
2017 Memorial Day 

Setting Ourselves for Battle 

Reading – Joshua 1:1-9 

 

Today is a day that we are supposed to look back on to remember those who have given their lives to help us 

maintain our freedom.  Yet if we look around, we find many people enjoying the holiday without ever looking 

back at those who made the sacrifice.  We have become a people that have set ourselves to enjoy life and forget the 

heartaches from whenever.  We see it in every area, from parenting with parents who don’t want kids who disturb 

them from having a fun life, to physiology that emphasizes the importance of doing what needs to be done for your 

own fulfillment, to the self-esteem cult.  It is everywhere around us.  We justify our own desires and tell ourselves 

that we need this or that… This is why I want to look at the life of Joshua today.  Joshua gives us the picture of a 

man who set his heart to obey God and to carve out a life for the children of Israel that God had commanded for 

them.  We are not in a battle against another people, but in our own hearts, to take our hearts captive for the Lord.  

We face giants and fenced cities that stand in opposition as our flesh wants to please itself.  I want to look at what 

Joshua did and what we can do today.  This is going to be our memorial day, our day to remember a spiritual hero 

who gave his life to the Lord. 

 

 Who was Joshua? 

◦ Stone mason in Egypt, Ex. 17:9 fought Amalek while Moses prayed on the mount, Ex. 24:13 followed 

Moses up into the mount of God,  Exodus 33:11 God speaks face to face to Moses at the completed 

tabernacle and Moses departs, but Joshua stays to at the tabernacle. 

◦ Numbers 11 He is jealous for Moses when some of the leaders prophecy and is described as “Moses’ 

assistants and “one of his choice men.”  In Numbers 13 He is chosen as one of the 12 spies.  He and 

Caleb are the only two who will stand for God. 

◦ Finally in Deu. 34 he is chosen by God and anointed by Moses to be the next leader of Israel. 

◦ Faithful man who for 40 years followed His leaders and served faithfully in big and small matters.  His 

heart is faithful to God, there is a love of God there as well.  Not a love for the songs and fellowship of 

the meeting, but a true love for the Lord.  He knows God is real and spends time at the temple praying 

and meeting with God.  So he stays close to the man that God had set in charge, willing to be a servant.  

He is now made, not ruler, but servant of all the children of Israel. 

 Joshua 1:1-2 “
1
 After the death of Moses, the servant of the LORD, it came to pass that the LORD spoke 

to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, saying: 
2
 Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go 

over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them-- the children of Israel.” 

◦ God does the work.  He raises up leaders, men and women.  He is looking for men and woman who will 

stand in the gap.   

▪ Ezekiel 22:30  “So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap 

before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.” 

▪ Ezekiel 13:4-6 “
4
 O Israel, your prophets are like foxes in the deserts. 

5
 You have not gone up into 

the gaps to build a wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of the LORD. 
6
 They 

have envisioned futility and false divination, saying, Thus says the LORD! But the LORD has not 

sent them; yet they hope that the word may be confirmed.” 

▪ Isaiah 59:16-21  God decides to stand in the gap and makes a new covenant and sends a redeemer.   

Christ stands before us to turn us away from our sin…  Freedom to serve. 

 Gal 5:13-14 “
13

 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 
14

 For all the law is fulfilled in one 

word, even in this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

◦ God doesn’t need anything, but He still looks for men and women.   

▪ We are to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers. (Matthew 9:38 & Luke 10:2) 

▪ Paul chooses Timothy to stand in the gap at Ephesus as wolves are coming! 



◦ God works in His way.  Moses my servant is dead….  God is able and often waits to work until our 

hope grows dim.  It is for His Glory.  We must do it His way. 

▪ Isaiah 6:1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, 

and the train of His robe filled the temple…. 

▪  Every true start involves a meeting with God.   

 Not always verbal and audible, but always with a knowledge of who God is and who I am. 

◦ It exalts God and debases man.  It brings us into the position that we need to be.  Humble 

and waiting on God for instructions. 

◦ I believe that it involves brokenness.  We have been given much…. 

▪ Isaiah 6:5-7 “
5
 So I said: Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean 

lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the 

King, The LORD of hosts. 
6
 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a 

live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. 
7
 And he touched my mouth 

with it, and said: Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And 

your sin purged.” 

▪ After we have met God that we can hear. We cannot serve in filth. We need forgiveness. 

 Joshua 1:2-6 “
2
 Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this 

people, to the land which I am giving to them-- the children of Israel. 
3
 Every place that the sole of your 

foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses. 
4
 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as 

the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down 

of the sun, shall be your territory. 
5
 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I 

was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 
6
 Be strong and of good 

courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give 

them.” 

◦ God’s call goes alone with His promises.  If we are called to do something by God, we can trust that 

God will provide.   His promises sometimes seem too good to be true! 

▪ His authority – Vs. 2  I am giving you… 

 Clearly defined boundaries.  Not unlimited area, but a specific area. 

 There are areas in our life we are given command by God to take and other areas that we can’t 

touch…  Only as God leads.   

◦ One of the great deceptions of our day is that we fight the wrong battles. 

▪ We fight against people not sin. 

▪ We chose to fight against symptoms not against the root cause of sin…. 

▪ We fight with the wrong weapons…. 

 2 Co 10:3-5 “
3
 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the 

flesh. 
4
 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling 

down strongholds, 
5
 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 

against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience 

of Christ,” 

▪ His promise – With His call comes His provision.  (It is in the Lord only!) 

 Vs. 5 No man with be able to stand against you...  

 Joshua 7:7-13 “
7
 And Joshua said, Alas, Lord GOD, why have You brought this people over 

the Jordan at all-- to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? Oh, that we had 

been content, and dwelt on the other side of the Jordan! 
8
 O Lord, what shall I say when Israel 

turns its back before its enemies? 
9
 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will 

hear it, and surround us, and cut off our name from the earth. Then what will You do for Your 

great name? 
10

 So the LORD said to Joshua: Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face? 
11

 Israel 

has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. For they 



have even taken some of the accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived; and they have 

also put it among their own stuff. 
12

 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their 

enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they have become doomed to 

destruction. Neither will I be with you anymore, unless you destroy the accursed from among 

you. 
13

 Get up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus 

says the LORD God of Israel: There is an accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot 

stand before your enemies until you take away the accursed thing from among you.” 

◦ No peace with sin. 

 Joshua 1:7-8 “
7
 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law 

which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may 

prosper wherever you go. 
8
 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate 

in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make 

your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” 

◦ God’s provision is His word.  The preaching of it, the reading of it, most important the obeying of it. 

▪ Psalms 19:7-11 “
7
 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the 

LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 
8
 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
9
 The fear of the LORD is clean, 

enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
10

 More to be 

desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 
11

 Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping them there is great reward.” 

 Converting or Restoring... 

 1 Peter 1:23 “having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the 

word of God which lives and abides forever,” 

 Ephesians 5:25-27 “
25

 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself for her, 
26

 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the 

word, 
27

 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 

any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.” 

 Psalms 119:9 “BETH. How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to 

Your word.” 

▪ 1 Timothy 4:12-16 “
12

 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, 

in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
13

 Till I come, give attention to reading, to 

exhortation, to doctrine. 
14

 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by 

prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 
15

 Meditate on these things; give yourself 

entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 
16

 Take heed to yourself and to the 

doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.” 

 A Reminders to Joshua – Memorials 

◦ Joshua 4 – Stones for a Memorial 

◦ Joshua 5:13-15 “
13

 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, 

and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and 

said to Him, Are You for us or for our adversaries? 
14

 So He said, No, but as Commander of the army of 

the LORD I have now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, 

What does my Lord say to His servant? 
15

 Then the Commander of the LORD'S army said to Joshua, 

Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy. And Joshua did so.” 

◦ Joshua 24:15 “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom 

you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or 

the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 

LORD.” 

 

There is so much in this lesson.  We have to realize that God has called us to this place, here today.  We are to be 

His people, standing before the Lord.  We have a work that has been given to us.  There are gaps that have to be 



filled.  For our families, our towns, our country.  We can’t fill a gap in leadership of the country, but we can be 

faithful to fill the area God has given us.  Our own lives first and foremost, then to be faithful to our families, and 

our churches, and finally in our community, as God gives us opportunity.  Nothing is too hard for the Lord, but He 

will demand that we are His completely.  Are you ready to pay the price?  It is easy to start on the journey, all of 

Israel started.  It is hard to finish well, only Joshua and Caleb went into the promise land. 

 

Now may the Grace of our Lord Jesus, the Love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be in abide with each 

one of you, now and forever, Amen. 


