
Overcoming Our Enemies In and By the Eternal
Vital union
By Shawn Reynolds

Bible Text: 1 John 4:4
Preached on: Sunday, May 24, 2015

Grace Particular Baptist Church
5725 Imperial Lakes Blvd
Mulberry, FL 33860

Website: www.onefoldoneshepherd.org
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/graceparticular

First, we're going to read our text this morning. Our text this morning comes from 1 John 
4 and then we will ask the Lord's blessing on it. 1 John 4:4 reads this way,

4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater 
is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, most gracious and holy Lord, I think thee, Lord, for this hour and 
the hour to come that thou would be pleased to prepare the ground. Lord, may you give 
us ears to hear of thy truth. May you give the unction of thy Holy Spirit to speak thy 
truth. Lord, may you be glorified. Lord, may you lead us into the depth and life in thy 
word which is in thy Son and, Lord, may you glorify your name this day. In Jesus' name I  
pray. Amen.

Our text is in 1 John 4:4. "Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world." A blessed, blessed 
passage. As 1 John 4 started, John under the power of the Holy Ghost would tell the 
children of God to believe not every spirit, that there be other spirits that are in this world 
and that we are to try to those spirits. He had a couple of other things to say in 2 and 3 but 
then he comes to this great Gospel truth in verse 4 and the gloriousness of it is in 2 parts. 
The first part says, "Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them." That first 
part sets the stage for the second part because without the first part, the first part is the 
picture, is the understanding of the eternal vital union that the children of God have in 
Christ Jesus. "Ye are of God," and dear ones, if we be in God, if we are born of God, 
that's why this terminology is used throughout 1 John. John used it a lot. He calls them 
little children. He addressed this epistle to the people of God just as I address this sermon 
to the people of God. Those that understand what it is to be born of God, what it is to be 
of God, to be in Christ before the foundation of the world. Our creation in Christ gives us 
this oneness in him. It gives us a oneness in him but, as I said, it's not a time oneness, it's 
an eternity oneness and that's the gloriousness of this passage and that's the gloriousness 
of the word of God and that's the gloriousness of the Gospel truth. Because when the 
child of God is led to see what his loving Lord, this Triune Lord did before there ever 
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was, I leave that statement with that: before there ever was because whatever came after 
that, whatever was formed after that, whatever was birthed after that, before there ever 
was, there was a Triune Lord with a perfect plan and the children of God are in Christ. 
That was part of that plan. To be born of God is eternal and this vital union that the child 
of God enjoys as the Holy Spirit is pleased to reveal it to him on this earth, is the very life 
stream, is the very life that he has in him. It is the defining of who he is because he is in 
Christ and in this union, remember, it's an eternal vital union. Vital meaning without it 
we can do nothing. Without it we cannot understand God. And the union means that as 
Christ is in us, we are in him. 

That's the beauty of this and this morning I want to explore a couple of things. I want to 
know when this took place. When as we talked about this union being in eternity, let's 
look at a couple of passages this morning. Let's look at a couple of things and ask the 
Lord to really bring forth this union because, as I said, that's what's is impressed upon me. 
I have been reading the book, "Eternal and Vital Union," by Stanley Phillips and it's just 
not Phillips. Phillips' part of the book was very short and it was so blessedly full of this 
union, but then as you read the appendixes in the back, the writers that came after him, 
Smott and Dudley and others, to see the life union in the people of God and explained 
that way that everything that they have comes from this union has really enlivened me. 
The Holy Spirit has really taken that life that we have in Christ and has really witnessed 
to that is what life is. This is what eternal life is and as we read the Scriptures and as the 
Scriptures come alive to us by the power of the Holy Ghost, it is all through the word of 
God this vital union. This eternal vital union and I hope you see that today. I hope the 
Holy Spirit is willing just as prominently as he was upon John when he penned these 
words, that he searches our hearts today and he reveals that union. We have that union in 
him.

So without any more delay, we're going to go to a few places this morning and we're 
going to start in Ephesians 1. Verse 4 of Ephesians 1, very familiar to us all but it sets 
forth this birthing, this born of God, when it took place. Verse 4 says, "According as he 
hath chosen us in him." Those little words "in him." I don't know what they mean to you 
today. I don't know if they don't have any weight in your soul. I don't know if they 
haven't been energized by the Holy Spirit or taken by the Holy Spirit and applied to your 
soul, that that "in him" is where all preservation is. "In him" is where all life is. "In him" 
is where all grace is. "In him" is where all graces are: love and faith and peace and all that 
the Holy Spirit has is stored up in our Joseph, it's stored up in Christ.

"According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before him in love." What of us is holy and without 
blame? Without blame means justified. How are we justified? We are justified in him. 
The part that is in the child of God now is Christ himself, the seed of Christ. We're going 
to see that today. We're going to see why the child of God is energized of life in a 
spiritual nature and that being born-again as it comes in time is just a manifestation of the 
birth that we had before the foundation of the world in this eternal vital union with this 
Triune Lord. And what a blessing that is. What a glorious thought that is. And really, 
what does it do? It takes the creature totally out. It takes the creature out of salvation. It 
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takes the creature, creature meaning you and I, it takes works out of everything. It takes 
everything that we can do or procure out of salvation and out of God's perfect plan. It's all 
of him. It truly is and that's what we have for us here in 4,

"According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world." That's where 
this "children ye are born of God." That's how we started today. You are born of God. 
What does that mean? You are of God, chosen in him before the foundation, "that we 
should be holy and without blame before him in love." And what love that was, the depth 
of that love to, I think about that and because of my fallen nature, when everything 
happens to me in this life, I think of how it relates to me in this life. You can't think of 
others without the love of Christ. You can't put others above yourself without the love of 
Christ. Everything in this life, we are dependent upon this union. We are dependent upon 
this seed of Christ that lives within the child of God that is him, which you'll see shortly.

Let's now turn to 2 Timothy 1, our second passage. "Ye are of God, little children," and I 
hope that "little children" means more to you today than just the child like we see in this 
room, that you are a child because of a birth, a heavenly birth. 2 Timothy 1:9 says this, 
"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began." There is that eternal vital union. There is that oneness. There is that 
oneness that's in Christ. There is where we are in Christ. When was it given to us? When 
was it given to the child of God? It was given to them, us, in Christ Jesus before the 
world began. Once again, taking the creature out of it. Exalting Christ in his finished 
work. Exalting the Father in his perfect plan. Exalting the Holy Ghost in his sealing. 
Amen to that. Amen to what the Lord has done. "Which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began."

Now turn over to Proverbs 8. You might think that's a weird place to go but listen, it's as I 
said, the hardest part of this message was the pruning. You say, "Pruning?" Yeah, 
pruning. I had all these Scriptures and then just to have the Lord settle me in the ones that 
he would have brought forth today. All of it, the whole word of God, but Proverbs 8 says 
this, beginning in verse 22, "The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before 
his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth 
was." This passage is right smack in the middle of the passage that talks about Christ, that 
talks about what Christ was before the foundation of the world. But right in the middle of 
it, we see that, "The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works 
of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was." Isn't that 
very simple terminology? Isn't that how the Holy Ghost preserves that? How do you 
explain it? Before there ever was. And that's the blessed truth, the Gospel truth that when 
the Holy Spirit applies it to the child of God, he sees what he is in Christ. He sees what 
Christ has finished. 

We have such a warfare in this life. We have such this nature in us and that's the beauty 
of the second part of this passage and I don't know if you caught that because sometimes 
when we read the second part of this section where it says, "greater is he that is in you 
than he that is in the world," we kind of miss that all 3 of our enemies are mentioned 
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there. "Greater is he that is in you." "You" meaning how we are made up of we have an 
old nature, we have a new nature. We have an enemy within us. "Greater is he that is in 
you than he," the little h, the devil, "that is in the world," which is our other enemy. All 3 
of them mentioned in this one passage and all 3 of them defeated. Defeated when? In this 
eternal vital union that Christ has with his people, that we have in Christ Jesus. That's 
where the victory is. You know, we have so many battles in time, I should say, as we 
walk along this earth and we have so many struggles in it but when the Lord takes you to 
what he has finished in eternity, when the Lord takes you to what he has done in you, that 
he is in you, that's where the victory is.

Now, we have established the fact that it happened in eternity. We have looked at 
Scriptures that have said that long before time was, the Lord made this union and this 
vital union. Vital meaning we can't have life without it. But in that union, we always 
think of a union with 2 things. So if we be in Christ, is that what we have? Is that just part 
of the union and that we're in Christ? No, the other part is that Christ is in us and that's 
the beauty of the union, the seed that is in us, and that's what Galatians 3:16 tells us, if 
you'll turn over there with me to Galatians 3:16. Galatians 3:16, we see this passage 
written, "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ." The promise that we 
have is in this seed that is in us, that dwells in us, because of this eternal vital union and 
that seed is Christ. I don't know how clearer you get than that and that is why the child of 
God has life in this life. It's because of him and that's why the child of God can overcome 
as we see in this passage, in this life because of him. Because of that seed that is in us, 
that seed that is the Lord Jesus Christ.

If we turn back over just a minute to our text, 1 John 4:4, "Ye are of God, little children, 
and have overcome them." As I said, it's a vital message because we do struggle against 
Satan and we're going to talk about that. And we do struggle against the world and we're 
going to talk about that. And we do struggle with our flesh and we're going to talk about 
that. But the victory is in this eternal vital union that is in Christ Jesus and that union is 
how we are in him before the foundation of the world and then how he is in us as we live 
in this life and there is no other way to live in this life but by him and by him alone. 
That's what Galatians 3:16 tells us that that seed is Christ.

Now, if you just look over a little bit from our text here, you look over here in 1 John 3 
and you look at verse 9 and John wrote this, he said, "Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin." We say, "Well wow, how is it we commit sin every day but what is born of 
God?" What is in the child of God that is born of God? What is it that's put into the child 
of God that is born of God? It's the seed. It's the new man in Christ Jesus that sinneth not.

"Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him." Vital 
union. Why is that so important? Dear ones, I think of this as the Lord impresses this 
upon me, this vital union, what I would be without it. If all I saw, if all that was revealed 
to me on this earth was what I was in myself and in my old nature, I would have no hope. 
I would have no victory. I would just be no better than the Arminian or the guy out in the 
world who says, "I can overcome. I can do this. I can just strive more. I can try harder. I 
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can achieve." And if that's all we have, if we don't have the seed of Christ in us, we're not 
in this vital union. We don't have this union. What we have is a union with Adam and 
that's it and a union with Adam in the flesh. But the union that the child of God has is in 
Christ, the second Adam. What a glorious union that is. That's where the victory is.

"Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God." As I told you, John throughout all of his writing 
here in his letters, it's always Christ centered from the standpoint of it's Christ in you. He 
has overcome. This is what Christ has done. Always pointing to Christ. "Paul, what did 
you point to?" Christ. "Peter, what did you write about?" Christ. Because that's their life. 
It's because they are possessed of Christ. Christ is in them.

"Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God." Born of God and that's the one thing before we 
turn to the second part of the passage, that is the one thing I hope the Lord impresses 
upon you today, that in this life, this life that we have today that we live, we live because 
of the life that we have in eternity, the life that was given to us, the life that the Lord was 
born in us and we were born in him. And you know, just to sit and try to rationalize that 
and try to wrap your head around it, you just can't. You can't. That's why the Gospel is a 
mystery, Paul said. It's hidden. Jesus said, "These things are hidden to the world." It's by 
the revelation of the Holy Spirit to reveal this union that we have. To reveal this life. And 
I don't know how to underscore or make it even more meaningful to you sitting in that 
seat that if this union is not your life, if it doesn't permeate your life, that's what the Holy 
Spirit keeps impressing upon me is this union, this union. I don't have a life outside it. I 
don't have a life without the Lord's voice. I don't have a life without the Lord's leading. I 
don't have anything without the Lord and what he has done. But through the Lord, I have 
all things. All things needful. All things sufficient for the soul, for life here, as a stranger 
and a pilgrim upon this earth.

Now, I'd like to direct our attention to the second part of the verse, "Ye are of God, little 
children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in 
the world." As I already alluded to, we have all 3 referenced enemies made here. We 
have the "you," we have the "he" being Satan who is in the world, and then we have "the 
world." We have all 3 of them working in perfect concert with one another. Why? Why? 
As they deny Christ, as they hate Christ, as the entire purpose of these enemies are to rob 
the child of God of what he has in Christ. To take that which he has but that's what I'm 
saying, where is the victory? Is the victory down here as we have a trial enter our life or 
we have a hardship or we have something come into our lives, is that where victory is? Is 
that where we have to go out and we have to figure out how we are going to get through 
this trial and how that is going to be a victory? How can the Lord deliver me in this? 
What do I need to do to do this? No, that's not where victory is. That's not where the life 
of the child of God is. At rest, I should say. And that is in the finished work of Christ. 
That is in the union of Christ.

So as I said, one of the hardest things was to whittle down the Scripture that we'll go to so 
I want to start today as we talk about the "you" part, "greater is he that is in you." That is 
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that seed. Greater is he that is in you, seed, then what the other part of you is. So let's talk 
about that. Let's start in Galatians 2 which is very familiar to us. We have been there a lot 
recently for what Paul had to say. But hopefully today we view it in light of this vital 
union, in light of what this means, this union that we have in Christ. Look at this in verse 
20, "I am crucified with Christ." Past tense. "I am crucified with Christ." When was he 
crucified with Christ? In the eternal vital union. We were born with him. We died with 
him. We were raised with him. We have ascended with him. That's what's in this union. 
That's where life is. 

That's what Paul said, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I." Well 
Paul, how is it that you live then? How is it that we go and is it departmental in your life? 
Well, okay, I've got Christ over here living and then I've got me over here living and then 
Christ has to work this out over here and then I'm going to come along and work this out 
over here. Paul says, "No. None of that. Because of this union, I am crucified with Christ 
and I live. I live because of this vital union." That's why it says vital because without it 
we are dead. 

"I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." That's the seed. That's the seed of this union. 
Christ liveth in me and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the," 
seed again, "I live by the faith of the Son of God." That's Christ. I live by Christ. "Who 
loved me, and gave himself for me." 

Then because of that he says, "I do not frustrate the grace of God." It's not frustrating. 
When I hear what the Lord Jesus Christ has done, it's not a frustrating thing to me to hear 
what his finished work is. I'm not out there running around trying to perform my own 
way. I'm not out there trying to work out things that the Lord has already done. 

"I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is 
dead in vain." What is that? What is that law? The law is where Adam is. Adam is slain 
by the law. Everything in the Adam nature puts the law upon us. But we have victory 
through Christ who has fulfilled that. Who was a substitute. Who was a perfect substitute.

Now, turn over to Romans 6:4. "Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death." What does that sound like to you? It sounds like that eternal vital union to me 
again where we are in Christ. 

"Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life." What is the newness of life? It's the vital union that we have in Christ. That's the 
newness of life. And as the Lord brings forth the birth and manifests that in time, the life 
that is Christ Jesus dwells in the child of God as a seed and he is the life. 

"For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death," there is the union 
again, "we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection," there is that vital union again. 
Without it, you won't experience any of those things.
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"Knowing this, that our old man," this is that enemy that's been destroyed, "is crucified 
with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed." And as we have heard in the last 
month or so and as we have said many times recently, what a victory that is, that the body 
of sin is destroyed but raised a new glorified body by adoption. What a blessing. What a 
victory again. Where is that victory? In the eternal vital union in Christ Jesus.

"That henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we 
be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him." Do you see that? If we 
be dead with Christ, what is that? That's union. We believe we shall also live with him. 
That's what Paul wrote about all throughout all of his letters and his epistles, what life 
living in Christ is and man wants you to quantify that. They want you to write it on a 
piece of paper. "Here, tell us what to do and we will live. Tell us what do you obey? 
What do you do? What do you not do? What is it that's good for you? What is it that's bad 
for you? Tell me what that is." But the child of God can't do that because the Spirit that 
lives within him, the seed that is implanted within him is life and that life is manifested to 
him in many diverse ways and it is manifested to him in the freedom to live in Christ 
Jesus in whatever way he calls and whatever way this union produces. What is the 
question then? Is he enough? Is the Lord enough? And in this union that he impresses 
upon his children, he shows them that he is more than enough. Not only more than 
enough, he's everything to them.

So, now that we've talked about the "you" part, now we go to the "he that's in the world." 
Because of this union, we have victory over he that is in the world. Where do we start this 
but in Hebrews 2. I was just going to read 14 and 15 but I'm going to back up one just for 
oneness one more time because I don't get enough of that. Verse 13 says, "And again, I 
will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given 
me." Do you see that? Do you see a union there? Do you see a oneness there? "Behold I 
and the children which God hath given me." Christ and his children.

"Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood." That's what we were in 
time. We were all born that way. Christ said, "Okay, I'm going to partake of that too." 
Why? Why is it so necessary? Well, we know that he suffered in every way that we will 
ever suffer. We know that he has gone first in every way that we will ever go because the 
sheep hear the Shepherd's voice and when he calls the sheep, the sheep then come. The 
sheep then walk.

"Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same." Then they are told why. Why? "That through death he might 
destroy him," now remember in this union, did we die with him? Are we there in his 
death? Do you take part in the death that he came to die to "destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil"? That's where the victory is. The victory is in this union. 
We died with him. Paul said that, "I die daily." I hope you die daily. I hope you are dying 
to this world. I hope you are dying to Satan's attacks and what I mean by that is you can 
recognize them. You can call out upon the name of the Lord as he enables, as he 
empowers. It's all of him.
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"That through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
And deliver them," what are we delivered in? Are we delivered in an event? Are we 
delivered in eternity? For me, just me as the Lord has quickened that to me and impressed 
that upon me, it's a far greater victory because, once again, it takes me out of it.

"And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." 
Isn't that so true? Isn't that specter of death something that just seems to hang over us? It 
seems to burden us? So where is the victory? Is it in a risen Lord? Yes. Is it in one who 
was crucified? Yes. Is it in this union that gave us claim and a right and a birthright to all 
of those things? Amen. It's in him.

Now, we're going back to 1 John again. Sorry we keep going back and forth to 1 John 
because we've already kind of read verse 8 but I want to read 7. No, we read verse 9 and I 
want to read 7, 8 and 9 because we have that for us here, this enemy being destroyed 
again. He said "Little children," there's that vital union again, "let no man deceive you, he 
that doeth righteousness is righteous." Why? Because we are already told because that 
seed is in him, it's the righteousness of Christ. 

"Even as he is righteous," that is Christ. "He that committed sin is of the devil for the 
devil sinneth from the beginning." I was reading an old writer this week and he said, 
"You know, those 2 things are synonymous: sin and the devil. They both came in at the 
same time, for the devil sinneth from the beginning. They both came in at the same time, 
they are both like one." Okay, well, I think I can understand that all little bit. 

"For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil." That's twice now. You've heard it from Paul in Hebrews, you've heard it from 
John in John, that the reason Christ was manifest was to destroy the works of the devil. 
Who is our antagonist? Who do Zechariah tell us that is in our ear antagonizing us and 
pointing the finger at us and accusing us day and night? Who is that? Who is that that 
always seems to be lurking there in the shadows telling you how you have sinned or how 
unworthy you are and tell you all the things that you should be doing and telling you all 
the things you have to do and telling you all the things you must do? Who is that? Is it a 
great victory to you to know that he has been defeated? And not only that he has been 
defeated but that you were part of him being defeated because you were in Christ in his 
death? Wow. That's a oneness. That's an experimental oneness that the Lord brings to the 
soul of his children to show them the victory that they have in him. 

"For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil." 

Last but certainly not least, we have the world. We don't have to turn far, all we've got to 
do is turn the page over to 1 John 5, "Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the 
world." We know that Satan works in perfect concert with the world and we know that 
our old nature does too but in 1 John 5, we read in verses 4 and 5, "For whatsoever is 
born of God," what is that again, dear ones? Eternal, vital union. He already told us over 
here in 4 what we read today, "ye are of God" now listen to this, 
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"For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory." What is 
the victory? "That overcometh the world, even our faith." What faith is that, did Paul say 
it was? It was the faith of the Son of God. What is that? It is the seed of Christ in us. 
What is the victory? Having Christ in us in this union. What is the victory? That we were 
in Christ in eternity. Do you see the beauty of it? Do you see the depth of it? Do you see 
as the Holy Spirit is pleased to bring that to the depths of our inner soul to show us what 
life is? And all of these things that we struggle with, how one by one, he destroyed them 
all and that we being in him were part of that victory. It's a oneness.

"Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God?" And the only ones who do that are those who are in him and those that are in this 
eternal vital union.

The last place we'll go today is back over in Galatians 6. But hold your finger there at the 
end of 1 John because we may come back there. Paul says this in Galatians 6:14, he said, 
"But God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." Was that 
a piece of wood? No, it's the finished work of Christ.

"By whom the world is crucified unto me." How is the world crucified to the children of 
God? It's because they are in Christ and Christ must crucify the world to them and he 
does. And sometimes it's in small measure and sometimes it's in larger measure but it's 
always in measure and that victory that we have over the the world is in this union. Paul 
said, "I glory in the finished work of Christ."

"By whom the world is crucified unto me," and look at the other side, that's union, "and I 
unto the world." As crucified unto me by Christ and as crucified in me by Christ. Both of 
them, in and out. What a precious thought and what a precious way.

Let's read our text one more time before we come to the end here and I hope the Holy 
Spirit has impressed upon you today the necessity and not only the necessity but the 
gloriousness that's in this eternal vital union and what does it mean for you there today? I 
hope as the Holy Spirit is pleased to lead us into the depth of it that he reveals that it truly 
is life, life in Christ. 

Our text is, "Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is 
he that is in you, than he that is in the world." And this letter that John wrote ends this 
way in verse 20, "And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an 
understanding that we may know him  that is truth," and we are in him that is truth. That's 
that union again and that's the only way this knowledge is given and it's the only way 
truth is there is being in the union of Christ, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true 
God and eternal life. That's where eternal life is is in this eternal vital union. 

Then he ends it with this injunction, "Little children, keep yourself from idols." Why do 
you say such a thing, John? Little children again, born of God. Why idols? Because the 
idols are the things that come in and cloud up the vision of the union. These are the things 
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that want to take away the blessed life that we have in the union of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
May he be pleased this morning to take us through the depths of what that really means to 
the praise and glory of him.

Dear heavenly Father and most gracious Lord, may you add thy power and thy clarity 
and, Lord, may you reveal thy work in thy children this day, the seed that remains in 
them that is of thee and the eternal vital union that we have in thee because of thee. In 
Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
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