
OUTLINE OF JUDGES 

 

1A THE INTRODUCTION TO THE ERA OF THE JUDGES   chap 1:1-3:6 

        We see in this introductory section the four causes for the tragic conditions 

recorded in this book: 

1B Disobedience – Israel was commanded to drive out the inhabitants of the  

      land, not to put them to tribute. e.g., 1:27-28   See also Deu 7:1-6 

              Lesson: Drive sin out and put it to death, or it will rise again to bring 

              defeat. 

        2B Negligence - Israel did not instruct the next generation in the knowledge 

              of God and His law and His works. e.g., 2:8-10 

              Lesson: Diligently disciple your children in the gospel and the Bible.  

        3B Idolatry – Israel began to worship the gods of the people they had 

              conquered. e.g., 2:11-13 

              Lesson: Do not look to non Christian religions or philosophies for spiritual 

              guidance or teaching. They have nothing to offer us. 

        4B Intermarriage – Israel began to allow their sons and daughters to marry 

              the sons and daughters of the pagan nations.  e.g., 3:5-7   

              Lesson: There are to be no marriages between a believer and an 

              unbeliever. 

 

 



 

2A THE DESCRIPTION OF THE ERA OF THE JUDGES   chap 3:7-16:31 

        This section describes seven repetitive cycles – Sin, Servitude, Supplication, 

and Salvation. The phrase: “And the children of Israel did evil…” begins all but one 

of  these cycles. They all involve the worship of false gods by Israel. 

         

        1B The first cycle:  Conquered by Mesopotamia, delivered by Othniel 3:7-11 

        2B The second cycle: Conquered by Moabites and Philistines, delivered by  

              Ehud and Shamgar  3: 12-31 

        3B The third cycle: Conquered by Jabin king of Canaan, delivered by Deborah 

              and Barak  4:1-5:31 

        4B The fourth cycle: Conquered by the Midianites, delivered by Gideon  

              6:1-8:32  

        5B The fifth cycle: The betrayal of Gideon’s legacy and the slaughter of his  

              seventy sons by Abimelech and the men of Shechem. Both mutually 

              destroy each other, and Tola and Jair judge Israel thereafter. 8:33-10:5 

        6B  The sixth cycle: Conquered by the Philistines and the Ammonites,  

              delivered by Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon  10:6- 12:15 

        7B The seventh cycle: Conquered by the Philistines, delivered by Samson  

              13:1- 16:31 

 

 



3A THE RESULTS OF THE ERA OF THE JUDGES   chap 17-21 

        1B Religious malpractice, illustrated by Micah and the children of Dan 

              chap 17-18 

        2B  Moral corruption, illustrated by the Benjamites    chap 19-21 

 

THEME: Disobedience brings defeat and destruction 

Key Verse: Judges 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did 

that which was right in his own eyes. 

         

 

 

         

             

 


