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I want to encourage you this morning to open your Bibles to the book of Joel. The book 

of Joel is actually the second book in a series of books at the end of the Old Testament 

known as the Minor Prophets. And if you’re a first-time guest or visitor with us, we are in 

a sermon series through the Minor Prophets that we’ve entitled “Bearded Men.” The 

reason for doing so is when we think of these prophets, these were not soft skinned, nice 

word speaking individuals. In fact, probably the best description of their personality is 

found in the one whom we know as John the Baptist. Remember John the Baptist coming 

out of the wilderness and locusts coming out of his mouth and leather around his back 

saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” This is the type of individual that 

the Amoses and the Joels and the Obadiahs and the Jonahs and the Habakkuks would’ve 

been.  

 

Today we come to the book of Joel, the second book in the series of the Minor Prophets. 

And he is probably the one whom we know the least about. In fact, some people have 

called him the prophet of mystery or the mysterious prophet. The only thing we know for 

sure is who his dad was and that he was most likely a contemporary of the prophet 

Jeremiah. That’ll come into play later on at the end of the message. 

 

There is one distinct feature that is kind of going to lay the groundwork for today’s 

message. Probably more than any other of the Minor Prophets, he deals with a subject 

matter known as corporate or collective or cultural sin. In other words, today’s message, 

you may listen to it, you may read it, you may heed it and you may say, “You know 

what? I’ve never done any of those things. I’ve never thought any of those things. I’ve 

never even considered any of those things.” But allow me to warn you, you live in a 

culture that does. And you and I are not in isolation. We do not live on islands. Just like 

the book of Hebrews says, “Do not forsake the assembling of the believers.” We were 

never made to live alone, we were designed to be in community. And in our community 

and in our culture what has happened is that collectively our culture and our communities 

have decided to rebel against the things of God. And how do we respond? What do we 

do? What are our marching orders? 

 

I want to encourage you to turn to the book of Joel in your Old Testament. Today I’m 

going to read the first 14 verses of chapter 1 and then we’ll hit some other verses around. 

It says, 

 

“The word of the Lord that came to Joel the son of Pethuel. Hear this, ye 

old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your 

days, or even in the days of your fathers? Tell ye your children of it, and 

let your children tell their children, and their children another generation. 
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That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which 

the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the 

cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten. Awake, ye drunkards, and 

weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is 

cut off from your mouth. For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, 

and without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the 

cheek teeth of a great lion. He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig 

tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are 

made white. Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of 

her youth. The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the 

house of the Lord; the priests, the Lord’s ministers, mourn. The field is 

wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried 

up, the oil languisheth. Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye 

vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the 

field is perished. The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the 

pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees 

of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of 

men. Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the 

altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat 

offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of your God. 

Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the 

inhabitants of the land into the house of the Lord your God, and cry unto 

the Lord.” 

 

This passage of scripture lays the foundation and the framework for this prophet of 

mystery. He is discussing and is going to discuss the ramifications and the reality and the 

scenarios behind corporate cultural sin. And today I just want to deal with a couple of key 

aspects about this and the first one is this, the reality of cultural sin. The reality that we 

live in a land as all people live in a land where there are those around them that are 

rebelling against God and it is affecting God’s blessings and God’s hand upon their lives.  

 

All I have to do is remind you of a man in the Old Testament by the name of Achan. 

Achan was an individual, one of the troops, one of the armies of Israel. They had gone 

into battle, they had won the battle decisively. And the Lord said, “When you take the 

spoils, take all you want except don’t take these certain things.” Guess what Achan did? 

He took those certain things. And what did God say, “I cannot go further with you as an 

entity until you deal with the sin that is in the camp.” Please understand, in our culture, in 

our communities, in fact, if you want to be specific, in our country, our civilization, we 

are at a very important threshold of life. For I believe that God cannot go any further with 

us until the sin is rid out of the camp. And that’s what Joel is dealing with here.  

 

And so, the first thing about this aspect of the reality of corporate cultural sin I want you 

to notice is that it’s always progressive. It doesn’t happen overnight. It’s kind of like the 

frog being boiled in the kettle. If the water was 212 degrees, he’d jump immediately out 

but if you put him in it at room temperature and you slightly turn it up over a period of 

time, he will literally boil to death. Here in verse 4, it says the palmer-worm has eaten, 
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then the locusts have eaten, the cankerworm has eaten and then the caterpillar has eaten. 

Now, we can spend a lot of time and a lot of minutiae dealing with the facts that are these 

four different insects? Are these four different stages of the same insect? Allow me to 

answer that very detailed biblical question with this simple analogy. If you just take the 

locust, how did that work out for Egypt? It wasn’t good was it? In other words, when the 

locusts came through, when you read about the plagues, notice he says that there was 

nothing green left in the land.  

 

And in this illustration and in this story, it says there was an entity that went before the 

locusts. Then the locusts came through, then another group came through and another 

group came through. And by the time you got to the end, there was nothing green. In fact, 

it says the bark was off the trees, they were absolutely white. You even get the picture 

that the seeds had been harvested out of the ground. Everything was completely bare. But 

understand, this progressiveness of sin is not just in verse 4, it’s illustrated in verse 2 and 

3 when it says that this generation allowed something to happen that the next generation 

took a little bit further and the next generation took it a little bit further and what I’ve said 

for years is this, what parents do in moderation, their children tend to do in excess. 

 

What you and I allow as far as sin and rebellion toward God, we say, “Well, a little bit 

won’t hurt.” Then the next generation says, “A little bit more should be better.” And a 

little bit more and a little bit more and pretty soon what happens is you find yourself in a 

culture, you find yourself in a civilization that is in utter rebellion to the things of God. 

We find ourselves in such a situation in our culture today.  

 

One of the most beloved, revered, and honored organizations in our culture, that 

organization that has taken millions and millions of young men and in particular dozens 

of our leaders and presidents, and raised them up, and even had a program called “God 

and Country” decided this week to endorse a lifestyle that Romans, chapter 1, calls 

unnatural, ungodly, unseemly and a product of reprobate mind. Guess what folks? We 

have hit the bottom of the sin bucket. We are in utter rebellion to God.  

 

But it didn’t happen overnight. It didn’t happen in the last six months. It didn’t happen in 

the last six years. How did this occur? How did we become a society, how did we 

become a culture where we will just live in open defiance and rebellion to God? That 

rebellion is preceded always by an ideology or philosophy that is known as relativism. 

The idea of relativism was propagated decades ago. It is this concept, it is this idea that 

beliefs and philosophies and ideologies are simply relative. In other words, yours is as 

good as mine. There is no such thing as anything that is absolute truth. It was propagated 

and has been propagated for years and years and that is why we live in a world today that 

says, “It doesn’t matter what your home looks like as long as you’re happy, it’s ok.” 

That’s not what God said. But in relative thinking, that is the concept. So, what has 

happened is our rebellion towards God was preceded by our relative mindset. This open-

mindedness, “Oh, you’re ok, I’m ok, we’re all ok.” That’s not what God said.  

 

So, how did that happen? How did the relativity sink in? Let me tell you what’s occurred 

in our culture. Some years ago, even years preceding some of your ages in this room, our 
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culture, unbeknownst to some  of us, decided to push the reset button. Let me tell you 

what the reset button is. A do-over, a start-over. Those of you who have children and 

grandchildren, the gaming systems they have, when they push reset, they can take 

something that’s not going in the direction they like and start over.  

 

Some years ago, our culture decided to push the reset button and this last week I had the 

opportunity, I had the privilege to see it with my own eyes. I was with my oldest child 

touring our nation’s capital, what we know as Washington, DC. Monument after 

monument, in fact, he told me, “Dad, if I see another marble statue of another dead man, 

I’m going to get sick at my stomach.” I said, “I agree.” They’re everywhere. We went to 

monuments, we went to sites, we went to memorials, we went anywhere and everywhere 

you could go as quick and as fast as you can. Let me share with you, what is etched in 

stone all over our capital city. The word of God. Everywhere you go. Do you know that 

even the train station in Washington has three Bible verses on it. The train station! The 

memorials, the buildings, the libraries, the capitol. It’s everywhere you turn.  

 

But the event that got me the most, was what we know as the Jefferson Memorial. Now, 

if you don’t know a whole lot about Thomas Jefferson, he was theologically speaking, a 

Deist at best. What that means is, he believed in God. He believed that he was created by 

an entity that he referred to as God the Creator and the Divine. But he did not believe that 

Jesus was God. He did not believe that Jesus was raised from the dead. If you don’t 

believe me, go look up and read his, Thomas Jefferson’s, New Testament where he 

leaves out the resurrection of Jesus. Folks, if you don’t have a resurrection, you don’t 

have salvation, I’m sorry. Ok.  

 

I’m not here to stand in judgment against the soul of one of our Founding Fathers, but it 

ain’t looking good. But that being said, in his memorial he refers to his words etched in 

stone. He mentions God, he mentions prayer, he mentions the scriptures. And then he 

says that there should not be any prejudice or there should not be anything that happens 

that should persecute, and I’m paraphrasing here, one religion against another.  

 

Here’s the problem with that. You can’t go in Washington, DC to a monument and find a 

scripture out of the Koran. You can’t find a saying from Buddha. What you find are the 

words of God himself. And in their days, when they spoke of religious persecution, they 

were talking about the fact that you can’t persecute a Baptist against an Episcopal. A 

Congregationalist against a Catholic or a Methodist against a Presbyterian. What they 

were saying is, if you’re a Baptist, be a Baptist. If you’re an Episcopal, be an Episcopal. 

But in no shape and/or form did they see anything outside of what we know as the 

biblical record for life.  

 

Listen, what happened was we had folks who came to this country hundreds of years ago 

in tens and thousands and hundreds of thousands and possibly millions of people who 

have given their life because they believed that what God said is the standard for life. But 

some time ago we pushed reset and said, “No, no, no, no. Let’s take it outside of the 

biblical framework and let’s just allow everything in.” Can I refer back to an old Texas 

statement? “How’s this working out for us?” Because when we pushed reset, we became 
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relative. And when we got relative, we have now become rebellious. And what is 

happening is just what happened in verse 4 of chapter 1 of the book of Joel, that sin is 

stripping the land and taking everything that has life in it and destroying it. Listen, 

cultural sin is always progressive. We did not get here overnight. It has been a slow and 

steady path.  

 

The second thing I want you to know about the reality of corporate or cultural sin is that 

it always has a product. There’s an end result. There’s a product that is associated with it. 

I want you to look at verse 6. “A nation is come upon my people, my land, strong and 

without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion. He has the cheek teeth of a great 

lion.”  

 

In the historical situation, here, and I want you to hear me very clearly, if you don’t do a 

lot of biblical studies and hopefully you’re taking notes, I want to give you two very key 

dates you need to remember: 722 BC and 586 BC. In 722 BC what we know as the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel was taken captive by the Assyrians. The Southern Kingdom 

was taken in 586 by what we know as the Babylonians. Historically speaking, God is 

telling them that if you do not change your ways, if you do not repent, if you do not fix 

what is crooked, a nation is going to come and take you over and you won’t look like 

what you used to look like.  

 

Now, I’m not speaking about actual geographical political entities in the twenty-first 

century, but let me give you an illustration of how this has occurred. One hundred years 

ago, in this nation, you had the freedom both academically and personally to propagate 

whatever idea or concept you believe of how you and I got here. In other words, if you 

believe that God created us out of the dust, just like the biblical record said, God bless 

you, you had the freedom to do so. One hundred years ago, if you attributed your 

philosophy of life to a very new idea propagated by Charles Darwin, that somehow it 

started with the goo, went to the zoo and you ended up with you, then…isn’t that what it 

is? You were free to do that as well. In other words, we had the opportunity to teach and 

to be and to believe as we desired. But if you haven’t seen the documentary entitled 

“Expelled,” you and I live in a world today where those in the academic circles, those in 

scientific circles do not possess the freedom to speak of creation. They do not possess the 

freedom to say that God created us. Why? Because we have been taken over. In other 

words, it is standard issue, you can’t even argue it, you can’t fight it. And what happens 

is, when we allow sin to creep in the door and keep going and keep going and keep going 

what happens is, eventually it becomes the norm. 

 

Now, allow me to apply point two to point one. Would you have ever thought at any 

point in any of your lives that what we call the nonbiblical view of the family would 

become the standard and the norm. Folks, we’re headed there and we’re headed there 

quickly. Why? Because we let it creep in. We let the water get turned up and we are 

literally boiling to death. It is progressive. There is a product. 

 

Finally, listen. There is a permanence. Look at what it says in verse 9, “The meat 

offering, the drink offering, they are cut off.” Remember those two dates that I alluded to 
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a while ago, 722 and 586? The amazing thing about the Minor Prophets, and even the 

Major Prophets, is that they literally spoke up and said, “Thus saith the Lord.” The 

prophet Joel is speaking literally decades before 722. He’s telling the nation of Israel, 

“You’ve allowed sin to creep in. It’s progressing, it’s eating away at your relationship 

with God. If you do not change directions, another country is going to come and take you 

over.” And they say, “Oh no, it can’t happen to us.” Why? “We’re God’s chosen people.” 

And God said, “Watch this.” And in 722 he allowed the Assyrians to prove his point. 

 

You know the thing that saddens me the most, and we’ll deal with this in other Minor 

Prophets, is not just the Northern Kingdom but it’s the Southern Kingdom, Judah and 

Benjamin. See, they are taken captive 586 BC which tells me that they’ve got almost 150 

years to simply turn and look north and go, “We shouldn’t let what happened to them 

happen to us.” What did they do? They let it happen.  

 

See, one of the greatest pitfalls that our culture has is thinking that we are bulletproof and 

invincible and nothing can happen to us and we are the makers of our own destiny. No. 

You are of the destiny of your Maker. You do not make your destiny, your Maker makes 

your destiny. I could go through a litany of geopolitical entities, those who have been in 

power. Northern Kingdoms, Southern Kingdoms, Greece, Rome, Great Britain, on and on 

and on. Eventually, what happens is that you get to a point when you thumb your nose at 

God enough, God thumps your nose.  

 

I don’t know if you’ve had the privilege like I have to go over into Europe. I’ve been in 

the Netherlands and I’ve been in England and I’ve been in other areas. And when you’re 

over there, one of the things that amazes me is this, I was in a restaurant in London, 

England, that said it was remodeled in 1611. Remodeled. And you go to these little cafes 

and you go to these little coffee shops, particularly the curbside ones. That’s what I 

enjoyed doing, and I think it’s just enjoyable. And you look across the streets and do you 

know what you see? Majestic beautiful churches. I mean, they are incredible pieces of 

architecture. Then when your waiter or waitress or whoever is helping comes by, all you 

have to do is ask a simple question, “So, what happens in that building now?” Do you 

know what they’ll tell you? “Oh, those are office buildings. Those are government 

buildings.” And, by the way, they’re not government buildings because the church got 

too big and sold it to them, it’s because they died. Those are night clubs, those are this, 

those are that. 

 

Do you realize that what we know as our mission agencies and our mission thrust, that 

you and I have in this local church originated out of the throes of Europe. And yet today 

in Europe, listen, one percent of the people ever darken the doors of church. Folks, how 

dare we say, “Oh, it won’t happen to us.”  

 

It reminds me of one of my favorite stories in all of the Bible. It’s the story of Samson. 

He’s got the jawbone of a donkey in his hand, there are 1,000 people in front of him. I’ve 

told you this story a lot because it means a lot. 999 dead guys and the last guy says, “I 

think I can take him.” Listen, you can look at the Northern Kingdom, you can look at the 

Southern Kingdom, you can look at all the geopolitical entities of the world, how dare we 
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have the attitude to say, “Oh, it won’t happen to us.” Listen, when we thumb our nose at 

God, he thumps our nose. And that’s exactly what is happening. And this is the reality of 

what you and I are dealing with.  

 

Which leads to this idea, this thought. So what do we do about it? What is our response? 

Or more specifically, what is our requirement? What would God ask of us? And realizing 

what we realize, acknowledging what is actually happening, what do we do? At the last 

couple of verses that I mentioned, in verses 12-14, it gives us a detailed analysis, a 

detailed response of how we should respond to the rebellion that’s happening in our 

culture. And the first thing is this, we need a different attitude. I want you to notice the 

words that are used. It says you need to weep, you need to lament, you need to mourn. In 

other words, we don’t need to watch the news and go, “Well, just another day at the 

office.” No! It’s not just another day at the office. We need to weep, we need to mourn. 

In fact, if you go back into verse 8, it says we need to have the attitude of a virgin at the 

death of her husband. What that simply means, is that you’ve got a young lady whose 

Dad is older in age and will be dying soon and whose future husband has passed and she 

realizes she has nobody to care for her, nobody to take care of her. She is out on her own 

and she needs God and God alone and in that case, you would mourn and you would 

lament. 

 

Let me tell you what we need to do. We need to start the practice of weeping. Do you all 

know what weeping is? That means that you’re so emotionally overcome that you can’t 

even speak. Let me ask you, when’s the last time we’ve lamented or we have wept over 

the sin that is around us. That’s what God told them to do. He said, “You need to change 

your attitude.” There’s an old football coach of mine who used to say, “We need a little 

attitude adjustment here.” We need to change. Guess what folks? I know what your 

attitude is. You’re mad, you’re angry, you’re hot, you’re frustrated, you’re disappointed. 

Sure you are and so am I. But we need to become weepers, actually mournful for what is 

happening around us.  

 

Then there’s an action that goes hand-in-hand with that and as a Baptist you’re not going 

to like this. It says that you should have a fast. Now, I understand that a leather belt is 

nothing but a rope around a dead chicken repository, I got that, ok. I understand that we 

love the Baptist bird and we love to eat and fried chicken is the official food of the 

Southern Baptist Convention. I get that. You know the old joke, when Baptist’s meet, 

Baptists eat. 

 

But a fast isn’t just about missing a meal. A fast is a means by which the people of God 

deny themselves the physical pleasures of this world so that the Creator of the world can 

intervene on their behalf. The amazing thing is that most of us haven’t missed a meal in 

years, much less out of a lamentful, mournful heart. What he’s told them to do is that they 

need to have an attitude that is so sickened by the sin that’s around them, that they would 

be willing to give up earthly pleasures for Godly blessings. Giving up something. Now, 

that changes the focus. 
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But it leads to this final thing. That attitude will lead to an action and that action will lead 

to an assembly. In this passage of scripture it says that they should gather together and 

have what is called a solemn assembly. If you were to do a study in the Old Testament on 

the solemn assembly, you would discover that there are about 12 various solemn 

assemblies that occur. In fact, when we get to the book of Amos, God is going to even 

communicate that a solemn assembly doesn’t work just because you have it, it’s got to 

have the right attitude.  

 

A solemn assembly, listen to this if you’ve never heard of it before, here’s what it is. The 

solemn assembly is when the leaders of Israel gathered together in a corporate mournful 

fastful prayer meeting, to confess the corporate sins of their culture. Now, they 

individually may not have been guilty of any of them, but their culture had. In the book 

of Joel, you have a culture that is on life support. You have a community that’s at the 

point of extinction. And what God says to do is have a solemn assembly. 

 

Folks, let me be honest with you. We record every one of these messages. We transcribe 

every one of these messages and I want to encourage you to do something that I’ve never 

encouraged you to ever do before. Take it and give it and distribute it and email it to any 

and every person you know that is remotely connected to anybody whom we’ve entrusted 

to lead this country. And tell them, that until we do it the way God told us to do it, don’t 

expect things to change for the better. We need a solemn assembly. We need 538 elected 

officials in Washington, DC to hold hands and not sing Kumbayah but say, “God, we 

have rebelled. We have rebelled.” 

 

Now, I understand it’s easy to yell at the capitol. They’re a long ways away and they 

don’t listen to us anyway. It’s easy to yell at them. It’s easy to get upset at the elected 

officials. But, you know, we did put them there, right? It’s our fault. That being said, the 

solemn assembly…understand, in Israel the “religious and the political were one and the 

same.” And they are not here in this land, thank the Lord. We need a solemn assembly. 

We need one to happen at the capitol.  

 

But let me tell you, we need solemn assemblies on even a more personal level. Some of 

your families need to have a solemn assembly. Some of your families need to get together 

in the living room and admit what you’ve allowed for years to go on that has no place in 

your family and just get it out and say, “Guess what? We have sinned against God. We 

have gone the way we don’t need to go. We have done things we have no business doing. 

We have allowed things to happen we should’ve never allowed to occur.” 

 

See, as believers in Jesus Christ, as individuals who understand that salvation and 

forgiveness is not through sacrifice and going to the temple but it’s the fact that we 

confess that we are sinners and Jesus saves us. According to Hebrews 4 we have access 

to the throne room of God. For a solemn assembly in theory to take place, theoretically, 

you don’t have to get just the leaders of an entity, a country. Listen, you can get the 

leaders of your neighborhood, the leaders of your community. 
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I’m going to tell you what, I’m all for and we see it all the time, we have in this country, 

we have the National Day of Prayer, we have community wide prayer gatherings. You 

know what we need? We need some community wide confession of sin gatherings. 

Because, you know what, I’ve got a funny feeling that as we endorse and we promote and 

we advocate rebellion against God, I’ve got a funny feeling that he’s got a deaf ear to all 

our fancy prayer meetings. Because that’s what was happening with Israel and it’s 

happening with us. 

 

See, we need some solemn assemblies in our homes. Some of you today need to have a 

solemn assembly by yourself, you and God. You’ve been hiding, you’ve been squashing, 

you’ve been whatever you want to call it, that which you’ve been doing against God. You 

have been living in rebellion, living in sin, pretending like nobody knows because you 

haven’t seen any material manifestations of it. Guess what? The Bible states that one day 

we will all stand as believers in front of the Judgment Seat of Christ and give an account 

of our lives. Whether it be good or bad. Listen, Jesus said there is nothing hid that will 

not one day be displayed. 

 

See, the solemn assembly was a time where the people of God came together and said, 

“Yup, we messed up. We’ve gone down the wrong path and we’re going to quit. We’re 

going to put on the brakes.” You see, you know that’s repentance, right? Repentance 

literally means to stop where you’re going and to turn around and go in a different 

direction. The problem is, we in our culture, we’ve replaced the word repentance with 

“I’m sorry.” I’m sorry doesn’t mean you’ve changed. It just means you’re upset that you 

got caught. At least it does when you have three boys, that’s all “I’m sorry” means. I’m 

just upset you caught me doing it.  

 

What we need is a solemn assembly. And if we ever want to see one at the White House, 

you need to have one at your house. Because when we have them in our houses, then 

they’ll happen in other homes and in other areas and in other places.  

 

I’m going to end as we prepare for our time of invitation, with this question, are you sick 

of it yet? Have you gotten so sick of the sin of the culture that you’re willing to weep, 

you’re willing to fast and you’re willing to confess to God, “It’s my fault.” Because until 

we get there, nothing is going to change. 


