
1 Peter 1:8-15 “The Word, Sent from Heaven” May 10, 2015  

Introduction: What a great text for elders, deacons, and mamas!!!  I read 

the latter end of 1Peter 1, but my text is verse 12: “Unto whom it was 

revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the 

things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the 

gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which 

things the angels desire to look into.” (1Pe 1:12) 

 

We are already late, and we have a lot yet to do, so I will be brief. 

 

I. The Heavenly Gospel:   vs.8-11 

A.   The prophets, the apostles, the angels all learned from the 

Scriptures. 

1. The prophets looked into their own writings to try to 

understand.  They did understand a great deal.  Not unto 

themselves, but unto us they wrote. 

2. Jesus Himself pointed to the scriptures when He would confirm 

himself to the disciples on the road to Emmaus.  Lu 24:27 And 

beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto 

them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.    

[Think how remarkable this was.] 

3. The Apostles looked into the Scriptures as a more sure word:  

1Peter 2:19 18  And this voice which came from heaven we 

heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.    19 ¶  We 

have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 

that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, 

until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:  20  

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 

private interpretation.  21  For the prophecy came not in old 

time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 

were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
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4. The Angels   It was not even devised by angels. 

B.   The message was a heavenly message 

1. Not invented by the prophets 

2. Not invented by the apostles 

3. Not invented by the Mediator Himself.  Joh 6:38 For I came 

down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him 

that sent me.   Joh 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but 

the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I 

should say, and what I should speak. 

4. Titus 1: 1 ¶  Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus 

Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect, and the 

acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;2  In hope 

of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the 

world began; {In: or, For} 

 

II.  The Heavenly Spirit:  vs. 12, 21-23 

A.   This word came down from heaven with the Holy Spirit.   Vs. 12,   

The Gospel, with the Holy Ghost.  They cannot be separated. 

1.   The Gospel without the Holy Spirit  [which is not the Gospel at 

all] produces Pharisees and hypocrites. 

2.   The Holy Spirit without the Gospel [Which is not the Holy 

Spirit at all] produces fanaticism and irrationalism. 

B.   The Gospel with the Spirit purifies the soul.  Vs. 21,22 

1. It is through the gospel and the Spirit that we believe in God, 

that He raise Christ from the dead and gives us faith and hope. 

2. The lies that fill our hearts and minds are banished by the truth 

of the Gospel, which by the Spirit teaches us to truly do the law, 

and love one another without pretense. 
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3. The powerful figure of speech:   verse. 23.  Just as our natural 

life which is subject to death is born of a fleshly seed from our 

earthly father, so our new life, our spiritual life, is born of a 

spiritual seed, the word of God, that lives and abides forever, so 

that we have the hope of eternal life. 

III.   The Heavenly Transformation. 14-25 

A.    Vs. 14.  Our former life was ignorance and we could not save 

ourselves by finding the correct knowledge within ourselves. 

B.   The ignorance that produces the ungodly life, was dispelled by a 

message not our own; not conceived of men; not found in the 

hearts and minds of men; but preached to us from without. 

C.   The word of God comes with authority by those who have been 

given authority to teach, to discipline, to tell you the word of God.   

Vs. 20    see verse 12.  Revealed by those who preached the Gospel 

to you. 

D.   See Question 103;    Question 20, 21.    Question  65. 

E.   See 2Ti 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy 

scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 

faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

1. We are born ignorant and in sins. 

2. We must receive a knowledge from without ourselves in order 

to be way.  Away with Plato; away with Rousseau; away with 

all who seek truth in the human soul.  If you would be wise, 

search the Scriptures.   Place yourself under the authority of 

elders and ministers who acknowledge the one truth and have 

vowed to live and teach the creed of the church. 

3. Preach the word, reproved, rebuke, exhort.   This implies that 

you must know first and be prepared to hold fast the word of 

truth. 
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4. If we are to have a righteousness which is not our own, we must 

know the truth that is not our own, the truth that has come down 

from heaven and is revealed through preaching. 

 

Conclusion and Application.  James 1:20-25 

Read:  Mothers, Fathers, Elders, Deacons, Ministers:    

“20  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21  

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and 

receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your 

souls. [GIVE UP YOUR IGNORANCE THAT CAUSED YOU TO LIVE 

THIS WAY]   22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving your own selves.  [FOLLOW A KNOWLEDGE THAT IS 

NOT YOUR OWN]  23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a 

doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24  For 

he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what 

manner of man he was. [HE IS PERFECTLY SATISIFIED WITH 

HIMSELF, BECAUSE HE IS LOOKING THROUGH HIS OWN 

GLASSES, AND NOT THE GLASS OF SCRIPTURE]  25  But 

whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he 

being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be 

blessed in his deed.” (Jas 1:20-25 AV) 
 

 


