, yes, three days 
later, the resurrection, that we can even anticipate and celebrate and remember his 
coming.

This is a day, this is a weekend in our culture where we remember. We memorialize those
who have given so much on our behalf. Does it not make sense that we memorialize or 
remember the one who if he had not given himself on our behalf, there would be no 
reason to remember until he comes? We remember that we can be forgiven. We 
remember that we are saved. We remember that he's going to call us out one day because 
he gave himself.

In just a moment, we're going to have a time as a church family where we gather together
and we celebrate what is known as the Lord's Supper. Before we do so, though, I want to 
have a time of prayer with us where we just, if not already, we prepare our hearts. This is 
an important time. This is a serious time because we're remembering today why it's all 
important in our life.

Let's pray together.

Lord, as we come to this time of remembrance, Lord, we're not remembering a church 
building or a denomination or any human endeavor. Lord, we're coming to remember the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the sins of the world. Lord, your word makes it very clear, 
we're not to take that lightly so, God, I pray this morning we would not take that lightly. 
As we prepare for these elements, for the bread and for the juice, as we remember the 
body and the blood, God, I pray that this will be a time where we would cherish your 
promises, that you would give us everlasting life, that you would call us out of the graves 
because you were willing to give yourself on our behalf. Lord, I pray you would prepare 
our hearts to remember appropriately. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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This morning, before we participate, you were given the opportunity when you came into 
the room this morning to receive a cup. That cup has both of the elements, both the bread 
and the juice in it, but we understand some of you may have come in unnoticed or 
unaware so if you do not have one of the Lord's Supper elements and you need one, 
would you please just lift your hand up. We have folks here to help you out. Please raise 
them high so we don't miss you. We want to make sure that everybody has one. We've 
got some in the balcony. Please keep your hand up until you receive it.

I mentioned numerous times today that this is a weekend of memorial in our culture, this 
is a time where there are picnics and there are cookouts and there are car races and all 
kinds of fun endeavors as we cherish the life of the present because of the lives that were 
given in the past. And I do want to ask: is there anyone here today who has had family 
members, now it doesn't have to be a mom or a dad or brother or sister, but someone in 
your family going back maybe many generations, if you know of someone in your family
who has given the physical ultimate sacrifice for our cultural and earthly freedoms, we 
want to recognize and pray for your family. Would you do us the honor, would you just 
stand where you are? Do we have anyone in this service? We had many in our first 
service. Some here, some on the balcony.

Do we have anyone here? This is a special remembrance for me because this Memorial 
Day we remember those who have lost their lives but there is a special group of people 
called POWs and MIAs that families don't have closure. Anyone here have a family 
member in that category? Oftentimes that's the hardest because there is no closure and 
there are just questions and wondering. For those of you that are standing, we want to just
pause for a moment and pray for you.

Lord, for these families that are represented in this place, God, we know oftentimes there
is heartache and loss and questions that seem unending but, God, we're enjoying the 
freedom today of worship in this place because somewhere down the line, someone in 
their family was willing to physically pay the ultimate price. God, we thank you for their 
willingness. We thank you for their service. But God, we pray for these families that are 
standing, that you would bring them comfort, you would bring them peace. Lord, if 
they've still got some questions, God, we pray that you would bring them answers but, 
God, we pray more than anything that aside from all the celebrations of this weekend, 
that your Holy Spirit would minister into their lives this weekend. It is in the name of 
Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

For those of you that are guests or visitors with us today, you find yourself now in the 
same position as those that have been members of this church for decades. This is my 
first Memorial Day to be with you as Senior Pastor and Memorial Day is a special 
weekend in my life as remembering those who have given physically their life but it's 
also an important weekend as we recognize the ultimate memorial, for it is the life of 
Jesus Christ in his body, in his blood, that was given on our behalf. We wouldn't sing if 
he hadn't done so. We wouldn't celebrate if he hadn't done so. There would be no reason 
to even be in this place. So to me it's an important weekend to remember of all those that 
have given so sacrificially, none of them has given as Jesus Christ has on our behalf.
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A few moments ago, a few of our families stood because they had family members that 
had given the ultimate sacrifice, but in light of the context of today's message of 
inclusivity, I'm going to ask you to do something you may have never done while taking 
the Lord's Supper, instead of staying seated, here's what I'm going to ask: if you're here 
today and you're recognizing that Jesus Christ gave of himself for you and gave that 
ultimate physical sacrifice, would you stand to honor him? And that should be all of us.

As you take the elements this morning, you'll notice that the package is in two stages. In 
the top stage there is a piece of bread. This bread is symbolic. It shares with us the idea of
remembering the body as we read, that was given on our behalf through Jesus Christ. 
This morning, would you take and do so in remembrance of him.

We've remembered his body, now we remember his blood. I would ask at this time as 
you peel that layer away that you take in remembrance of him.

As we've celebrated his death, now we have the privilege of celebrating his life. In just a 
few moments, I'm going to pray over us and we're going to have a time of invitation and 
maybe you're that person today who has heard all that's taken place and you've seen it 
displayed through the bread and the juice, or maybe you're that person this morning 
saying, "You know, I need to believe upon Jesus," or maybe you're that person, there is a 
decision that needs to be made. Let me encourage you to do so at this time.

Let's pray together as we prepare for our time of invitation. Maybe you're here for the 
first time, maybe you're here for the thousandth time, it doesn't matter how many times 
you've been in this building or you've been a part of a "Christian service," maybe today is
that day where you finally realize the importance of the death and the resurrection of 
Jesus, and maybe today is the day where you say, "You know, I need to talk to 
somebody. I need to pray with somebody about that." Let me encourage you in a moment
after I pray over us, just to come. We'd love to have a dialog with you. We'd love to talk 
with you. Maybe there's another decision that needs to be made. Maybe there is 
something that needs to be prayed about. We'd love the opportunity to have that 
conversation.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, Lord, we have remembered your sacrifice, 
we've remembered the gift of your body, we've remembered the gift of your blood, and 
now we have the opportunity to celebrate the resurrection, the fact that the tomb is empty
and that we can have life abundant because of it. So God, I pray that as we celebrate 
this, that if there be need for a decision, we would just simply follow you. It is in the 
name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

If you'll remain standing as our team leads us, any decision, I'll be here at the front.

"I will kneel in the dust
at the foot of the cross,
where mercy paid for me.
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Where the wrath I deserve,
it is gone, it has passed.
Your blood has hidden me. 

"Mercy, mercy,
as endless as the sea.
I'll sing Your hallelujah
for all eternity."

In just a moment we're going to be seated and we're going to have the opportunity to give
of our tithes and our offerings and some of the words that you're going to hear us sing, 
words you've already sung today, it says, "May we never lose the wonder." Not only may
we not lose the wonder of the gift and the love that Jesus Christ had for us, but in just a 
moment as we give of our tithes and offerings, to me it is wondrous that God can take so 
little and he can do so much with it.

In just a moment we're going to have a time of prayer and then you're going to be seated 
and we're going to begin the opportunity of giving. I'm going to be here at the front and 
maybe you still need to make a decision or come pray with somebody. I would love the 
opportunity to facilitate that. I'm going to ask Brian S. to come and lead our prayer of 
offertory and then we'll have the opportunity to give.

Brian: Let's pray. Dear heavenly Father, we do thank you for this day and the 
opportunity to come and worship you in so many ways. As we approach the time of 
offering, I just ask you to bless these tithes and offerings and just bless us as we go out 
and help us to be the church that you'd want us to be in our communities and keep us safe
as we go throughout our activities. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

"I will kneel in the dust
at the foot of the cross,
where mercy paid for me.
Where the wrath I deserve,
it is gone, it has passed.
Your blood has hidden me.

"Mercy, mercy,
as endless as the sea.
I'll sing Your hallelujah
for all eternity. 

"We will lift up the cup
and the bread we will break,
remembering Your love.
We were fallen from grace,
but You took on our shame
and nailed it to a cross. 
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"Mercy, mercy,
as endless as the sea.
I'll sing Your hallelujah
for all eternity."

Speaker: Thank you again for being here. What a joy it's been to be able to come to this 
place and to worship together around the Lord's Table and to remember those who have 
given the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms, but to remember Jesus Christ who gave us 
freedom, true freedom. He said that, "If you are in me, you will be free indeed." Isn't that 
amazing? And thank you for sharing in this time.

Just a reminder, we will not have any activities or worship services here at our church 
this evening this holiday weekend. We invite you to spend the afternoon and evening 
with your family and enjoy the weekend and be safe and we look forward to being able to
gather again. You will help us immensely prepare for our next worship service if you'll 
take your disposable cup and carry it with you and then just find a trash receptacle in the 
building after you leave here. That would help us so much in preparing for the next 
service.

So let's pray together. Stand together as we prepare to leave.

God, thank you for your love. Thank you for your grace and mercy in our lives. Thank 
you, Father, that you have given us the perfect gift of salvation through your Son, Jesus 
Christ. May we never, may we never ever ever lose sight and forget your mercy. As we go
through this community and literally wherever our travels take us throughout this next 
week, Father, may we be a shining light that would guide people to the Lord Jesus in 
whose name we pray. Amen. God bless.
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