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“That They Might See My Glory” 
John 17:24-26 

 
INTRO: 
 

We have been exploring the prayer the Lord prayed at the end of His earthly ministry. Jesus 
prayed first for Himself. He asked the Father to glorify Him in order that in turn He, the Son, 
might glorify the Father (v.1-5). Later, in (verses 6-19), He prayed for His disciples. He asked 
the Father to protect them in this present world and to sanctify them in the Truth of His Word. 
 

Finally, the Lord prayed for us – (v. 20) “I do not pray for these alone, but also for 

those who will believe in Me through their word.” His request for us was, first, that we 
might be one as the Lord Jesus and God the Father are one. Today, we will consider the next 
request the Lord makes for us. Our Lord Jesus asks the Father that we might be with Him and 
see His glory. 
 I. That We Might Be With Him (v. 24a) 
II. That We Might Behold His Glory (v. 24b) 
 
I. That We Might Be With Him (v. 24a) 
 

A. Several years ago, when we were planning our vacation, my wife asked me what I wanted 
to do on our vacation. I told her I just wanted to be “with her.” In the hectic pace of ministry 
one privilege that I don't often enjoy is just hanging out with my sweetheart.  I enjoy just 
being “with her” because I love her. 

 
1. The joy of being with the one you love is why our Lord's statement in verse 24 
strikes us so powerfully. He prayed to His heavenly Father:  

“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am,” 
 

2. This is mind-boggling. Our Lord Jesus wants us to be with Him. He wants us to be with 
Him because He loves us. I know a large number of folks who faced problems when they 
retired because they could not stand to be with one another. Our Lord Jesus loves us so 
much that He will never tire of our presence with Him nor will we tire of Him. The 
reason He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world was so we could always 
be with Him. 

 
B. Think about all the wonderful promises the Lord makes to us promising He will always be 
with us. For example, we read in (Matthew 28:20) “Lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age."  Again in Hebrews 13:5, 6;  

"Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you 
have. For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we 
may boldly say: ‘The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to 
me?’"  
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It is unquestionably the greatest among blessings that where ever we are, He is right there 
with us! It is mind boggling to think that to Him our being with Him where He is constitutes 
a blessing! How great is His love for us! How wonderful His grace! That He wants to spend 
eternity with us! 

 
C. The Apostle Paul understood the blessing of this reality. He wrote about the fulfillment of 
this request in Ephesians 2:4-7; 

 “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 
us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [so] that in the ages to come He 
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.”  

As amazing as it may seem, the Lord Jesus wants us to be with Him where He is. 
 
II. That We Might Behold His Glory (v. 24b) 
 

A. Christ wants us to be with Him where He is. Yet, there is a reason why He wants us to be 
with Him.    (John 17:24) 

“Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, 
so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before 
the foundation of the world.”  

 
B. This brings to mind another scene in Exodus 33:18-20. 

“And [Moses] said, 'Please, show me Your glory.' Then He said, 'I will make all My 
goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you. 
I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion.' But He said, 'You cannot see My face; for no man 
shall see Me, and live.'" 

Moses asked for the privilege the Lord Jesus said will be ours. 
 

C. John 1:14 says; 
“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory 
as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  

Because no one can look at God and live, God in His grace sent His Son to become incarnate 
in human flesh so that we might be able to see what God is like. And although looking at 
Jesus humankind could see “the glory of the only begotten of the Father full of 
grace and truth,” they could not see all of His glory. We are still sinful people and the full 
revelation of His glory would destroy us. 

 
D. Jesus wanted us to see the full manifestation of His glory. He prayed to the Father asking 
that we might see the glory that He had before the world began. In short, He wants us to 
see Him as He is. How can we do that? 

 
 



May 25, 2014 AM Message Page 3 
 Dr. Don Gommesen 

1. In the beatitudes we find a remarkable promise.    (Matthew 5:8) 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 

This is a great promise. We shall see Him in all of His glory if we are pure in heart. 
 

2. The problem is we are hardly pure in heart. How then will this promise come true? We 
will see God because the Lord Jesus died for us. This is the point of 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.”  

It is in the righteousness that He has given us that we will have the opportunity to see 
God. He purifies our hearts and cleanses our lives. 

  
E. In 1 Corinthians 13:12, we find another promise. First, he tells us how we see our 
Lord’s glory now.  

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but 
then I shall know just as I also am known.”  

We can only see our Lord's image indistinctly now. All mirrors were imperfect in the day 
these words were penned. So, we are talking about an incomplete and blurry image of His 
glory. However, the day is coming when we will see Him as He is. 

 
F. The Apostle John, himself, puts the Amen on this issue in 1 John 3:1-2; 

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 
called children of God and we are. Therefore the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has 
not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see him as He is.”  

At that moment, this prayer request our Lord uttered will be fulfilled. What a wonderful 
vision that will be. 

 
The application is the very next verse in 1 John 3. Verse 3 says,  

“And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”  

 

Have we become children of God by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?  
 
Are we working together with Him to become more and more like Jesus? 


