
Jonah 4 
Outrageous Grace 

 
Unbroken …  
 
I. Provocative Grace 
 A. Saves the Wicked 
 B. Sours the Prophet 
 C. Aggravates Human Nature 
 
II. Outrageous Grace 
 A. Divine 
 B. Shocking 
 C. Sufficient 
 
III. Abundant Grace 
 A. What We Have 
 B. What We Need 
 C. What Will Matter 
 
… but by the grace of God. 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. Why was Jonah so angry? 
2. How had God been kind to Jonah even though he was disobedient? 
3. What was wrong with Jonah’s feelings about God’s kindness to Nineveh? 
4. What did God do to show Jonah how selfish he was? 
5. God has been so good to us. Should we be happy when we see Him show 
kindness to others?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Wretch Like Me 

“Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me!” 

It would have been strangely anachronistic for Jonah to sing 

the words John Newton penned nearly 2,500 years after his 

time, but he should have shared the sentiment of them. He 

didn’t. Jonah could not sing such words with any integrity 

because he was not in the proper place spiritually to allow him 

to do so. Case in point: Jonah was infuriated by the grace that 

God had shown the repentant Ninevites by sparing them. But as 

God often does when His people harbor deep unrighteousness 

in their heart, He goes in deep to root it out. In this case Jonah 

needs to see just how graceless he is. God not only calls him out 

on his attitude, He provides for him a graphic illustration to show 

him just how petty, shallow, and wicked his thinking was. Jonah 

was himself a recipient of God’s great mercy, but he did not 

appreciate just how profound and undeserved it was – if he 

understood grace at all it was from an extremely self-centered 

perspective. Further, he felt as though he had the right to 

decide just how God’s grace should be distributed to others. 

When the people he despised received mercy from God he 

was disgusted to death. As it turns out the prophet himself 

needed repentance due to his gracelessness. We can only trust 

that the notoriously self-absorbed prophet got the message and 

changed his ways.  

 We need to examine ourselves up against the disturbing 

attitude Jonah had in that season of his life. There may be a lot 

of questions surrounding Jonah’s response to the Ninevite 

sinners, but the questions for us are simple. Do we appreciate 

the profound grace that God has shown us despite our 

sinfulness and does such mercy astound us as it should? A good 

indicator that we do will be revealed by the way we respond to 

grace shown to other sinners. The more we grasp the depth of 

God’s love and mercy toward wretches like us, the more we will 

desire with all our hearts that others – even those we may 

despise – will know the abundance of God’s saving grace in 

their life. When sinners are granted the grace of repentance our 

rejoicing should be thoroughly extravagant!  
 


