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† Jeremiah 21:1-14 

Last week we looked at Chapter 20 which dealt with the first-time Jeremiah was 
physically harmed by his enemies. Pashur, a priest, and the governor of the temple, 
had Jeremiah arrested, beaten, and locked in stocks over night because of the 
prophecies that Jeremiah was giving. --  We also looked at Jeremiah’s attempt at 
quitting the ministry but the Word of God was so powerful inside of him that it was as 
a fire burning in his bones and he could not quit. He gave glory to God despite his 
bad circumstances. 
 

Tonight, we are going to look at a time period that occurred approximately 15-years 
after what we studied about last week in Chapter 20. The Book of Jeremiah is not in 
chronological order and this is one of those places we find things out that will occur 
later on. We are introduced to King Zedekiah and his inquiry of Jeremiah concerning 
the invasion of Nebuchadnezzar. This will be the 14th prophesy given to Jeremiah 
from the LORD.  
 

(1) The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when king Zedekiah sent 
unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, 
saying, 
 

Several names right at the beginning. I want us to look closely at the people 
mentioned because it gives us a better idea of the time period and what was going on 
at the time: 
 

King Zedekiah – Zedekiah would be the last King of Judah. In 597 B.C., 

Nebuchadnezzar and his Chaldean army invaded and conquered Jerusalem, just as 
Jeremiah prophesied that they would. They took the current King, Johoiachin, son of 
Josiah, into captivity. Then, Nebuchadnezzar appointed Johoiachin’s uncle, 
Mattaniah, as King of Judah and re-named him Zedekiah. He will play a large role in 
the life of Jeremiah and we will be studying about him quite a bit as we go on.  

Let’s turn there in our Bibles and read about the time period that Jeremiah is based in 
this chapter: 2 Kings 24:10-20 

(10) At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against 
Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 

(11) And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his servants did 
besiege it. 

(12) And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his 
mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon 
took him in the eighth year of his reign. 

(13) And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the 
treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon 
king of Israel had made in the temple of the LORD, as the LORD had said. 

(14) And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of 
valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none remained, 
save the poorest sort of the people of the land. 

(15) And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the 
king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into 

captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

(16) And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a 
thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought 

captive to Babylon. 

(17) And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in his stead, 
and changed his name to Zedekiah. 

(18) Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of 
Jeremiah of Libnah. 

(19) And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that 

Jehoiakim had done. 

(20) For through the anger of the LORD it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until 
he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of 
Babylon. 

So, what we have in our text in Jeremiah is King Zedekiah sending two men, Pashur, 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah son of Maaseiah the priest. This Pashur is not the 
same Pashur that we studied about last week in Chapter 20. This is another Pashur. 
We will read still of more Pashurs before we are finished with Jeremiah.  
 

(2) Enquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
maketh war against us; if so be that the LORD will deal with us according to all his 
wondrous works, that he may go up from us. 
 

“Enquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us.” Zedekiah had sent these two men to 
Jeremiah to inquire as to what the outcome would be of Nebuchadnezzar invading 
their land? Don’t you find it funny how now they want Jeremiah’s opinion? Hey, this 
Zedekiah is not a good man. The Bible said that he did that which was evil in the sight 
of the LORD. Not only that, but we read in 2 Chronicles that he would not humble 
himself before Jeremiah.  
 

2 Chronicles 36:11-13: Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to 
reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. (12) And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the LORD his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the 
prophet speaking from the mouth of the LORD. (13) And he also rebelled against 

king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God: but he stiffened his neck, 
and hardened his heart from turning unto the LORD God of Israel. 

So, while he may be seeking Jeremiah’s council now, he sure didn’t listen to his 
prophecies before, otherwise they would have repented of their sins and turned back 
to God and avoided all of this.  
 

Instead, in the 9th year of Zedekiah’s reign, he rebelled and tried to fight against 
Nebuchadnezzar. He made a secret alliance with Pharaoh of Egypt to fight against 
Nebuchadnezzar. Of course, that didn’t work out and when Nebuchadnezzar found 
out he sent his men to Jerusalem and they wiped the city out. We will be talking more 
about all of this when we get further on in our studies.  
 

(3) Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah: (4) Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your 
hands, wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, 

which besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble them into the midst of this 
city. (5) And I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong 
arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath. 
 

Zedekiah is too late to change God’s mind. Not only is God going to allow 
Nebuchadnezzar to conquer, divide, and spoil the land and people but he is going to 
help him do it. God said “I myself will fight against you.” Friends, you don’t want the 



LORD fighting against you. You think just because you are saved that you can do 
anything you want and get by with it? You better think again. The LORD will fight 
against you, and let me say this, you will lose. The LORD has never lost a fight and 
He never will. Greater men than you or me have tried to fight against Him and all 
have lost. We must submit ourselves to the LORD and do His will if we want to avoid 
a fight with Him.  
 

(6) And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they shall die of a 
great pestilence. 
 

The word “pestilence” means “plagues, diseases.” The LORD will cause people to 

die from diseases and plagues, most likely brought on by uninhabitable living 
conditions. With all of the dead bodies laying out in the open it will draw every form of 
disease you can think of, spread by flies and rats. Rats alone can carry 35 different 
diseases, many are fatal to human beings. People will also be eating anything they 
can get their hands on which will further add to the diseases.  
 

(7) And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his 
servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city from the pestilence, from the 
sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and 
into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life: and he 
shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have 
pity, nor have mercy. 
 

Then sentence is pronounced upon King Zedekiah. He will be given into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar and will be destroyed by him. We will be studying more about this 
later on in our studies but we know from looking ahead that all of this happens just 
exactly the way God said it would. Eventually Zedekiah would be given over to 
Nebuchadnezzar, his sons would be killed right in front of him and then his eyes 
would be gouged out, he would be shackled in chains and drug into Babylon as a 
slave.  
 

(8) And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before 
you the way of life, and the way of death. (9) He that abideth in this city shall die by 
the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and falleth 
to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a 
prey. 
 

The LORD still having some type of mercy upon the inhabitants of Judah. He gives 
them two options and I noticed that repentance is not one of them.  
1. They can stay in their homes and wait for the Chaldean army to kill them. 
2. They can go and meet the Chaldean army and fall down in front of them and beg 

for mercy.  
If they choose the latter, they will live, although they will live in bondage of Babylon, 
and be treated as spoil by their enemy, but at leasat they will live.  
 

(10 For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LORD: 
it shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 
 

The LORD will allow Nebuchadnezzar to completely destroy the City of Jerusalem. It 
would never quite be the same again. It is almost hard to imagine the LORD 
purposely allowing His city to be destroyed, but that is the fact. Some people find it 
hard to imagine the United States of America could be destroyed but my friend, if we 
keep headed in the same direction we are headed in now, that is exactly what will 
happen to us.  

They never dreamed the things that are going on over in the UK would be happening 
either, but they are.  
 

And, I don’t want to upset anyone and I’m not trying to be judgmental but I heard the 
news stories that came out the day after the bomb exploded at the concert in 
Manchester England on Monday and the dominate word I kept hearing from the 
people over there was “they had gone to see their idol, Ariana Grande.” They 
used that word “idol” 3 or 4 times in the interview that I heard of a mother who had let 

her daughter go to that concert.  
 

That is one of the problems in our culture today, we have too many idols. If you have 
even one idol it is too many. The Bible says that we are to have no idols in our lives. I 
don’t know if that had anything to do with the bombing or not but 22 people are dead, 
and 119 wounded. The last count I saw this morning was 64 people are still in the 
hospital. The Bible says in 1 John 5:21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 

Amen. 
 

(11) And touching the house of the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the LORD; 
(12) O house of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute judgment in the morning, and 
deliver him that is spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 
 

Here the warning is given to the king of Judah and all the house of David. This is 
talking about all of those that work in the service of the king. They are warned not to 
sleep and slumber while all of this goes on around them. They are to get busy and 
warn people that God has come against them and the Land of Judah and the City of 
Jerusalem. They need to leave the City and fall upon the mercies of the enemy if they 
wish to survive.  
 

No doubt many would refuse to do so. They were so prideful and put so much faith in 
the walled city of Jerusalem and the soldiers and their false prophets who were still 
claiming peace and safety. Many would die there in the city despite the warnings.  
 

(13) Behold, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain, saith 
the LORD; which say, Who shall come down against us? or who shall enter into our 
habitations?  
 

And there it is, the defiance of the people. “which say, Who shall come down against 
us? or who shall enter into our habitations?” They thought they were unbeatable and 
well protected, but God told them “I am against thee.”  
 

The Bible says this in Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God 

be for us, who can be against us? And that is true, if God is for us, no one can come 

against us, however, if God is against us, I would think the complete opposite would 
be true, ALL can come against us if God is.  
 

(14) But I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the LORD: and I 
will kindle a fire in the forest thereof, and it shall devour all things round about it. 
 

Then a final promise of punishment and destruction is given for those who refuse to 
listen and heed the warning. There will be a final promise for all of us one of these 
days. Will we heed the warning? 

                                                 
† All Scripture from the Authorized King James Version of the Bible 


