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Message:  Suffering as a Christian - an Opportunity to Trust

Text:         1 Peter 4:12-17

Introduction

  A.  Did you ever ask yourself or the Lord the question, or know another believer who asked, “I’ve done everything   

 right, everything I thought you wanted me to do, and now this happens - I’m suffering hardship, loss,    

     persecution, pain.  Is God with me, is God loving, and fair?  Am I being punished?”  Stephen was

a member of    the Jerusalem church, a man who was doing everything right.  According to the Scriptures in Acts,

he was full    of wisdom, faith and the Holy Spirit. God raised him up to be a deacon.   Peter was no doubt one

of the    apostles who laid hands on him.  Stephen made certain that Jewish widows from Greek speaking cultures

had    enough food to eat.  As he bore witness to Christ, God enabled him to perform great wonders and signs

among    the people.  He was loved by  his family of fellow believers.  But he was hated by those who hated

Jesus, who    hated the righteousness that radiated from Jesus and was reflected in Stephen, exposing their own   

    unrighteousness.

      1.  When they could not refute his Spirit given wisdom, they formed a conspiracy, induced false witnesses against 

  Stephen, dragged him before the Sanhedrin, where he proclaimed the gospel of Christ.

      2.  They responded by killing him.  As they stoned him to death, he cried out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."      

Gone was the helper of widows, gone was the helpful deacon and church member, gone was his parent's

son.

  Gone was his voice of witness to Christ.  His last moments were spent in cruel pain, then he was gone.

      3.  Stephen appears again in the Scriptures in a crowd of unnamed believers whose destinies are under the    

authority of the crucified, risen, reigning Christ.  John the Baptist, the apostles Paul and Peter are also

present.

Revelation 6:9 W hen the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those

who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they

had maintained;  and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, 10

will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"  And 11

there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little

while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be

killed even as they had been, would be completed also.

      4.  And so we see Stephen’s martyrdom was not random, valueless, pointless, bad luck, punishment, or

something    strange.  It was appointed by God, just as was the suffering of God’s Son, as Peter preached at

Pentecost.

Acts 2:23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God,

you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.

  E.  This is precisely the teaching of Christ's apostle Peter in 4:12-17, where we, the Lord's people, are given reasons 

  to be encouraged to suffer hardship and persecution as a Christian by faith in the Lord, when it is His will. 

I.  4:12  Expect to suffer for Christ - it is part of our calling.

1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes

upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;

  A.  Suffering is painful (burning), but not to be viewed as foreign to Christian experience or expectation.  Suffering  

 for Christ is a calling to be accepted.



1 Peter 2:20 ... if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor

with God.  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 21

leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

Phil. 1:29   For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also

to suffer for His sake, 

  B.  Suffering as a Christian is the consequence of living and remaining in a world hostile to Christ.

John 15:18  "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  "If you 19

were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I

chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.  "Remember the word that 20

I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also

persecute you; ....”  

John 16:1 "These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 2

"They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills

you to think that he is offering service to God.  "These things they will do because they have not 3

known the Father or Me.  "But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour 4

comes, you may remember that I told you of them .

  C.  Suffering is a God appointed means of testing us.

1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you

for your testing, 

1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have

been distressed by various trials,  so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold 7

which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and

honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

Proverbs 17:3 The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, but the LORD tests hearts.

Malachi 3:3 "He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and

refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness.

II.  4:13,14   Sharing in the sufferings of Christ is a cause for continued rejoicing.

1 Peter 4:13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing,

  A.  Beleivers are called to “share in the sufferings of Christ.”  The suffering in view is a sharing in the sufferings of  

 Christ = (14) being reviled for the name of Christ, and (16) suffering as a Christian.  

      1.  We do not share in the sufferings of Christ that atones for/covers the sins of His elect - only Christ’s suffering  

     unto death can pay for our redemption.  We are redeemed by the precious blood of Christ (1:19), not by the  

  blood of the martyrs or by our own suffering.

1 Peter 1:18  knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from

your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  but with precious blood, as of a lamb 19

unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 

      2.  But we do share in the suffering from the world’s continued hostility toward Christ, bearing with such    

sufferings for the sake of Christ’s body, the church.  We must continue to live in a world hostile to Christ

until    all of God’s elect are brought to Christ by our witness amid opposition to Christ.  To the extent the world    

persecutes us, it persecutes Christ.  In this sense we share in/fill up His sufferings.  Christ suffered to make   

atonement for His elect.  His church suffers to provide the opportunity and means (the gospel witness) for    



Christ’s atonement to be applied to His elect.  Even the elect, before conversion, persecute the elect!

2 Corinthians 1:5  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our

comfort is abundant through Christ. 

Colossians 1:24  Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on

behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions. 

2 Timothy 2:8   Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, according to

my gospel,  for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God 9

is not imprisoned.  For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, 10

so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.

Acts 9  and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you

persecuting Me?"  And he said, "W ho are You, Lord?" And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are 5

persecuting,”

  B.  Continue rejoicing - not in the suffering itself, but in what enduring it by God’s grace indicates.

      1.  so that you can rejoice with exaltation at Christ's 2nd Coming 

1 Peter 4:13  but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that

also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.

1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have

been distressed by various trials,  so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold 7

which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and

honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

      2.  because you are blessed.

1 Peter 4:14  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of

glory and of God rests on you. 

a. such voluntary suffering for Christ’s sake indicates the Spirit of glory rests upon you, signifying ...

      (1) God’s presence with us - analogous to the glory over the tabernacle indicating God’s presence.  Far 

from feeling abandoned by God when suffering as a Christian, the grace to suffer indicates His    

Spirit’s presence.

Exodus 40:34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD

filled the tabernacle.  Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the 35

cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

      (2) Our inheritance of the future revealed glory of Christ.  The glory we now have is the glory of the        

age to come via the Spirit of the age to come.

1 Peter 1:8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see

Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

Romans 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if

indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him .  For I 18

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the

glory that is to be revealed to us.



b.  enduring suffering for Christ numbers us with  the people of faith who inherit God’s kingdom 

Matthew 5:10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  "Blessed are you when people 11

insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.

 "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they12

persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Acts 5:40   And they took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them

and ordered them to speak no more in the name of Jesus, and {then} released them. 41  

So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had

been considered worthy to suffer shame for {His} name.

III.  4:15-18  Bear the name of Christ unashamedly.

1 Peter 4:15  Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a

troublesome meddler;  but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is 16

to glorify God in this name.

  A.  "Christian" first used in Antioch, probably as a name of derision.

Acts 11:26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they

met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called

Christians in Antioch.

  B.  Be proud of the name others debase.

Mark 8:38 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation,

the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the

holy angels."

C.  If persecution happens to the righteous, what will God do to the disobedient?   Present suffering is not    

pleasant, but it is vastly better than suffering eternal judgment.  The “difficulty” with which the righteous 

are saved does not imply any uncertainty of believers’ inheriting Christ’s eternal kingdom and glory, but the 

  difficulty of the road that leads to His kingdom. 

1 Peter 4:17   For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it

begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of

God?  AND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, WHAT WILL 18

BECOME OF THE GODLESS MAN AND THE SINNER? 

Proverbs 11:31 If the righteous will be rewarded in the earth, how much more the wicked
and the sinner!

Acts 14:22   strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith,

and {saying,} "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God."

IV.  4:19  Entrust your souls to your faithful Creator in/by doing what is good in God’s eyes.

1 Peter 4:19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust

(paratithemi) their souls to a faithful Creator in doing good.

  A.  The suffering righteously to which believers are called requires faith in the Lord

      1.  like that of David  Psalm 31:5



Psalm 31:5 Into Your hand I commit (LXX: paratithemi) my spirit; You have ransomed me, O

LORD, God of truth.

      2.  like that of Christ  2:23

Luke 23:46   And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, "Father, INTO YOUR HANDS I

COMMIT (paratithemi) MY SPIRIT." Having said this, He breathed His last. 

1 Peter 2:23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no

threats, but kept entrusting (paradidomi) Himself to Him who judges righteously;

  B.  We must trust God to create for us something that does not now exist - resurrection bodies, new heavens and   

earth.  We exercise faith in God by doing good - this demonstrates true faith, as Peter indicated I by quoting 

 Psalm 34 ....  (Chair illustration - faith includes a willingness to sit in the chair that we believe will uphold

us).

1 Peter 3:10  For, "The one who desires life, to love and see good days, just keep his tongue from

evil and his lips from speaking deceit.  "He must turn away from evil and do good.”  11

1 Peter 4:19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust

(paratithemi) their souls to a faithful Creator in doing good.

Conclusion

  A.  Suffering for righteousness is part of God's plan for His children, as it was for our Savior, Jesus Christ.

  B.  Suffering righteously also involves a choice.   When suffering comes our way, we can respond with shrinking    

back into conformity with the world, thinking we will spare our lives, or with faith by doing the good Christ  

 commands of us as a way of life, regardless of the cost to our lives.  Suffering for Christ is a cross Jesus

calls    His people to bear.

Luke 9:23   And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny

himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.  "For whoever wishes to save his life will 24

lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. 

  C.  Our culture often regards the suffering of the righteous as random, senseless, valueless, and to be avoided    

   whenever possible and merely endured when unavoidable.

  D.  The people of God must reject such a theology of suffering, for although God does appoint the sinful deeds of   

others that leads to our suffering for Christ, He does cause all things to work together for good to those who 

  love God and are called according to His purpose.  No suffering for Christ comes our way which God has

not    purposed for our good and for His glory.

  E.  Therefore, Christians, we dare not view such suffering as random, pointless, valueless experiences to be merely   

endured, but as opportunities for God to demonstrate His grace in us, and for us to demonstrate our faith in   

 God to bring about all He has promised to us, to the praise of the glory of His grace in Christ Jesus.
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