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Romans 10:6, 7

But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not 
say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that 
is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead) (Romans 10:6, 7).

Introduction

In the early 80’s John Byrum and Bill Murray wrote a 
screenplay based upon a novel by W. Somerset Maugham entitled
The Razor’s Edge.  The story is about a man’s search for himself.  
Bill Murray plays Larry Darrell who enters into a series of 
disciplines and odysseys to find peace and salvation.  A tagline 
explained the book/movie’s title:

The pathway to salvation is as narrow and as 
difficult to walk as a razor's edge.

A line in the movie I found particularly engaging was when 
the main character, in his monastic pursuits, was meditating on 
the mountain peaks of India and arrived at the conclusion that 
“It's easy to be a holy man on top of a mountain.”  I took this to 
mean that when one is entirely isolated from the world, there are 
limited distractions or temptations.  By this standard, the veal is 
the holiest of animals.

The Value and Limitations of Environments
  

Certainly Christians should be aware and concerned about 
their environments—“Do not be deceived: Bad company 
ruins good morals” (1 Corinthians 15:33); the passage to 
which the Apostle Paul alludes in Romans 10:6, 7 is extracted 
from God’s concern through Moses of that very thing 
(Deuteronomy 30:11-14).  The delivered Israelites were not to be 
seduced by the gods of Egypt (where they had left) or the gods of 
the land they were to possess (Deuteronomy 18:14; 29:18).

There are no holy men on the tops of mountains—just men 
who are in an environment where their un-holiness is not easily 
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observed.  And journeys, as enjoyable and informative as they 
might be, will not provide the deep answers—there is no travel 
itinerary that is a pathway to salvation.  There may be good 
reasons to seek to alter your surroundings—to move from one 
place to another—but there is no journey that ends in redemption 
unless that journey is taken by those already redeemed.  “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 
1:7), it is not the conclusion of a quest. 

The Apostle Paul, somewhat roughly, appeals to the words of
Moses given toward the end of Deuteronomy prior to entering the 
Promised Land.  After setting before His people blessings and 
curses, He calls his people to “obey the voice of the Lord…to 
keep His commandments and statutes which are written in
this Book of the Law, and turn to the Lord…with all your 
heart and with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 30:9, 10).

We then see the quotation:

For this commandment which I command you 
today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far 
off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it 
to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13 Nor is it 
beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go
over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we 
may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very 
near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that 
you may do it (Deuteronomy 30:11-14).

The Israelites were not be overtaken by the allurements of 
their journeys.  I recall as a young man having endured some 
tragedies having an insatiable desire to go to New Zealand.  It 
had been described to me by a friend in college in such a way as 
to capture my imagination.  And I did go and spent quite a bit of 
time there.  And it was beautiful and I met some wonderful people
who I am still in contact with.  But it wasn’t as if I found some 
elusive message or mysterious wisdom in the waterfalls of Milford
Sound.  
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Two Books

It may be a profound observation by Augustine that, “The 
world is a book, and those who do not travel read only a 
page” but there are limitations on what that particular book—this
theatre of the world—can provide.  There is another book, a book 
Moses referred to as “this Book of the Law” containing 
commands and statutes—wisdom from heaven.  It is a Spirit-
inspired book that breaks the barriers of creaturely boundaries—
where the creature hears from the Creator.

There was a junior high school in Hermosa Beach when I was
growing up that actually had a passage from Scripture carved into
its exterior wall.  It is now a community center but I believe the 
passage remains.  It is from Proverbs 29:18.  They used the King 
James Version, which can easily be misunderstood, for it reads:

Where there is no vision, the people perish 
(Proverbs 29:18).

It would be very easy to understand that translation to 
encourage dreamers, those who would imagine great things and 
achieve them through their own innovation and ingenuity.  Not 
that there is anything inherently wrong with innovation and 
ingenuity.  But the English Standard Version captures that 
meaning with greater accuracy.

Where there is no prophetic vision (hazon speaks
of divine revelation) the people cast off restraint,
but blessed is he who keeps the law (Proverbs 
29:18).

The second half of the verse (which was left off of the 
school’s wall) brings the point of the verse into clearer focus.  
There is information that we need, that God has graciously 
provided, that we are inclined to ignore.

Hear the word of the Lord, O children of Israel, 
for the Lord has a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness 
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or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the
land; 2 there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, 
and committing adultery; they break all bounds, 
and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 3 Therefore the
land mourns, and all who dwell in it languish…6 

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge 
(Hosea 4:1-3, 6).

The despising of the information God graciously conveys is 
destructive, but the Apostle will soon give the other side—the 
good news—that the proclaiming of the information is life-giving, 
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God” (Romans 10:17).

The Significant Journey

No, there is no pilgrimage you can take that will grant you 
redemption or salvation, but the Scriptures—I daresay the central 
message of the Scriptures—very much speaks of a journey taken 
by the eternal Son of God.  It’s a journey containing events
—“things into which the angels long to look” (1 Peter 
1:12), where “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory” (John 1:14).  It is the journey that 
Christ Himself took when He “died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose 
again the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 
Corinthians 15:4) and “After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” 
(Hebrews 1:3) where “he always lives to make intercession 
for (us)” (Hebrews 7:25).

The Righteousness of Faith

It is not our journey but the journey of Christ that brings 
redemption.  And how does Paul communicate this?  He gives 
words, as it were, to “the righteousness of faith” as if it 
speaks.  And what does it say?  “Do not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend to heaven?’ (that is to bring Christ down 
from above).  Christ has ascended into heaven.  There is no 
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need to look farther.  That which is needed is complete.  Let us 
not seek to invalidate His accomplished work (that is to bring 
Christ down from above) by invoking others methods of 
redemption.  He is our ascended Priest and we need no other.

Paul continues, “or who will descend into the abyss?’ 
(that is, to bring up Christ from the dead) (Romans 10:7).  
Who will descend into the abyss is not to be asked because the 
abyss—that is death itself—has been conquered and will be fully 
vanquished at His return (1 Corinthians 15:26).  When Jesus 
taught that “everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die” (John 11:26), it wasn’t an empty promise.  The 
author of Hebrews writes:

But we see him who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned 
with glory and honor because of the suffering of 
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste
death for everyone (Hebrews 2:9).

When Paul writes “(that is, to bring up Christ from the 
dead)” he is not speaking of the resurrection but of seeking to 
remove His passion, His suffering by looking elsewhere for the 
satisfaction of it.  It’s has been said of this passage:

The benefit of Christ’s death and resurrection is 
now communicated to us by the gospel: there is 
then no reason for us to seek anything farther. 1

When the blind man of John 9 had been given sight and was 
consequently cast out of the synagogue, Jesus found him and 
asked him if he believed in the Son of Man.  “He answered, And
who is he, sir, that I may believe in him” (John 9:36)?  Jesus
didn’t tell him to seek Him in heaven or in the grave or over the 
sea.  “Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and it is he 
who is speaking to you” (John 9:37).  

The righteousness of faith tells us to believe and to confess.  
We will investigate in more detail what that means next time.  Let 
us now recognize that Jesus continues to speak to us—to come to 
1 Calvin, J. (1998). Romans (electronic ed., Ro 10:6). Albany, OR: Ages Software.
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us—by word and sacrament.  Let us set our hearts toward that as 
we come to His Table.

Questions for Study

1 Have you heard the phrase, ‘find yourself’?  What do you 
think it means (page 2)?

2 Should Christians be concerned about their environment?  
What was a concern for Israel regarding Egypt and Canaan?  
What are some examples today (pages 2, 3)?

3 Is there a journey man can take that ends in redemption?  
Explain (page 3)?

4 What are the limitations of what you can learn in a journey in
this life (page 3)?

5 What are the “two books” to which we have access?  What 
meant in Proverbs 29:18 where we read, “Where there is no 
vision, the people perish” (page 4)?

6 What journey should Christians concern themselves with?  
What journey redeems (page 5)?

7 What is the “righteousness of faith” and what does it say 
(pages 5, 6)?

8 Why should we not ask “who will ascend to heaven” or “who 
will descend to the abyss” (pages 5, 6)?
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