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“21  Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave 

him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 22  Seeing ye have purified 

your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 

brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 23  Being born 

again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 

liveth and abideth for ever. 24  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as 

the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25  

But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the 

gospel is preached unto you.” (1Pet 1:21-25) 

 

Please note:  [These are sermon notes, used by Pastor Powell when he preached 

this sermon, and are not meant to be published documents, only lightly edited] 

 

Peter is speaking of being schooled by Christ.   There is no other school like His.  

School, catechizing, discipling—these all mean the same thing.  He sent the 

twelve out to teach all nations but along with that He also sent the Holy Spirit to 

make sure that the teaching was effective. 

 

There is no school like the school of Christ.  There is not Headmaster like Him. 

There is no curriculum like the Gospel.  There is no School Spirit like the Holy 

Spirit.   Blessed are those who learn such knowledge and happy are those who 

continue in it and teach others. 

 

I. Catechized in Christ’s School.  Vs. 21. 

A. In the heavenly things, ignorance is NOT bliss.  Verse 14.   The children of 

God are enrolled, so that they be no more children.  Ephesians  4: 

1. 17  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk 

not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18  Having the 

understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through 

the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 

2. Also:  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 

cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the 

truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ: 

B.  But Jesus has been sent by the Father to school us in the things of God.  

Vs. 21.   
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1. “By Him” is “according to His methods”  He puts into action measures 

that will take away the ignorance and supply heavenly knowledge.  

Knowledge outside yourself. 

2. Chief of these methods are: 

a. Preaching;  Witness;  Sacraments; Discipline. 

b. The message is the Gospel, the holy Scriptures and doctrines sent 

down from heaven through the apostles and prophets and chiefly by 

Jesus of Nazareth. 

c. You and I bring nothing at all, not one script to this knowledge.:  1 

Cor 2:  

7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden 

wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 

8  Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known 

it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

9  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 

entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 

them that love him. 

10  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 

searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

11  For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man 

which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the 

Spirit of God. 

12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 

which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given 

to us of God. 

13  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s 

wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing 

spiritual things with spiritual. 

3.   “Believed in God”  Knowledge and Trust.  Both are necessary as the 

catechism states it. 

II. This knowledge and trust is formed incorruptible by the Holy Ghost. 22-24 

A. Purified your souls.  What you bring is a bunch of lies. 

1. Environmental pollution isn’t anything compared to the corruption that 

is in your own souls. 

2. It is called ignorance; darkness; deadness, etc.  God didn’t create the 

heavens and the earth; Jesus is not God; Ten Commandments are not 

binding and I will be ok if I ignore them; I don’t have to love my 
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neighbor.  Every truth contained in the Bible and summarized in the 

H.C. and the other great creeds of the church, is denied and a filthy lie is 

put in its place. 

3. Hypocrisy: that truth is not important—must be swept away.  What kind 

of school would teach that 1+1=3. 

B. By a powerful figure, Peter describes this new life.  Vs. 23, as I said last 

week.  I am born again.  My soul now; my body at the resurrection, for 

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. 

1. My soul is renewed; my body will be renewed, for Christ will come and 

raise my vile body from the dead, and I will have a new one after His 

likeness and His image. 

2. Another powerful figure, used by John, is that of the vine.  We are 

engrafted into the Vine and His power comes to us and transforms us.  

Or we read that the word is engrafted into us, implanted into us. 

C. Note.  There is nothing every indicted or even hinted that I bring something 

to this school of my own.  What I bring is rebellion, misrepresentations, 

lies, deceit and unbelief.  Christ finds nothing in me worthy of eternal life,  

a. but Romans 6: 6 ¶  For when we were yet without strength [DEAD –

Bavinck], in due time Christ died for the ungodly. {in due time: or, 

according to the time}7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one 

die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.  8  

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.9  Much more then, being now justified by 

his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 

b. This is the gospel that we read, or was witnessed to us, or that was 

preached, or we sang in church, or were taught by our mothers and 

fathers. 

c. Not a phrase of it came from our own hearts and minds. 

d. Yes, but more than that, there was nothing in us that could 

understand, for it was all gibberish and we had no understanding of 

ourselves, our world, our minds, or of God, until the Gospel was 

preached unto us. 

D. This is the work of the Holy Spirit, given to me by the preaching of the 

Gospel.  Paul asks the foolish Galatians who were in danger of being swept 

away from the Gospel:   
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a. Gal 1: 1 ¶  O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye 

should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 

evidently set forth, crucified among you? 

b. Or the Corinthians:    1Co 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to 

them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the 

power of God. 

c. Or the Ephesians: 16  And that he might reconcile both unto God in 

one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: {thereby: or, 

in himself} 17  And came and preached peace to you which were 

afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18  For through him we both 

have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

 

III. This heart, purified from its filthy lies and hypocrisy, may now have 

confidence without fear. 

A. Degrees of fear. 

1. Blind, unthinking terror.  Paralyzing fear.   In war, terrorism, pestilence; 

disaster 

2. Grinding, nagging worry and resident fear.  How horrible this is; 

destructive of both mind and soul. 

3. Worry and anxiety.   Feeling of unrest, of being unsettled. 

4. Toward yourself; toward your loved ones; toward your things.  All of 

these are found in the Bible 

B. Root of fear is unbelief or trust in grass. for all created things are idols and 

like grass if we trust in them. 

C. Faith and hope in God:  All Flesh is as grass and fades away.   Do not glory 

in your wisdom; your strength; your riches. 

 

Application :  See Proverbs 16.  

A. Know that God is lord and sovereign of all.  Souls, spirits, even the wicked 

B. Surrender to His sovereignty: don’t fight Him.  Vs. 3.  ROLL  This is the 

way to have your thoughts directed. So you can know the will of God.  

Rebellion brings darkness. 

C. This brings peace within and without.  Vs. 6,7. 

D. This brings a value adjustment.  Vs. 8. 

E.   A true evaluation of your own thoughts—vanity.  Vs. 9 


