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Jeremiah 2:14-28 

You Brought This On Yourself 

 

14 " Is Israel a servant? Is he a homeborn slave? Why is he plundered? 

 15 The young lions roared at him, and growled; They made his land waste; His cities are burned, 

without inhabitant. 

 16 Also the people of Noph and Tahpanhes Have broken the crown of your head. 

 17 Have you not brought this on yourself, In that you have forsaken the LORD your God When He 

led you in the way? 

 18 And now why take the road to Egypt, To drink the waters of Sihor? Or why take the road to 

Assyria, To drink the waters of the River? 

 19 Your own wickedness will correct you, And your backslidings will rebuke you. Know therefore 

and see that it is an evil and bitter thing That you have forsaken the LORD your God, And the fear 

of Me is not in you," Says the Lord GOD of hosts. 

 20 " For of old I have broken your yoke and burst your bonds; And you said, 'I will not 

transgress,' When on every high hill and under every green tree You lay down, playing the harlot. 

 21 Yet I had planted you a noble vine, a seed of highest quality. How then have you turned before 

Me Into the degenerate plant of an alien vine? 

 22 For though you wash yourself with lye, and use much soap, Yet your iniquity is marked before 

Me," says the Lord GOD. 

 23 "How can you say, 'I am not polluted, I have not gone after the Baals'? See your way in the 

valley; Know what you have done: You are a swift dromedary breaking loose in her ways, 

 24 A wild donkey used to the wilderness, That sniffs at the wind in her desire; In her time of 

mating, who can turn her away? All those who seek her will not weary themselves; In her month 

they will find her. 

 25 Withhold your foot from being unshod, and your throat from thirst. But you said, 'There is no 

hope. No! For I have loved aliens, and after them I will go.' 

 26 " As the thief is ashamed when he is found out, So is the house of Israel ashamed; They and 

their kings and their princes, and their priests and their prophets, 

 27 Saying to a tree, 'You are my father,' And to a stone, 'You gave birth to me.' For they have 

turned their back to Me, and not their face. But in the time of their trouble They will say, 'Arise 

and save us.' 

 28 But where are your gods that you have made for yourselves? Let them arise, If they can save 

you in the time of your trouble; For according to the number of your cities Are your gods, O Judah. 

 

We instinctively feel sorry for people who are going through hard times. For instance, we might feel sorry 

for an individual whose house is being foreclosed on, but when we learn that the reason is that he gambled 

away all of his money, our sympathy tends to diminish. If someone wakes up feeling sick, you say awww, 

I’m sorry. But if they wake up feeling sick because of a hangover, you tend to think more along the lines 

of well, I’ll give you an alkaseltzer but “you brought this on yourself” 
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They were slaves to other nations now, they were in bondage to the Assyrians and the Egyptians but they 

hadn’t been born that way! The young Lions were probably a reference to the Assyrians. Are lions 

something to be played with? Yet they did so! Noph – Memphis, Taphanes – was another city in Egypt, 

Sihor was a reference to the Nile - Egypt, Euphrates – Assyria. 

 

 

Why go to drink from their rivers when they had their own fountain? But she had broken the yoke, a 

reference to the covenant that bound her to God and gone lusting after and serving other gods They made 

a rod for their own back, their own wickedness will chasten them – sin is its own reward and the wages of 

sin is death.  

 

They played the harlot - a reference to the ritual prostitution that was part of the worship of baal and 

asherah. 

Their age was totally preoccupied not only with spiritual adultery but with all forms of licentiousness and 

fornication. Not too terribly different from our own age. 

 

But then as now the actually harlotry was merely a symptom of the spiritual harlotry. Their problem was a 

lusting after false gods, idols, anything that would please them. 

 

The image of a vine is used here and elsewhere for Israel: 

 

Isaiah 5:2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, And planted it with the choicest vine. He built a 

tower in its midst, And also made a winepress in it; So He expected it to bring forth good grapes, But it 

brought forth wild grapes. 

 3 " And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, Judge, please, between Me and My 

vineyard. 

 4 What more could have been done to My vineyard That I have not done in it? Why then, when I 

expected it to bring forth good grapes, Did it bring forth wild grapes? 

 5 And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it shall 

be burned; And break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 

 6 I will lay it waste; It shall not be pruned or dug, But there shall come up briers and thorns. I will 

also command the clouds That they rain no rain on it." 

 

Jesus also uses this image of God as the Vineyard owner, why did it not bring forth grapes? They were 

supposed to bring forth the fruit of good works, and yet their fruit was abominable, degenerate. Have you 

ever gone to the super market and bought a bunch of grapes and you get home and you pop one in your 

mouth and you expect that sweat taste, and instead what get is just an awful bitter taste. The whole bunch 

is worthless, not good for anything. 

 

They had become unclean before God, the stain of their sins clung to them and who could wash it away?  

 

There is that reminder here of the scene in Macbeth when Lady Macbeth sleep walking constantly rubs 

her hands trying to wash away the blood of King Duncan whom she encouraged her husband to murder, 

no matter how many times she washes she cannot wash away the guilt. 

 

God pleads with them, why are you wearing out your shoes running after strange gods, making yourself 

thirsty looking for water where there is none. The pleading here is full of pathos, full of emotion, like a 

parent pleading with their child why will you not stop drinking and doing drugs you will never find the 

happiness you are seeking in that way, it’s the law of diminishing returns the more you do, the more you 
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need the next time, and it never leaves you content, or happy, or truly satisfied. It is like a banquet that 

makes you hungrier the more you eat. It is like drinking salt water to satisfy your thirst, the more you 

drink the thirstier you become. But like the addict or the alcoholic  - I don’t know if you’ve ever 

encountered this kind of person they say, “I can’t stop, I know its wrong but I have to do it, don’t try to 

stop me” or the person who will not hear you when you try to tell them, the person you are pursuing is no 

good. Ah, but I must, for I love them!  

 

So they go after idols, worthless things of their own creation, bowing down before idols carved by men’s 

hands. Saying to the idol of wood, you are my father, to the fertility goddess carved of stone, you gave 

birth to me! 

 

But then when their enemies come upon them, and they cry out to them in trouble but they are nothing so 

they cannot hear. They are like the Prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel: 

 

1 Kings 18:26 So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and called on the 

name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But there was no voice; no one 

answered. Then they leaped about the altar which they had made. 

 27 And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is 

meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened." 

 28 So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood 

gushed out on them. 

 29 And when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice. 

But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention. 

 

Keep your finger there, we’ll go back to it in a moment. 

 

Their gods do not exist, so they are powerless to help. In the Exodus, God had shown in the ten plagues 

that He brought upon Egypt that the so-called gods of the Egyptians were powerless by humiliating them 

one by one. Even the mightiest of their gods, Ra, the sun god’s rays were utterly blotted out when God 

brought darkness on the land. But that wasn’t the last time God had done something like that before 

Israel, time and again he had shown them that the gods of the nations were powerless, pulling down the 

temple of Dagon the god of the Philistines, breaking his statue, destroying the altars of Baal, cutting down 

the Asherah poles, even demonstrating on Mt. Carmel in front of all Israel that only he could hear and 

answer: 

 

1 Kings 18:36 And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the 

prophet came near and said, "LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that 

You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. 

 37 "Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the LORD God, and that You 

have turned their hearts back to You again." 

 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and 

the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. 

 39 Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, "The LORD, He is God! The 

LORD, He is God!" 

 

Now we might look at that and say HOW FOOLISH these people were to turn away from such a good 

and powerful good and go after idols that destroyed their hearers and to plunge into sinful and disobedient 

practices that bring only destruction. BUT I ASK YOU HAVEN’T WE, AS A NATION, DONE THE 

SAME THING?? 
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We make fun of them, but in our schools the God of the Bible has been entirely ejected. Teachers can’t 

even pray before a meal in the name of Christ without the ACLU descending upon them like a plague of 

locusts. But that doesn’t mean there is no religion in public schools, far from it! Who do they worship 

Mother Nature! What it the great holy day our children observe “Earth Day.” We teach our children that 

they are the product of self-created inanimate matter, that magically came to life, and over billions of 

years, evolved into men. We teach our children to say to a tree, 'You are my father,' And to a stone, 

'You gave birth to me.'  And we teach them to turn their back on the God who created them. And we all 

shrug and say there is nothing we can do, there is no hope, we have loved aliens and after them we must 

go. 

 

But what has all this idol worship gotten us? Every year, our society is more degenerate, more uncivilized, 

more violent, more unhappy, and we wear ourselves out running from fad to fad. New age religion, Feng 

Shui, Meditation, Wicca, Buddhism, Islam, Druidism, Earth Worship, Feminism, Atheism, Socialism, 

Jedi – on the 2001 UK Census about 400,000 people listed Jedi as their religion. And we too are enslaving 

ourselves to foreign powers just as Israel sought for help from predators like Egypt and Assyria, we seek 

for help from predatory lenders like China – Prov. 22:7 The rich rules over the poor, And the borrower 

is servant to the lender. We look for help there, and it only makes us worse. We cry out to our idols in 

our time of difficulty and they cannot hear us. We are alone, because we will not repent and turn back to 

the God of our salvation. Who is to blame for the state of America? We are! We have brought this on 

ourselves!  

 

God assured Israel, there was no hope for them unless they turned back to him, and I tell you this, there is 

NO HOPE for America unless as a nation, we do the same. If you think that the 2010 election will save 

America, I have news for you, you have put your confidence in princes and rulers of men, and they cannot 

save you. Washington’s problem isn’t that there aren’t enough Republicans, or Democrats, or 

Libertarians, the problem is that there aren’t enough men who fear God, Love Christ, and Hate Sin.  

 

Application: But what of you? The Israelites ran far from God, and brought disaster on themselves. Truly 

God could say to them YOU HAVE NO ONE TO BLAME BUT YOURSELF. What of you? Have you 

run from God? 

 

Luke 15:11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 

 12 "And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' 

So he divided to them his livelihood. 

 13 "And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and 

there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 

 14 "But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 

 15 "Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed 

swine. 

 16 "And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him 

anything. 

 17 "But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread 

enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 

 18 'I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

before you, 

 19 "and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants." ' 

 20 "And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and 

had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 

 21 "And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.' 
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 22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on 

his hand and sandals on his feet. 

 23 'And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 

 24 'for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry. 

 

Until you get up and leave the pig sty things will NOT improve! You are not going to “get better” where 

you are. 

 

How can you do that, how can you come back to God? By Going to church, by clean living, by being 

baptized, by going to a rally? No the only way we can go to the father is through the Son:  

Matthew 11:27 "All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except 

the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to 

reveal Him. 

 28 "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

 29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. 

 30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
 

 


