
Luke 8:4-15 

 

The Parable of the Sower 

 

This morning we continue looking at a new section in Luke’s Gospel, which presents Jesus’ 

proclamation of the Kingdom of God through the use of a parable, which emphasizes focuses on 

the need for a proper response to the Gospel of Jesus.  Last Sunday we looked at the nature of 

the parable and how to interpret them.  We also noted God’s sovereign use of the parables to 

reveal the Kingdom of God to those for whom God has chosen to give it and to hide the mystery 

of the Kingdom of God from the reprobate whose hearts have been sovereignly hardened by 

God so that they will not hear and understand the gospel and turn to Jesus Christ for salvation.  

This explains why it is that Jesus is coming to His own people and so many of them are rejecting 

Him as their Messiah (including Simon, 7:36ff; and Pharisees, 7:30 – see 7:35 “wisdom’s 

children) and in fact some of them are already plotting and scheming how they might put Him 

to death.  In other words, the supposed failure of Jesus’ ministry is perfectly according to the 

divine plan. 

 

Now we want to turn our attention to the parable of the sower (sometimes “soils”), through 

which Jesus is preaching the Kingdom of God (8:1) and inviting all who have ears, let them hear 

(v. 8b).  First, we will hear the parable itself (vv. 4-8), then we will turn to Jesus’ own private 

explanation of the parable to His disciples (vv. 11-15).  Finally, we look at little more closely at 

vv. 9-10, that we looked at last week.   

 

Chap. 8 begins with the words “soon afterward,” which ties our passage this morning to the 

previous section, especially Jesus’ encounter with the Pharisee Simon.  As we have already seen, 

the parables are given in part to explain why so many are rejecting the Kingdom. 

 

The story opens with Jesus being approached by the huge crowds from “town after town” (8:4) 

when He continues to teach about the Kingdom of God, but this time He makes use of a parable 

about a sower and the soils upon which his seed falls: 

 

The Soils (8:5-8, 11-15) 

 

Jesus tells the story of a sower who goes out to his field to sow the seed, most likely wheat or 

barley.  To His Galilean audience, the farmer sowing his seed in the nearby fields in the month 

of October would have been a very familiar scene.  The sower would take a handful of seed 

from the bag hung in front of him and with rhythmic steps he would cast the seed in strips 

across the field.  As he scatters the seed upon the area that is prepared, some of the seed falls on 

areas that are not prepared. 

 

1.  (v. 5) In a field that has been prepared for a crop, there would be permanent paths 

where the farmer would walk so that he wasn't walking on the seed.  As he scatters the 

seed across the field, some of it falls upon this path.  This seed becomes easy food for the 

birds that swoop down and eat the grain that falls here and there is no chance for growth. 
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2.  (v. 6) In other places because of the shallow dirt just above the underlying strata of 

limestone rock, some of the seed would fall in this dirt but because the ground was so 

shallow, the seed would sprout quickly, having no lasting roots, and the sun would come 

out and scorch the ground, and the sprouts would wither and die with very little growth, 

it didn't last. 

 

3.  (v. 7)  Some of the seed fell among the thorny ground and when the thorns began to 

grow they choked and killed the tender seedling and there was no lasting growth.   

 

The key to remember here is that none of these first three soils have been prepared for 

growing anything.  They are all on the outside of the area where the crop was planned to 

grow.  Because the seed is scattered so widely, some of it falls upon these unprepared 

places, but it is clear that the sower never intended the seed to take root and produce a 

crop in these places because he never prepared this ground for a harvest. 

 

4.  (v. 8)  However, there was the section of the field that the sower prepared beforehand.  

It was the plowed ground that had been prepared beforehand to receive the seed and 

wher the sower intended to produce a crop.  Here the sower sows the seed and because 

the soil is already prepared, the seed takes root and produces a bountiful harvest. 

 

At this point, Jesus leaves the crowd (v. 9) and we find Him in this next section alone with His 

disciples.  While He is alone with them, He reveals the meaning of the parables.   

 

In vv. 9-10, Jesus gives the purpose for His teaching in parables.  We will look at this in a 

moment. 

 

But first, Jesus explains the meaning of the parable of the soils.  Remember that in interpreting 

the parables, the first thing we want to identify in the parable are the “points of reference.”  In 

the parable of the soils, there are really only 4 points of reference since the point of the parable 

are the four different ways in which Jesus’ hearers respond to His preaching of the Gospel of the 

Kingdom of God.  Therefore, the main points of reference are the four soils, each describing a 

different way in which different members of Jesus’ audience receive His Word.   

 

Jesus, who is obviously the sower, explains that the seed that the He sows is the "word of God," 

(v. 11) which is a clear reference to Jesus' own ministry of preaching the gospel of the Kingdom 

of God (cf. 8:1).  The emphasis of the explanation is not upon the seed or the sower, but upon 

the four typical responses to Jesus' preaching.  Ultimately, there are only two responses:  some 

reject, while others accept. 

 

1.  (v. 12)  While Jesus preaches,  there are some who hear His Word but do not 

understand it and Satan quickly comes and takes it away from them so that they do not 

have any chance to respond.  Last week we already saw why it is that they hear and do 

not understand, which is rooted in God’s sovereign reprobation that hardens the hearts 
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of some so that they will not understand and turn to Him for salvation.  Notice that the 

Gospel is being preached and they hear the message (the “external call”), but because 

God has hardened their hearts then they do not understand and therefore are unable to 

call upon Him for salvation.   

 

2.  (v. 13)  A second variety of the same group who ultimately rejects Jesus message are 

those who at first respond positively out of excitement to Jesus' message (they see 

something of the great thing God is doing here) but as soon as the trials and tribulations 

follow (the sufferings of this age for the sake of the gospel; cf. Hebrews) they end up 

rejecting the message as too cumbersome on their busy lives, showing that “they went 

out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of 

us” (1 John 2:19).  The reality of the hardness of their hearts comes to light when the 

pressures of life come upon them. 

 

3.  (v. 13)  Again a third section of the same group who compare the desires of this 

present age (worries, riches, pleasures); competing loyalties with the commandment to 

seek first the Kingdom of God and it's righteousness and choose the former out of love 

for this world.  A preoccupation with the issues of life threatens a true desire for the life 

to come (cf. 6:20, 23 vs. 6:24-26).  Just think of the many people in your life who may have 

made a positive response to the Gospel when their life appeared to be amendable to the 

call of Christ but as soon as the concerns of family or their careers or as soon as they 

realized that they had to choose between following Christ or having some pleasure in 

this world those competing loyalties choked out their initial joy in hearing the promises 

of Christ. 

 

In each of these three cases, the ultimate response is to reject the word that Jesus delivers 

to the multitude.  They hear what Jesus is saying, but because their hearts have not been 

opened by God, but rather hardened, they choose to reject the offer of the Kingdom.   

  

In each case, it is clear that they reject because, like the three soils, their hearts have not 

been prepared by God.  In Acts 16:14, Paul is preaching to women who have gathered by 

river for prayer.  These are women who have come only so far in their understanding of 

the Jewish faith.  They are God-fearers.  But they do not yet understand the Kingdom of 

God that is delivered by Jesus.  Paul is preaching and one woman among them believes.  

Luke makes a very interesting statement about Lydia:  "the Lord opened her heart to 

believe what Paul was saying."  Lydia heard Paul's words, but it wasn't until the Lord 

opened her heart and planted faith inside her that she began to comprehend what Paul 

was saying. 

 

The same thing is true here:  Jesus is preaching to the crowds.  But only some of their 

hearts have been opened by God (only some have been prepared).  Others have not, and 

they reject.  Some are prepared to hear the message, the rest (because they are not 

prepared) reject it.  This explains why it is that so many are rejecting Jesus’ preaching.  
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It’s not that Jesus is failing in His ministry but that it is working perfectly according to the 

eternal plan of God.  

 

 4.  (v. 23) Finally, those who accept Jesus' message are the "good soil".  They have been 

 prepared by God to hear what Jesus has to say and when they hear Jesus they 

 respond favorably and accept the offer of the Kingdom. 

 

Paul elucidates this fact most clearly in the book of Romans.  In Romans 11:7-10, Paul repeats 

almost verbatim what Jesus says in our passage.  Why do some obtain the gift while others are 

hardened?  Vv. 5-6 -- Salvation is by grace and not works.  It is God's gift to give as He so 

chooses and He sovereignly administers it only to the degree that He alone receives the glory.   

 

The Purpose of the Parables (9-10) 

 

Why do some reject Jesus' message, while others accept it?  After all this is God who has come 

as the New King of Israel – God has fulfilled His promise to come to earth to visit His people - 

why isn't there a multitude of Israel streaming to Jesus – their God - in faith? 

 

Jesus addresses this very real concern in vv. 9-10.  There are two groups who respond to Jesus’ 

teaching:  on the one hand, there are those who respond favorably and there are those who 

respond negatively.  We have seen both already in Luke's Gospel (e.g., the woman vs. Simon; 

7:36-50).   

 

Those who respond favorably (Wisdom’s children, 7:35) do so because it has been 

given/“granted” to them to understand (v. 10).  Jesus uses a "Divine passive" to explain 

how they have received “the mysteries of the Kingdom.”  It is not because of your better 

abilities (or earthly wisdom) to unravel a riddle but solely because of God’s sovereign 

election of you for salvation.  This revelation of the mystery of the Kingdom of God is 

given to you by God.  These are those who have of v. 18, to whom will be given even 

more to produce the fruit of the kingdom. 

 

The second group responds negatively because the Kingdom of God hasn't been given to 

them (v. 10).  They are outside of God's favor and His selection.  These are those of v. 18 

who do not have and therefore what they do have will be taken from them.   

 

Jesus says in Matt. 21:43: “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be 

taken away from you, and be given to a nation producing the fruit of it.” 

 

For them, everything Jesus says is a "parable" or a "riddle."  This explains why the three 

soils did not produce the fruit of the Kingdom of God.  It had not been granted to them, 

therefore they failed to receive the Kingdom.  It is a mystery that is not revealed to them.  

But why? 
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V. 10 "so that" -- They will not see and will not understand lest they turn in faith and their sins 

be forgiven them (cf. Mark 4:12).  N.B. The onus of their inability to see and understand is the 

result of God’s hardening their heart and withholding the meaning of the Gospel from them (v. 

10 – “it has not been granted”). 

 

In v. 10, Jesus alludes to Isaiah 6:9-10 so that “in their case” [the reprobate] the prophecy of 

Isaiah is being fulfilled.  Isaiah looked forward to Jesus’ day and was inspired by the Holy Spirit 

to write these words in his day to describe his present ministry with a view to the future of 

another day when God would sovereignly fill up their meaning in the consummate day of 

salvation.  You will also remember in chap. 4 that Jesus read from Isaiah 61 (cf. 4:17f.) as 

fulfilling the Promised Messiah who will be sent from God.  Think about what Jesus is saying 

here.  A prophecy looks forward to the day when God will fulfill what He has previously 

ordained for the future.  Just as Isaiah, the servant of the LORD, would be sent but God would 

stop up their ears from hearing and blind them from seeing, so God has fulfilled His ultimate 

promise of coming to His own in the person of His Son and He would prevent many from 

hearing and seeing the Kingdom of God.  Therefore, the current rejection of those before Jesus is 

presently taking place according to divine plan to fulfill what God had previously prophesied 

through Isaiah.  Again, their current rejection is perfectly according to the divine plan of God’s 

eternal decree. 

 

The Jewish rejection of Jesus is due solely because of God’s prior rejection of them (“for they are 

not all Israel who have descended from Israel;” cf. Rom. 9:6).  Those who were chosen by God 

to display His mercy and grace have obtained salvation and the rest were hardened by God so 

that they might not obtain salvation (Rom. 11:7-10).   

 

In v. 10, the original places the pronoun “you” all the way up to the first word of the sentence so 

that Jesus is saying something like this:  “Your blessed eyes!”  In other words, the reason that 

the disciples’ eyes, see and their ears, hear is because they have been sovereignly blessed by 

God.  Just as Lydia’s heart must be opened to believe, so the disciples’ eyes and ears have been 

blessed by God to see and hear the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Finally, we see the incomparable privilege of living this side of Jesus’ glorious earthly ministry 

that through the inspired written Word of the apostles we see and hear what the past 

generations of Old Testament saints long to see:  the glorious dawning of the Kingdom of God 

through the person and work of God’s Messiah, Jesus Christ.  As that Kingdom is presented to 

you once again this morning, Jesus welcomes all who are weary and heavy laden to come to 

Him and enter His divine rest.  He has worked for you to complete all the righteousness that 

God requires.  He has even worked to the point of death so that He took your penalty upon 

Himself and died in your place to satisfy the wrath of God due your sin.  This morning Jesus 

calls you to rest in His work alone.  Put away all your works of self-righteousness and you will 

find rest for your souls in Jesus Christ alone! 

 

Amen!   

-SDG- 


