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KJV – II Peter 1:12-21 

 

“You Can Trust This Book” 

     This Book, or the word that you call the Bible, Just what is it? Why is it so important to the 
believer? And why should it be important to every living soul, every man, woman, boy and girl that 
ever lived or will ever live. Remember this dear friend the Bible is Scripture and all Scripture is 
truly given by God and it is from the only true and living God. It is the written word of our LORD, 
Jesus Christ. 

II Timothy 3:16 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 

     This next statement did not come from the Word of God; however it came from a man who based 
his life’s work, largely on the teachings of the Bible.  

General Robert E. Lee said these words; 

“It is book in comparison, in which all others in mine eyes are of minor importance and which in all my 
perplexities and distresses, it has never failed to give me life and strength.” 

But I believe that great Evangelist Billy Sunday put it well and put it best, when he said: 

“If you take the best out of all the books of all the ages ever written in all the world. You still would not 
produce a book that would touch the hem of the garment, of the Bible.” 

     But now that raises a question. What is it that makes the Bible so valuable? What is it that 
separates the Bible from every other book that has ever been written, that is being written, or that 
ever will be written? 

     According to the Second Epistle of Peter; chapter one Simon Peter gives us three reason why the 
Bible is absolutely, bar none, by far the best of all the best of the books of all time. Why it’s so 
important to us, and why the Bible is the fountain of truth. 

     Why I believe the Bible, I want to show you these things within the Word God on how that you 
can trust the Bible. “The Bible is an historical book recorded by eyewitness accounts, by other 
eyewitnesses as well of Supernatural events and are not of man but are of divine authority.” Friends, 
that is exactly what the Bible is, it is a historical book given by divine inspiration.  
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II Peter 1:12-21 

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know 
them, and be established in the present truth. 

13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; 

14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed 
me. 

15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance. 

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from 
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 

     Friends what we have here are some verses that Peter wrote in his last epistle of Second Peter 
because Peter knew that he was about to die.  Just like the Apostle Paul knew in Second Timothy 
when Paul wrote, he knew that he was about to die.  

     What did he write to young Timothy, he said: Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching 
ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

     Now what Peter says here in the second epistle is that we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables we have followed His majesty because we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. Folks we are 
talking about eye witness accounts. 

      Then there are those that would ask, well do we really know that these men really wrote these 
books. Well friends that is an element of Faith. Friends there is evidence within the books 
themselves that links them to the writers. But then those other doubters out there will rare back 
and say, well men wrote the Bible, so therefore we cannot trust it.  
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     Yes friends, man did write the Bible, but what did Peter say and the very end of our text; For no 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost. 

II Timothy 3:16 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 

     That word inspiration literally means God breathed. 

     I want to show you just from this text alone three reason why I believe the Bible and why you can 
trust this book. 

II Peter 1:12-15 

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know 
them, and be established in the present truth. 

13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; 

14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed 
me. 

15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance. 

     Do you know what Peter is trying to tell them? He is saying don’t put your trust in man. Don’t put 
your confidence in man, don’t put your faith in man, because I’m about to put off this my tabernacle. 
But what you need to do is put all your faith, all your trust and all your confidence in the LORD Jesus 
Christ.  

The first point I want to bring out is, that Peter showed us here that the Bible outlives human 
expression.  

1. The Bible outlives human expression. 

     Now the Apostle Peter had major goal here when he wrote this letter. He wanted to remind his 
readers that the Bible would out live human expression. In fact he wanted to remind his readers 
that after he died, their faith was to be based not on a preacher, not on a prophet. Not on 
personality, but that their faith was to be built and based on the principles that are found written 
and established in the Word of God. 

     As a matter of fact, three times in Chapter one, verses 12 thru 15; Peter used the word 
remembrance. Notice, how he uses it in verse 12: Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always 
in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. 
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     What the Apostle Peter was saying here was this: Friends, I won’t neglect my duty. I will do what 
I need to do; Peter said, to put you always in remembrance or in other words I want to remind you 
of something. Now what was he going to remind them of. Well now let’s take a look at verses 
thirteen through fifteen. 

II Peter 1:13-15 

13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; 

14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed 
me. 

15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance. 

     Now here was what he was trying to remind them of. Peter said look folks; I know that one day I 
am going to die. These things that I have written are not my works, but they are that of God. Now 
Peter wanted them to know that before I leave this old corrupt world there are just a few things I 
want to stir you up about, so you will keep these things always in remembrance. You see the 
Apostle Peter wanted these people to know as well as the others that would follow and even the 
people of today. That, Yes! I’m going to die! But don’t worry, and don’t you fret, don’t get uptight 
about it. Because long after I’m gone you will still have the Word of God. 

     You know, the messenger will one day die but the blessed message will live forever. Peter was a 
great Apostle, a great preacher and teacher yet Peter is gone. The Apostle Paul was a great preacher 
but Paul is gone. James was a great preacher, but James is gone. George Witt field was a great 
preacher but Witt field is gone. John Wesley was a great man of God but Wesley is gone. Spurgeon, 
the greatest preacher since the Apostle Paul but C. H. Spurgeon is now gone. 

     Jonathan Edwards, America’s greatest Theologian, but Edwards is gone. Billy Sunday and D. L. 
Moody both great evangelist but they are both gone. One day if the LORD Jesus tarries, Billy Graham 
will be gone. But I’ve got news for you today friends; the Word of God will still be here. Why? 
Because it outlives all human expression! You see, preachers come and go. But the preaching carries 
on. Ministers come and go, but the ministry of the Gospel carries on. Teachers come and go, but the 
teaching of the Word of God carries on and on and on. 

     Now why is that so important? If we did not have the everlasting, true, eternal, abiding Word of 
God we would have to rely on men’s memory for whatever Spiritual truth we might have. As we all 
very well know and understand that memory can be defective and memory can also be selective.  
The human mind sometimes forgets what it should remember and it often remembers what it 
should try to forget. Friends, the fact is that is not that people cannot remember in most cases it is 
that they will not remember. Now, Peter is saying here; our faith is not based on a man. Our beliefs, 
trusts and doctrines are not based on a teacher or a preacher, a pastor, evangelist or even an 
Apostle for that matter. But our faith is based on the everlasting, true, eternal, abiding Word of God. 
Amen! 
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Romans 10:17 

 17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

II Peter 1:16 

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

     The Apostle Peter said that these are not a bunch of cunningly devised fables used to deceive 
people. This is the Truth, the Word of Truth. The Apostle Paul told young Timothy the truth and he 
warned young Timothy about some of these cunningly devised fables in Second Timothy chapter 
four. Yet there are people all over the face of this earth, that have God’s Word, they hold it in their 
hands and they have the ability to read it however many of them would rather believe a lie. 

II Timothy 4:1-4 

1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom; 

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering 
and doctrine. 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

     Paul wrote and told Timothy here that it would happen and it has happened. That’s why Peter 
wrote and said in his writings that he was going to stir you up by putting you in remembrance of 
the word. Well shouldn’t we be just a little bit stirred up about it today? I think so, its God’s Word. I 
mean our Heavenly Father, God Almighty has given us His Word pure and preserved, this inspired 
and infallible book, the written Word of the Living Word! 

Hebrews 4:12 

12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. 

     I don’t even know if you realize this or not, but what I hold in my hand today is the most 
attacked, ridiculed, scoffed at, rejected and made fun-of book ever written in the history of all the 
world. They’ve tried killing the writers, burning the pages and they have even gone as far as 
denying the Author. 

   I mean emperors; dictators, kings and generals, many, many rulers and leaders have tried for 
hundreds and hundreds of years, even thousands to snuff out the truth of the Word of God. But they 
can’t! Because this book is the written Word of God. 
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     As Dr. Vance Havner once said:   “For over thousand years, infidels, skeptics and critics have tried 
to bury the Bible. But it’s the only book that can out live the pallbearers.” 

     That is such a true statement because this book it pure, it is preserved and it is perfect. Our faith 
is not in a man, a preacher, a pastor, or a prophet; or even what they might say; but our faith is in 
the LORD Jesus Christ and what He has said, because the Bible outlives all human expression. 

1. The Bible outlives human expression. 
2. The Bible outweighs human experience. 

     Now listen carefully. Peter is dealing here with false teachers. When he wrote his second epistle 
he was very aware that his martyrdom was near. So Peter warned us against the so called apostasy 
in the last days. He even traced the origin of the apostasy back to the false teachers. In this epistle 
Peter is dealing with people who deny the very truth of the Word of God and even deny the truths 
of Christianity and the deity and identity of the LORD Jesus Christ. Now let’s go back and look at 
verse sixteen. 

II Peter 1:16 

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

     Well now; there is that word fable again. We all understand what a fable is right? Well Peter 
wanted to make a point here to say that Christianity is not a fable. It is a fact! Peter wanted to make 
sure that everyone understood that Jesus Christ is not some fairy-tale figure, that He is real! 

     Peter went on to say, I’ll tell you how I know He is real, because I am an eyewitness of His 
Majesty and also an ear witness. Peter heard Jesus, Peter saw Jesus, Peter felt Jesus, Peter touched 
Jesus, Peter ate with Jesus and he walked and talked with Jesus. Peter said, I lived with Him, He is 
real. Peter said, “I am a witness.” 

     Peter was just one witness, throughout the Bible Jesus came in contact with tens of thousands of 
witnesses. Some witnessed and believed, yet still some did not believe. They had that human 
experience with God and they still did not believe. They came in contact with the Son of the living 
God and folks that is an experience that can never be duplicated, unless it comes from God 
Almighty. 

 

II Peter 1:17-18 

17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from 
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 
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    Peter is saying here, look friends I’m an eyewitness because I was there. I was one of the men 
with Him on the Mount of Transfiguration, I saw it! I heard the voice! And I saw the LORD Jesus 
transfigured in all His Glory. I heard the voice of God who spoke from heaven and said: This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

     Peter tells us of this his experience, this glorious and wonderful experience. The voice that he 
heard, the one that he saw, wow! Praise God, what an experience. But yet there are some of you 
sitting out there thinking, well what about those of us who have heard no voice, what about those of 
us who have seen no glory? What about those of us who have never had that experience, or 
experienced any vision? What about us? 

     Well friends, do you know what Peter says about that? Peter says that you’ve got something 
better than experience. You’ve got something better than what eyes can see and ears can hear. 
You’ve got this word and you have faith, the faith that comes from the Word of God. It outweighs 
human experience. Because it is the more sure Word of Prophecy. He said to take heed to it. It’s like 
a light that shines into a dark place. It is the Word of Truth, the more sure Word Peter says. 

II Peter 1:19 

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 

     We have the sure Word. Our experiences can grow old, and sometimes fade away or grow dim. 
We need to be stirred unto remembrance now and then. Let’s not base our salvation on a feeling, 
because one can lose a feeling. But you can’t lose salvation, so let’s base it on what the LORD says 
about it, and let’s base it on the Word! 

Why you can trust this book: 

1. The Bible outlives human expression. 
2. The Bible outweighs human experience. 
3. The Bible outshines human explanation. 

     The Bible is the Word of God, and it outshines all human explanation because it is of Divine 
initiation. Take a look at verse twenty to see what Peter says about this. 

II Peter 1:20 

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

     Now this is one of the verses in the Bible that means something totally different than what it 
appears in the English text. There are two words there I want you to understand. Then I think you’ll 
see what Peter was trying to say. First of all there is a word “private” which comes from the Greek 
word “Idios.” This word is translated 114 times in the Bible and each and every time it is translated 
with the same meaning; “of its own; Idios.” Now there is that word interpretation which comes 
from the Greek word meaning: “to untie, to unloose, or to unfold,” so now when you put those 
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 words together here is what it’s saying using the Greek meaning in the original text. “Knowing this 
first that no prophecy of the Scripture is of its own unfolding or its own unloosing.” 

     In other words, Peter writing this text is not only talking about Scripture interpretation but he is 
also talking about Scripture origination. Here is what I mean by this; these men that wrote the Bible 
did not weave their own little spiritual webs. I mean Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, James, Peter, 
Jude and all the writers of the Old Testament didn’t do this for their benefit. Moses didn’t just sit 
down one day and say: “Ok, today I think I’ll write Genesis.” King David did just up and say:”Today I’ll 
write the twenty-third Psalm.” 

     Folks that is just not how it happened, for this book did not originate in the minds of men, but it 
originated in the heart of God. From Ecclesiastics to Ephesians; from Joshua to Jude; from Ruth to 
Revelation, Samuel to Psalm, Lamentations to Luke, Joel to John and Malachi to Matthew this book 
all comes from the heart of the one true living God. And this is all that we need. For this book is not 
only of Divine Initiation but it is also of Divine Inspiration: 

II Peter 1:21 

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 

     Peter said that not only were the words inspired but he also tells us that the writers were 
inspired; because they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Now a day’s people don’t like to hear that 
word they prefer “Holy Spirit.” It doesn’t matter friends, both terms refer to the third part of the 
Trinity so either one. Remember this man did not do this wonderful work on his own free will; it 
was by the will of God Almighty. I like to think of these men as being under the influence, not under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol but under the influence of the Holy Spirit of God. 

     The Bible is real and I believe this book because it is the written Word of God and you can trust 
this book. It is the written Word and Jesus Christ is the Living Word. Christ said that heaven and 
earth shall pass away but His words shall not pass away. Friends God has given us His Word, this 
book is for us and it tells us everything we need to know. It tells us how to win someone to Christ; it 
tells us how to lead someone to the LORD. Like I said if you only get five minutes with someone, or 
if you get ten minutes with someone and you get share only one part of the Scripture; what are you 
going to share with them? 

      The death, the burial and the resurrection, that’s it. If you can only share one thing with them, 
share the gospel. You don’t have to share anything else with them because it’s not your job to 
convince them to be saved. The Holy Spirit will reveal the truth through God’s Word. 

This book: 

1.  The Bible outlives human expression. 
2. The Bible outweighs human experience. 
3. The Bible outshines human explanation. 

 


