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[Sunday, May 11, 2014] Mt. 19.1-12; 1Co. 7.1-16, Christian Divorce and 
Remarriage, Part 1 – Craig A. Thurman 
Ge. 2.21-24 
 
The reality of the Christian life is that we shall endure a great many unpleasant 
experiences in our lifetimes.  The subject of divorce and remarriage is a necessary 
topic for the Lord’s churches.  Can there be such a time come into the lives of the 
saints of God in Christ Jesus that the severance of the marriage bond between 
them and their spouse becomes necessary?  What a terrible thought!  We wish it 
weren’t so, but the fact remains divorce and remarriage has stricken many of the 
saints of God to this day.  It is one of a number of important issues that the 
churches of Christ face this day.   And we need to understand what God says 
about this.  Let’s begin today by examining the first marriage by God and then 
move into our subject. 
 
Ge 2:21  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: 
and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 
22  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and 

brought her xOb Hiphil future, (causative active) unto the man. 

 
The LORD God brought her to him.  It is the will of the Sovereign God, 

Jehovah Elohim, Myhilox$ hvAhoy4, the Eternal Three-in-One that a man and a 

woman be joined together as one in marriage.  Who but the unbeliever and 
the atheist would deny this? By so doing we understand God’s intent to 
bless mankind.  The man would have a companion and a helper throughout 
the days of his life. 
 

Ge 2:18  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should 
be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 
 

And the woman would find her life in him.  In her husband is her 
completion. 
 

Ge.2.21 ¶  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, 
and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
instead thereof; 
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22  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a 
woman, and brought her unto the man. 
23  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 
 

But I should add, that the woman also completes the man. 
 

1Co 11:12  For as the woman is of e]k the man, even so is the man also 

by dia< the woman; but all things of God. 

 
24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 
his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 
 

Moses himself interjects this thought, being so clear.  It is obvious that 
there is no father or mother standing here with them.  These two, this man 
and woman, are the first parents of humanity, created and made by the 
LORD God.  The Holy Spirit would have all men to understand that we are 
to be committed to only one woman in our lifetime.  Our Lord Jesus Christ 
reiterates this simple truth Himself for us during His earthly sojourn. 
 

Mr 10:7  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 
cleave to his wife … 
 

This same Scripture being cited by our Lord Jesus in Mt. 19.4-6 gives us the 
full force of these words by reminding us that it was not Moses’ decree, but 
the Lord’s.  Notice the text,  
 

Mt.19.4  And he [Jesus] answered and said unto them, Have ye not 
read, that he [the LORD God] which made them at the beginning 
made them male and female, 
5  And said [that is, the LORD God said], For this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain 
shall be one flesh? 
6  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 
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Moses’ words were God’s Words!  There could be no greater stress laid 
upon these words than the way that our Lord expressed them.  God 
ordained marriage between a man and a woman for life.  There is no other 
kind of marriage in all of humanity before God.  And it is especially 
important that we, as Christians understand this.  While the world has all 
but redefined what marriage is, let not the children of God lose sight of the 
teaching of Christ on this issue.   
  
Cleave 
LXX, cleave, margin ‘be cemented.’   
proskollhqh<setai, root proskolla<w,  pro<j + kolla<w, kolla<omai; 

Moulton’s Lex. To glue.   
 

pro<j is a Greek preposition often translated unto, for.  And 

sometimes against, according, and among. With proskolla<w, the 

preposition strengthens the meaning of  kolla<omai by defining 

that one is joined unto another. 
 

kolla<w, kolla<omai is a verb translated as cleave to that which is 

good, Ro.12.9; certain men clave to him, Acts 17.34; the very dust of 
your city, which cleaveth on us, Lk.10.11; speaks of being either 
joined to an harlot, or joined unto the Lord, 1Co.6.16, 17; unlawful 
for a Jew to keep company, Acts 10.28; of the prodigal son joined 
himself to a citizen of that country, Lk.15.15; of the unbelieving 
antagonists, the rest durst no man join himself to them, Acts 5.13; of 
the Ethiopian eunuch, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot, Acts 
8.29; of Paul, he assayed to join himself to the disciples at Jerusalem, 
Acts 9.26. 
 
proskolla<w, used only four times in the N. T;  of those four times, 

three reiterate the unwavering marriage commitment; of the 400 
hundred that joined themselves to Theudas, Acts 5.36; shall cleave 
to his wife, Mt. 19.5; and cleave to his wife, Mk. 10.7; shall be joined 
unto his wife, Eph.5.31 
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qbaDA, dabaq, as bones that cleave to the skin, Job 19.20; Ps.102.5; or 

as the tongue to the roof of a the thirsting baby, Lam.4.4.  Often used 
of devotion to the Lord or to one so loved, Gen. 34.3 of Hamor’s love 
to Dinah; how Israel was to love to the Lord, Deu. 10.20; 11.22; 13.4; 
of Ruth’s love for Naomi, Ru. 1.14; of Solomon’s love for many 
strange women, 1Ki.11.2; et al. 
 

De 24:1  When a man hath taken a wife,  
 

Not a woman, but a wife.  In other words the woman has already been 
regarded as being the wife of a man when she is betrothed in marriage.  
(Consider how this is clearly shown in the relationship that Joseph and 
Mary had prior to coming together as husband and wife. Lk.1.34 I know not 
a man; Lk.2.5 Mary his espoused wife; Mt. 1.18 Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together … Joseph was minded to put her away 
[meaning divorce her, a]polu<w].  The espousal period was binding, and it 

constituted a significant part of marriage bond.  It took a writ of 
divorcement to annul the marriage contract between them.  In our day 
what this would mean is that it would take a writ of divorcement to cancel 
the engagement, let alone the marriage.) 

 
and married her,  
 

Now what follows at this point is directly addressed by the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Moses’ purpose for giving the following words in this text is because 
of the hardness of the hearts of the children of Israel.   
 

Mt.19.8  He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your 
hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it 
was not so. 

 
It became necessary to regulate marriage among His people because of sin.  
Was marriage distorted and abused among the nations of the gentiles?  
Absolutely!  But this was not going to be permitted among His people. 
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and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found 
some uncleanness in her: 
 

Some kind of behavior in this woman became disgraceful, disagreeable, and 
offensive to him, and as a result he desired to put her away from him 
permanently. 
 
Uncleanness 

rbADA tvar4f@, ervath dabar, tvar4f root hvAr4f@, ervah;  used in combination 

only twice.  Meaning a disgraceful or offensive matter.  This ervah dabar is 
used in Deu.23.14 to support the idea conveyed as disgraceful, margin 
nakedness of anything.  This Scripture refers to what the Israelites needed 
to do to prevent the LORD, who walks through their camp, from viewing 
their refuse.  Ervah is translated in the KJV nakedness 51, shame 1.  This is 

synonymous with the word hate Xn2WA,sane used in verse 3,  And if the latter 

husband hate her …. 
 
then let him write her a bill of divorcement,  
 

This is a  written covenant given to her so that she can bear record to all 
that the marriage covenant had been cancelled and so that she may be 
eligible for remarriage. Otherwise, if discovered to be living with or married 
to another man she could be punished in Israel as an adulteress.  (Jn.4.17; 
8.4; Ro.7.3) 

 
Bill 

He is to give her a bill rp@s2 stating that she is cut off from the marriage 

relationship with him from this time forward.  rp@s2, sepher, KJV bill 4, book 

137, evidence 8, letter 28, learning 2, register 1, scroll 1.  

 

Divorcement 

ttuyriK4, kerithuth, KJV divorce 1, divorcement 3. The root is trakA, karath.  

The KJV translates this many times with the idea of cutting.  That is the 
meaning of covenant,  a cutting: cut 6, cut down 18, hew 2, make a 
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covenant 84; Niphal be cut off 58, Hiphil cut off 73, et al.  In other words, 
this is a covenant to break the covenant. 

 

and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house. [ lit. from his house.,OtyB2mi, 

mibbeto]  
2  And when she is departed  
 

xcAyA, yatsa, KJV come out 108, go (out) 298, go forth 147;  depart 12, et al. 

 
out of his house, she may go  
 

j4lahA, KJV walk 110, be gone 14, come 16, et al.  

 
and be another man’s wife. 
3  And if the latter husband hate  
 

Xn2WA,sane, KJV hateful 1, hate 119, as a passive participle be odious; enemy 

3.  This is clearly synonymous to the word uncleanness in verse 1. 
 
her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and sendeth her 
out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her to be his wife; 
4  Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his 
wife, after that she is defiled; for that is abomination  
 

hbAfaO>T, toebah,  always translated with a form of the word abomination. 

 
before the LORD: and thou shalt not cause the land to sin,  
 

Meaning that, you not defile the holy land of God by your practices that 
oppose the LORD. 

 
which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. 

 
This Mosaic commandment  affected no change in God’s original purpose 
for marriage.   What was the original purpose for marriage?  That two, a 
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man and a woman might be joined together for a lifetime in intimate 
companionship, help (health), and complement one another’s lives.  Moses 
regulated the manner in which marriages might be dissolved among His 
people.  By regulating the dissolution of marriage the sin of adultery was 
better defined.  Adultery is taking another man’s wife or another woman’s 
husband.  (Ex.20.14; Pv.6.26-35; Jn.8.4; Ro.7.3 ) 
 

Mt. 19.1-12; Mk. 10.1-12 Putting Away 

1 ¶  And it came to pass, that when 
Jesus had finished these sayings, he 
departed from Galilee, and came into 
the coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan; 
2  And great multitudes followed him; 
and he healed them there. 
 
3 ¶  The Pharisees also came unto him, 
tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it 
lawful for a man to put away  
 

a]polu<w, used 5 times in this 

section of Scripture (vss 3, 7, 8, 9 
twice); lit. to loose from; 
Mt.18.21 of the man loosed from 
being apprehended for failure to 
pay his debts; Lk.13.12 of the 
woman loosed from her infirmity. 

 
his wife for every cause? (in other 
words, for every accusation he has to 
make against her?) 

 

kata> pa?san ai]ti<an, J. P. 

Green’s Interlinear reads for 
every reason.   
 
pa?san, root pa?j,  all, every, 

1 ¶  And he arose from thence, and 
cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the 
farther side of Jordan:  
 
and the people resort unto him again; 
and, as he was wont, he taught them 
again. 
2  And the Pharisees came to him, and 
asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put 
away  
 

a]polu<w, used 4 times in this 

section of Scripture. (vss. 2, 4, 11, 
12) 
 
a]polu<w  is also used in Lk.16.18 

twice; Mt.1.19; 5.31, 32 twice. 
 

 
His wife? Tempting him. 
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whatsoever, everything, 
whosoever, whole, et al. 
 
ai]ti<an, root ai]ti<a, KJV 

accusation, fault, case, and 
crimes. 

 
4  And he answered and said unto them,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have ye not read, that he which made 
them at the beginning made them male 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3  And he answered and said unto them,  
 
What did Moses command you? 
4  And they said, Moses suffered to 
write a bill of divorcement, and to put 
her away. 
 

This putting away was because of 
some uncleanness.  While the 
uncleanness is not specifically 
identified, it is by comparison of 
Scriptures pretty loathsome.  (As 
refuse.) 
 

5  And Jesus answered and said unto 
them, For the hardness of your heart he 
wrote you this precept. 
 

This regulation of the sinner in 
marriage is a unique rule applying 
only to the nation of Israel.  The 
gentiles were not given this rule.   
This rule affected nothing of the 
original intent of the LORD God 
for marriage to all humanity.   
That cannot be denied … 

 
6  But from the beginning of the 
creation God made them male and 
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and female, 
 

Notice the appeal to the original 
ordination of marriage in the 
book of Genesis and the 
application that it has to all of 
humanity. 

 
5  And said, For this cause shall a man 
leave  katalei<pw father and mother, 

and shall cleave proskollhqh<setai 

 
We defined this word at the very 
beginning of this study.  (cf. 
Ge.2.21-24 

 
to his wife:  
and they twain shall be one flesh? 
6  Wherefore they are no more twain, 
but one flesh.  
What therefore God hath joined 
together  
 

sune<zeucen, root suzeugnu<w, 

used only twice in the N. T., and 
both instances are of marriage.  
(cf. Mr.10.9)  In the LXX, 
suzeu<gnumi,  Ez.1.11 where the 

wings of the Cherub joined or 
‘coupled.’  

 
let not man put asunder.  
 

xwrize<tw, root xwri<zw, KJV 

put asunder 2, separate 2, middle 
depart 8 (1Co.7.10, 11, 15).  In 

female. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7  For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and cleave 
proskollhqh<setai 

 
 
 
 
 
to his wife; 
8  And they twain shall be one flesh:  
so then they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. 
9  What therefore God hath joined 
together sune<zeucen,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
let not man put asunder.  
 

xwrize<tw 
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other words the laws of man 
should never contradict the Word 
of God to make marriage any less 
than it is:  a lifetime commitment 
of a man and a woman.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7  They say unto him, Why did Moses 
then command to give a writing of 
divorcement, and to put her away?  
 

a]polu<w  (or to cause her to 

depart) 
 
8  He saith unto them, Moses because 
of the hardness of your hearts suffered 
you to put away a]polu<w your wives: 

but from the beginning it was not so. 
 
9  And I say unto you,  
 
Whosoever shall put away a]polu<w his 

wife, 
 

That also includes the idea of 
causing her to depart from [him].  
(cf. vs.6) 
 
Mt 1:19  Then Joseph her 
husband, being a just man, and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Marriage, as it is stated here, is 
universal in its scope.  This is for 
every man and every woman 
who would couple in marriage 
whether they are Christians or 
not; Jew or Gentile. 

 
Mt 5:31  It hath been said, 
Whosoever shall put away his 
wife, let him give her a writing of 
divorcement: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32  But I say unto you, That  
 
whosoever shall put away 
a]polu<w his wife,  
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not willing to make her a publick 
example, was minded to put her 
away a]polu<w privily. 

 
Except it be for  
 

ei] mh> e]pi>, if not upon (based on); 

the basis for this putting away is 
not to be for anything less than … 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
fornication,  
 

What is the basis for putting 
away? fornication 

 
The general application of the 
word fornication means that she 
has violated the trust and 
sanctity of the marriage bed with 
another, whether that be 
adultery, fornication (as the 
dictionary would define it as 
premarital  intercourse), 
homosexuality, and bestiality. 

 

 
 
 
 
Saving for [or outside of this 
matter] 
 

parekto>j, KJV saving 1, 

except 1 (Acts 26.29 
altogether such as I am, 
except these bonds), that 
are without 1 (2 Co.11.28 
besides those things that 
are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily …) 
see also e]kto<j. 

 
the cause  
 
lo<gou , meaning, the matter 

 
of fornication,  
 

Outside of what matter? 
Fornication 
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And shall marry another, committeth 
adultery:  
 

That is, HE COMMITS ADULTERY 
IN REMARRIAGE FOR HAVING 
PUT AWAY HIS WIFE FOR LESS 
THAN INFIDELITY. 

 
and whoso marrieth her which is put 
away a]polu<w doth commit adultery. 

 
 

That is, SHE COMMITS ADULTERY 
IN REMARRIAGE FOR HAVING 
BEEN PUT AWAY FOR LESS THAN 
INFIDELITY;  EVEN THOUGH IT 
WAS NOT HER FAULT. 

 
Here our Lord Jesus explains 
instances where a spouse can be 
put away, and they relate to 
sexual infidelity.  But for this 
reason any remarriage of either 
partner results in the commission 
of the sin of adultery.  

 
10  His disciples say unto him, If the 
case  
 

ai]ti<a, accusation, cause, or case 

is so.  Defined in verse 3. 
 

of the man be so with his wife, it is not 
good  
 

I think at this point the gravity of 

causeth poiei? her to commit 

adultery:  
 
That is, IF SHE REMARRIES. 
 
 
 
 
and whosoever shall marry her 
that is divorced a]polu<w 

committeth adultery (moixa<w, 

adulterates). 
 

 
 
 
Let me add a point here 
concerning one other issue that is 
yet to be discussed: that is 
desertion.  This rule is good for 
the Israelites.  But for Christians 
in the world desertion can be a 
devastating ordeal, and I believe 
the Lord has given instruction for 
that occasion.  (1Co.7.15) 

 
10  And in the house his disciples asked 
him again of the same matter. 
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this matter has begun to hit 
home with the disciples.  Do all 
that we can prior to marrying 
another, we never know what 
the outcome will be.  We cannot 
tell how we or our spouse will 
change in the course of the 
experiences of life.  Whether we 
believe in dating or not.  Whether 
we wait for years to ‘tie the 
knot.’  We cannot tell how it shall 
be.  And for that it seems that the 
apostles are stricken with the 
seriousness of the matter, and 
say in so many words, It would be 
better never to marry in order to 
avoid the possibility of this 
occurrence in our lives.  

 
Sumfe<rei, root sumfe<rw, 

transitive verb bring together, 
intransitive verb be better, be 
expedient 7, be good 1, be 
profitable 3, participle profit. 

 
to marry. 
 

Lu 16:18  Whosoever  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11  And he saith unto them, Whosoever  
 

Remember, now we are dealing 
with a rule that is rooted all the 
way back into the history of 
mankind, in Genesis chapter 2.  
This is not just a Christian 
precept; this is a general precept 
upon humanity, but regulating it 
among His very own people.  
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putteth away a]polu<w his wife, 

and marrieth another, 
committeth adultery:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and whosoever marrieth her that 
is put away from her husband 
committeth adultery. 

 
shall put away a]polu<w his wife, and 

marry another,  
committeth adultery  
 

moixa<w, adulterates 

 
against e]p’ her. 

 
The act of taking another woman 
to wife while putting away 
another is his act of adultery 
against her. 
 
In the O.T. men had more than 
one wife, and were called 
polygamists.  They took many 
wives.  Wives were not put away.  
And men were not to take other 
men’s wives.  That would be 
adultery. 
 
Both the gospels of Mark and 
Luke make no mention of 
fornication as an instance of 
putting away the wife.  That is 
why we must compare Scripture 
with Scripture.  It is not that 
there is no case for divorce; it is 
that outside of this violation it is 
always sin to divorce.  Infidelity 
occasions the divorce. 

 
12  And if a woman shall put away her 
husband, and be married to another, 
she committeth adultery. 
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11  But he said unto them, All men 
cannot receive  
 

Receive 
xwre<w, KJV be room to receive 1, 

can contain 1 (Jn.21.25, even the 
world itself cannot contain the 
books), can receive 1 come 1, 
contain 1 (Jn.2.6, containing 2 or 
3 firkins apiece), go 1, have place 
1 (Jn.8.37, because my word has 
not place), receive 1. 

 
this saying, save they to whom it is 
given. 
12  For there are some eunuchs, which 
were so born from their mother’s 
womb: and there are some eunuchs, 
which were made eunuchs of men: and 
there be eunuchs, which have made 

 
Scriptures never present a 
woman with more than one 
husband as anything other than 
an adulteress.  She is never a 
polygamist.  And so, in this case 
her taking another man is the act 
of adultery. 

 
We need to focus on the phrase 
putting away.  Both parties, the 
one putting away and the one 
put away, in the putting away 
commit adultery in remarriage 
when there is no legitimate 
accusation of infidelity.  
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themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of 
heaven’s sake.  
 

As clearly as humanity attests to 
this truth and the Word of God 
said it is so … It is not good that 
the man should be alone; almost 
all men need marriage.   
 
Every man hasn’t the capacity to 
be able to continue unmarried.  
Most who are able to continue 
unmarried do so not because of 
any choice that they made, but 
rather that God made for them: 
eunuchs born, eunuchs made so 
by men; or some possibly self-
inflicted and irreversible measure 
that allows them to continue 
unmarried.  
 
Is this what the apostle Paul is 
saying in 1Co.7.7, 8? 

 
He that is able (the [one] being able) 
 

duna<menoj, du<namai KJV able, 

possible. 
 

to receive it, let him receive it. 
 

Or, has the capacity, or can 
contain it, let him make room for 
this Word. 
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