
“SIGNS OF THE END”

I. Introduction

A. Stability is something that we tend to take for granted.

1. People don’t fully appreciate what a blessing it is to have 
solid ground under their feet until an earthquake strikes.

2. Even as Christians, it is easy for us to lose sight of the fact 
that the only reason why the world continues to exist is 
because God is upholding it by the word of his power.

B. In this passage in Exodus, we are given a foreshadowing of what 
will take place at the end of this age, when the Lord will cause the 
curtain to fall on the world that he has made.

1. Here in this final triad of plagues before the tenth and 
climactic plague, God’s warning to Pharaoh is intensified 
and the end is prefigured.

2. This is evident by the way these plagues are described.

3. The hailstorm is “such as never has been in Egypt from the 
day it was founded until now.” (9:18)

4. The locusts are greater than anything “your fathers” and 
“your grandfathers have seen, from the day they came on 
the earth to this day.” (10:6)

5. And the darkness is so thick that it is described as being 
“felt” by the people of Egypt. (10:21)

6. The unprecedented nature of these plagues means that they 
are signs of the end.

7. In light of this, they teach us something about the judgment 
that is hanging over this world while also pointing us to the 
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way of escape that God has provided in Jesus Christ.

8. This will be our focus as we study this text today.

II. No Safety

A. We begin by looking at the plague of hail, where we see that there 
is no place of safety from God’s judgment for those who do not fear 
him.

1. There are a number of similarities between this plague and 
the ones that preceded it, but there are also a few things that 
are new.

2. One of these is the statement that God has Moses tell 
Pharaoh in verses 15-16:  “For by now I could have put out 
my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, 
and you would have been cut off from the earth. But for this 
purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so 
that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.”

3. Paul quotes a portion of this in Romans 9, using it to 
illustrate the fact that God “has mercy on whomever he 
wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.” (9:18)

4. While Pharaoh still believes that he is in control of what is 
going on, God tells him that he is mistaken.

5. God could have completely wiped out Pharaoh, but he kept 
him alive in order to display his power.

6. He was using Pharaoh as an instrument for his glory, 
working through him to cause his name to be proclaimed in 
all the earth.

7. God does this with everything and with everyone in the 
world.
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8. Even when people set themselves in direct opposition to 
Christ and his gospel, the Lord works through them to bring 
glory to his name and to advance his purposes.

B. Another thing that is unique about the plague of hail is that God 
offers the Egyptians a way to escape from some of the harm that it 
will bring upon them.

1. There was nothing that could be done to save their crops, 
but they were given a warning that provided them with the 
opportunity to protect themselves and their animals from 
the hail.

2. Moses tells us that everyone who “feared the word of the 
LORD among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves and 
his livestock into the house, but whoever did not pay 
attention to the word of the LORD left his slaves and 
livestock in the field.” (9:20-21)

3. This does not mean that some of the Egyptians turned to the 
Lord with saving faith, but only that they believed that 
Israel’s God could make good on his threats.

4. Those who ignored God’s warning would soon find that 
there was no place of safety from the judgment that was 
about to be unleashed.

C. This was a foreshadowing of the warning that God issues to the 
world through the preaching of the gospel.

1. God has offered a way for people to escape from the coming 
judgment, and that way of escape is Jesus Christ.

2. Christ is the only place of refuge from the wrath that is going 
to fall upon this world.

3. Those who turn to him in faith and repentance find safety 
and shelter, but those who refuse to heed the gospel are like 
the Egyptians who left their slaves and animals out in the 
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fields before the hailstorm.

4. Once those giant hailstones started to fall, there was no place 
of safety, no way of escape.

5. That is what it will be like on the day of judgment for all 
who have not taken refuge in Christ.

6. As the rulers of the earth are warned in Psalm 2, “Kiss the 
Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his 
wrath is quickly kindled.  Blessed are all who take refuge in 
him.” (v. 12)

7. The only way to find shelter from the coming storm is to 
joyfully embrace Christ and to submit to him as your Lord.

8. As one commentator on Psalm 2 notes, there is no refuge 
from Christ; only refuge in him. [Derek Kidner]

D. One other aspect of the plague of hail that stands out is that it did 
not bring total devastation.

1. In verses 31-32, Moses inserts the following note:  “(The flax 
and the barley were struck down, for the barley was in the 
ear and the flax was in bud. But the wheat and the emmer 
were not struck down, for they are late in coming up.)”

2. This plague was certainly devastating, but it was not as bad 
as it could have been.

3. God showed Egypt mercy by sparing the crops that would 
be harvested later in the year.

4. What is especially interesting is that this note about the 
crops that were spared is immediately preceded by these 
words from Moses to Pharaoh:  “I know that you do not yet 
fear the LORD God.”

5. By inserting this note where he does, Moses is telling us that 
Pharaoh seized upon the fact that some of the crops were left 
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unharmed as an excuse for persisting in his refusal to submit 
to the Lord.

6. Pharaoh was thinking, ‘Well, it is too bad about the flax and 
the barley, but we will be able to get by with the wheat and 
the emmer.

7. This serves as a picture of how fallen man responds to God’s 
patient forbearance in delaying his judgments.

8. Instead of seizing the opportunity to repent, he only persists 
in his rebellion.

III. No Food

A. We turn now to the plague of locusts, where the emphasis is upon 
how God’s judgment results in no food for the people of Egypt to 
eat.

1. In verses 1 and 2, we come to another detail that is not found 
in the other plagues.

2. God tells Moses that he is showing these signs among the 
Egyptians so “that you may tell in the hearing of your son 
and of your grandson how I have dealt harshly with the 
Egyptians and what signs I have done among them, that you 
may know that I am the LORD.”

3. This shows us that God calls his people to educate their 
children about the historical unfolding of God’s plan of 
redemption.

4. We are not to teach our children an unhistorical, narcissistic 
distortion of biblical religion.

5. We are not to tell them that the Christian faith consists in 
having a personal relationship with Jesus.

6. They also need to know what God has done within history 
to secure salvation for his people.
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7. The Lord makes himself known by his acts of redemption 
and by the revelation that he has given to interpret those 
acts.

8. If we and our children are going to know the Lord, we need 
to know him through his works and through his Word.

B. After Moses announces the plague of locusts to Pharaoh, Pharaoh’s 
servants urge him to let the men of Israel go, lest their land be 
devastated beyond all repair.

1. Pharaoh agrees with them and summons Moses and Aaron 
to discuss their plans to depart.

2. But when Pharaoh hears that they intend to take their 
children and their flocks with them, he puts his foot down.

3. He insists that the women, children, and animals have to be 
left behind in Egypt, thereby ensuring that the men would 
return.

4. Pharaoh was trying to dictate the terms by which he would 
agree to what the Lord was telling him to do.

5. But this was not acceptable to God.

6. There was no negotiating the terms of Israel’s release.

7. God required that all of his people, including the women 
and the children, participate in worshipping him.

C. As a result of Pharaoh’s refusal to let all of Israel go, God unleashed 
the locusts upon Egypt.

1. They came in such numbers that the crops that were spared 
by the hailstorm were now entirely wiped out.
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2. From what I understand, locusts are not discriminating 
when it comes to what they eat.

3. They will even devour vegetation that is poisonous.

4. They stripped the land of Egypt bare, so that the entire food 
supply was gone.

5. Notice how this was a complete reversal of what happened 
in Egypt under the leadership of Joseph, who “stored up 
grain in great abundance, like the sand of the sea.” (Gen. 
41:49)

6. When Egypt treated Abraham’s offspring favorably, they 
were blessed; when they oppressed Abraham’s offspring, 
they were cursed.

D. In this sign, the Lord shows us that judgment results in the loss of 
all nourishment and sustenance.

1. To be without food is to be without life.

2. That is the state that unbelievers will find themselves in on 
the day of judgment.

3. Those who refuse to come to Christ will be in a much worse 
condition than the Egyptians were in after that locust 
plague.

4. They will have no source of spiritual life.

5. Jesus is the true bread that came down from heaven.

6. Those who come to him and believe in him are nourished 
unto everlasting life.

7. As Jesus told the crowd in John 6, “Whoever feeds on my 
flesh and drinks by blood has eternal life, and I will raise 
him up on the last day.” (6:54)
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IV. No Light

A. This brings us to the plague of darkness, where judgment is 
depicted as the complete removal of light.

1. As with the third and sixth plagues, this one comes without 
any warning.

2. This aspect of the plague cycles points to the fact that the 
end of the age will come suddenly, at a time when people are 
not expecting it.

3. As Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 5, “the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night.  While people are saying, 
‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will 
come upon them.” (5:3)

4. This will be the case even though the end will also be 
preceded by various signs that point to the end, signs that 
Jesus referred to as “birth pains.” (Mt. 24:8)

5. Just as Egypt was warned of its impending doom by the 
cycles of plagues, so also is the world being given ample 
warning that the end is coming.

6. Nevertheless, the second coming of Christ will be like the 
flood in the days of Noah.

7. As Jesus says in Matthew 24, people were eating and 
drinking and marrying up until the day when Noah entered 
the ark, and “they were unaware until the flood came and 
swept them all away.” (Mt. 24:39)

B. In this ninth and penultimate plague, the Lord caused darkness to 
fall upon the land of Egypt.

1. This was no mere eclipse, as evidenced by the fact that there 
was still light in the place where the people of Israel lived.
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2. Like the other plagues, this was not a natural phenomenon 
but a judgment from God.

3. And it was a terrible judgment, one that would have struck 
terror into the people of Egypt’s hearts.

4. We have to remember that there was no electricity in the 
ancient world, and that made darkness much more difficult 
to deal with.

5. The light produced by candles, lamps, and torches is nothing 
compared to the electric light we enjoy today.

6. Darkness immobilized people.

7. The only people who went out at night were those who 
depended on the darkness as cover for their dark deeds.

8. Paired with this was the fact that the Egyptians had no idea 
how long this unnatural darkness would last.

9. They were in desperate need of planting new crops, but 
crops cannot grow without any sunlight.

10. On top of that, darkness can have a negative psychological 
effect upon people.

11. Some people suffer from a form of depression that is 
attributed to lack of sunlight, a condition known as Seasonal 
Affective Disorder.

12. When we put all of these factors together, we can see that 
this plague of darkness would have brought a sense of doom 
upon the Egyptians.

C. In this plague, the Lord was overturning the natural order of 
things.
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1. In the creation account, the first words that God speaks are, 
“Let there be light.”

2. The plague of darkness was a reversal of creation.

3. The world was being unmade.

4. In doing this, God was once again asserting his total 
sovereignty over Egypt and his supremacy over Egypt’s 
false gods.

5. One of Egypt’s most important deities was a sun god called 
Re.

6. In this plague the Lord demonstrated that he, not Re, is the 
true master of the sun and its light.

7. He is the One who gives light, and he has the power to take 
it away.

D. The plague of darkness points us to Christ, who is the only source 
of spiritual light.

1. Those who reject Christ are left in the darkness of sin and 
error.

2. As Jesus warned the crowd in John 12, “Walk while you 
have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who 
walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 
While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may 
become sons of light.” (vv. 35–36)

3. On the last day, those who are apart from Christ will be 
overtaken by total darkness -- the darkness of sin and evil, 
the darkness of falsehood and error, the darkness of fear and 
despair.  

4. But for those of us who trust in Christ, whom God has 
graciously delivered from the domain of darkness, that day 
will mean fully entering into the inheritance of the saints in 
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light.

5. We will dwell in a land where there night will be no more, 
where we will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord 
God will be our light.

V. Conclusion

A. God could have brought an end to this world long, long ago.

B. But he continues to uphold it so that it may serve as the theater in 
which his grace and glory are put on display.

C. He is proclaiming his name in all the earth so that it might be 
known that he alone is God.

D. He is delaying the day of judgment in order to give more and more 
people an opportunity to repent and turn to Christ.

E. Let us be grateful that he has worked faith in us, enabling us to lay 
hold of Christ and the indescribable blessings that are found in 
him.

F. And let us pray for and bear witness to our non-Christian 
neighbors, that by God’s grace they too might find refuge from the 
terrible judgment that is coming upon this world.


