
Revelation Lesson 58
Laodicea: The Last Church (Condemnation)

Revelation 3:15-16  I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or
hot.  16  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth.

Here we sadly arrive at the second lesson concerning the Laodicean Congregation. I say sadly
because normally we would be encountering the Church's Commendation or Compliment from
Christ.  Instead  we  find  ourselves  about  to  embark  upon  an  overview  of  the  Church's
Condemnation, something that Christ did not issue to the Church at Smyrna nor the Church at
Philadelphia. 

Seeing those absences we find here a gaping hole, where there ought not to be one. As believers we
ought to be about our Father's business and to advance the Kingdom's work, but here we find that
Christ has nothing Good to say – which is saying something – about the Church at Laodicea. 

LaHaye said it  best: “The church of Laodicea has the distinction of being the only one whose
conduct was so reprehensible that even the Christ of Glory, Who knew all about her, could not find
one thing on which to commend her. This is a tragic indictment, indeed, on so-called Christianity
in the twentieth and...twenty-first centu[ies].”

Be that as it may Christ still has His true believers. But the vast overwhelming majority are sadly
Lukewarm. Why does Christ say this? We'll find out more as we get deeper into our lesson. With
that said let's get started.

I know thy works, - The final and last time Christ is going to tell the Church on the Earth that
He knows their works. Again as in the previous 6 times this points to Christ's Omniscience (All
Knowing) attribute. He knows all. In so knowing He is the final judge and arbiter 

that thou art – We note again,  that Christ is  using the Singular you to refer to the Church
Congregation as a whole unit. But here we find He is not analyzing their works, why? 

Because ALL their works are no good. Allow me to put it this way: all truly saved people are going
to produce works (Eph. 2:10) and we know that all our works will be judged by Christ (1 Cor. 3:11-
15) the basis of our works being either “good” or “bad” will depend upon whether or not we were
filled with the Holy Ghost at the time we performed the works. Since God is the only One Who is
Good  then  only  He  can  perform  “good  works”  (Luke  18:19)  when  we  are  thus  filled  with
(controlled by or led by) the Holy Ghost then the works done are done by Him and hence are
“good.” But when you and I are NOT controlled by the Holy Ghost then all our works are kindling
“wood, hay, stubble.” Thus Christ does not mention their works as being commendable because all
their works were done in the flesh and will be burned up in the fire. You know what? That's pretty
sad. 

He then says in conjunction with the statement about works that THOU (singular) art neither and
in so doing He is connecting the lack of works mentioned to the condition in which He finds them
in. 

neither  cold –  The  word  neither  is  used  before  the  first  of  two  (or  occasionally  more)
alternatives that are being specified (the others being introduced by “nor”) to indicate that they
are each untrue or each do not happen. What does this mean? Let's see: So the first negative
(which in a way is a positive). What? That's contradictory. The implication here is that the Church



at Laodicea is not cold in that they are NOT Spiritually dead – they are born again, they are saved.
So to be “cold” would be to be Lost. So with the understanding of the word neither applied here He
is saying that the Churchfolk at Laodicea are NOT LOST.

Jesus stated clearly in Matthew 24:12 “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall
wax cold.” There it is folks! The state of the Church today – because sin IS abounding (flourishing,
increasing) the love of many will grow cold. Recall how Christ said we love Him? By having His
Word and keeping His Commandments (John 14;15).

Bro. D. A. Waite applies this word to describe many of our modern churches: “There was no warm
genuine Christian Faith nor a desire for holiness. We have this coldness in churches in our country
and all over the world today. May our church never be cold.” Indeed. I've said several times that
some churches are so cold you can hang meat in 'em!

But now, the late Oliver B. Greene said it like this: “The Laodiceans were in the most dangerous
state possible. They were not referred to as being spiriutally dead.” But note, the condition where
they are is not good. It is interesting to me to see that Christ is leading up to something here. So
hang onto this thought – it will blow your mind! 

nor  hot: -  Greene  says:  “They  were  not  referred  to  as.....being  spiritually  alive....they  were
indifferent.” They are saved, but they're not hot. They're not “on fire” as it were. The coals have
cooled and they are in SERIOUS need of Revival! When we're “hot” or on fire for the Lord we're
producing “good” works – how so? Let's see, it says in Hebrews 12:29 “For our God is a consuming
fire.” so when the Holy Ghost is there He consumes our sin out of us and steers us in the path to
serve the Lord (Galatians 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of
the flesh.) and hence we are able to produce and produce “good works.” But here we see that the
Church isn't like that. The Church of Laodicea is NOT Cold and NOT Hot. 

Greene says: “The coldness and death of Sardis, mixed with the weakness – yet a little warmth -of
Philadelphia had produced the feeble, lukewarm condition in the Laodicean assembly. Had it been
hot, the Lord would have blessed it.”

Now this next part is gonna blow your mind...

I would thou wert cold or hot.  - Might as well hang up one of those Old Western Wanted
Posters: CHURCH MEMBER - - - WANTED: DEAD OR ALIVE. Huh? You say. Listen, here is why
Oliver B. Greene said: “The Laodiceans were in the most dangerous state possible.” Did you just
hear was Jesus said? I WISH YOU WERE EITHER LOST OR ON FIRE FOR ME! WOW! Think
about  it.  Greene went  onto say:  “Had the church been totally  cold,  there  would have been a
possibility of reviving the coldness and the church might have become warm...” 

These words were pointed to earlier in Matthew 6:24 “No man can serve two masters: for either
he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon.” When the Church tries to serve the World and Christ, the Flesh
and  Christ,  the  Lusts  and  Christ,  Self  and  Christ  you  always  get  the  same  thing:
LUKEWARMNESS!

So then because thou art lukewarm,  - Oliver B. Greene describes this Lukewarmness as:
“The church at Laodicea was a group of undecided, neutral members who would not take a stand
one way or the other toward Christ or the Truth, and this is the most hateful, disgusting spirit
possible to display against God's Christ, God's Word and God's Church. Such a conditition must be
dealt with immeditely, and gotten rid of quickly. The last condition of the church is the worst by



far. Total indifference is damning more people today than the liquor traffice, the dope traffic, and
all other species of sin combined.” 

Now, let us be quick to understand what Lukewarm means....

and neither cold nor hot, - Boy I'm glad the King James Bible has a built-in Dictionary! But
notice according to D. A. Waite, he says: “According to the dictionary, it's barely or moderately
warm (said of liquids); not very warm, or enthusiastic. This Church was not enthusiastic. It was
tepid,  lacing  warmth and without  enthusiasm.  A person who is  a  Laodicean is  indifferent  or
Lukewarm in religion as the early professing Christians of Laodicea.”

But this has a historical meaning that would have been evident in the ancient world, at that time
to the Laodiceans themselves. Please see your handout.

For most Ancient cities you wanted to be near a body of water for obvious reasons. But Laodicea
kept growing and expanding due to their black wool and the eyesalve they made and sold. So the
size  of  the  size  of  the  city  outgrew their  water  supply.  But  that  was alright  to  them, because
everybody had money and to the Laodiceans, if they weren't going to the water, they were rich
enough to make the water come to them. 

To the North of Laodicea some 6 miles away was the city of Hieropolis. This city was known for it's
hot springs of mineral water. These springs were known to boast of some of the hottest water in
the ancient world. These waters were good to drink as medicine and to bathe in. Laodicean City
leaders  then partnered with Hieropolis  to  build a  6-mile  long aqueduct  to  bring some of  the
business of the Hot Springs to this medical city – and then the sickly would hopefully stay longer
at Laodicea isntead of journeying north to spend their money at Hieropolis. 

To the South of Laodicea some 11 miles away was the city of Colossae which boasted some of the
coldest  refreshing  waters  (from  Mount  Cadmus).  Well  they  paid  well,  to  have  the  water  (or
ice/snow) brought into the town. 

But both “solutions” backfired. The Water carted in each day would be tepid and not cold. The
water was fine to bathe with and they “made do” and drank it, but it was nauseating. One the big
day when the new Laodicean “Hot Spring” Spa and Fountain was opened, the incoming water had
cooled and thus was not HOT but rather it had become Lukewarm as it travelled 6 miles through
the aqueduct to the city. Complain as they might, they knew the water situtation was being met
albeit lukewarmly. Moving was out of the question because their city had become a Medical Mecca
so-to-speak and everyone was making money. So as time went on, the city was known for the
things it made not for the water it had.

You  know  what  folks?  That  EXACTLY  like  our  modern  churches  today.  We're  known  for
EVERYTHING but our Water of Life! Lord forgive us!

I will  spue thee out of my mouth.  -  Christ's  final  words in  His condemnation speaks of
Judgment. This was seen in reversal in the Old Testament in Leviticus 20:22 “Ye shall therefore
keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that the land, whither I bring you to
dwell therein, spue you not out.” If they obeyed the Lord, the Land would not “spue [them] out”
but if they did NOT obey then the reversal would happen and it did. Hence Christ is telling the
church they will face the same. They will be “vomited out” that's what He's saying. He's saying this
is Divine Discipline. Now, is the Lord too strong on this Church. Nope! What He means what He
says.  It's  how  He  feels  about  Apostasy,  those  having  a  form  of  godliness  (2  Tim.  3:5)  &
Lukewarmness in our lives, families, churches, communities & our nation – He's sick of it!


