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Introduction 

1. This text develops the final triumph of God’s justice and grace. 

“The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for 

rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small 

and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth” (11:18).  

2. The throne scene comes from Daniel 7:9–12.  

“As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was 

white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels 

were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand 

thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in 

judgment, and the books were opened.  

“I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I 

looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. As 

for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a 

season and a time” (Dan. 7:9–12). 

First Corinthians 6:2 and 3 may refer to the beasts (kings, see Dan. 7:17) whose lives were 

prolonged.  

“Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by 

you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? Do you not know that we are to judge angels?”  

3. All judgment has been committed to Christ.  

“The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the 

Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 

Father who sent him” (John 5:22, 23). 

“And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not 

marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and 

come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil 

to the resurrection of judgment” (John 5:27–29).  

4. There is but one fixed day on which final judgment will fall.  

“I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they 

speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned”  

(Matt. 12:36, 37). 

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a 

man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead” (Acts 17:30, 31). 

5. This whole gospel age is to be regarded as a judgment period ending on the final day.  



“Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when 

I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself” (John 12:31, 32). 

I. The Throne Scene  

1. The throne is white, the color of purity, victory, and vindication.  

“Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and 

they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. The one who conquers will be clothed 

thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his 

name before my Father and before his angels” (Rev. 3:4, 5; see 6:11, 19:11). 

2. The Judge is seated.  

In one sense, the Judge is the Father (Dan. 7:9; Rom. 14:10), but we have seen that judgment 

is committed to the Son. It is very likely that both sit on the throne with the Son doing the 

actual judging. 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 

what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil” (2 Cor. 5:10; see Matt. 

25:31; 2 Tim. 4:1; 1 Pet. 4:5).  

3. Creation’s response to the throne is to flee away from the presence of the holy One.  

It flees because creation is sin-polluted.  

This means that it will be destroyed (2 Pet. 3:10) and a new creation will replace it (Rev. 

21:1).  

This day is also referenced in the sixth seal (6:12ff), but there it is the terrified kings and 

powerful ones who flee to the rocks and caves in order to escape the wrath of the Lamb.  

The point is that there will be found no place to flee or to hide. All must present themselves 

before the Judge of all the earth. 

“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne” (v. 12). 

That will be a terrifying day!  

II. The Books  

1. The allusion, again, is to Daniel 7:10. 

There are two sets of books: the books of works and the book of life (see Dan. 12:1, 2).  

Everyone will be judged according to his/her works (Matt. 25:31–46; Rom. 2:6–10; 1 Cor. 

3:12ff; 2 Cor. 12:15; 1 Pet. 1:17; Rev. 2:2).  

2. The determining factor, however, is not works but whether one’s name is found in the book 

of life. 

“Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with 

me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are 

in the book of life” (Phil. 4:3). 

“But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written 

in the book” (Dan. 12:1).  



All will worship the beast—“everyone whose name has not been written before the 

foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain” (Rev. 12:8). 

Only God’s elect are recorded in the book of life. These are the ones the Father gave to the 

Son in order that He might give them eternal life (John 17). 

These only will not follow the beast (Rev. 17:8) because Christ has died for them in order to 

give them eternal life and to secure them unto the end.  

III. The Death of Death  

1. The general resurrection of all the dead is depicted in verse 13 (see John 5:28; Dan. 12:2).  

The “sea” is a reference to the realm of evil (13:1; 15:2). 

Death and Hades is a reference to demonic powers (6:8). 

The bodies of dead saints remain under the power of death until the resurrection (1 Cor. 

15:50–57).  

2. This text clearly shows the victory that Jesus finally wins over death, the last enemy (1 Cor. 

15:24–28). 

3. The lake of fire is the final destination for punishment  of the wicked, both angelic and 

human (14:10, 11; 20:10). 

It is called the second death because none there can ever die physically again; so it refers to 

eternal spiritual suffering (not annihilation). 

It is a place of existence outside the presence of God. 

“And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake 

of fire” (v. 15). 

Is your name recorded in the book of life?  

Application  

1. Jesus warned all in Matthew 10— 

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell” (v. 28). 

Jesus used a special term that is here translated hell. It is the word Gehenna and refers to a 

valley outside of Jerusalem where perpetual fires consumed the garbage from the city.  

Jesus preached more about hell than about heaven. 

Many have difficulty understanding the balance between God’s love and His unbending 

justice. 

Some question God’s punishment of the wicked in hell because they do not have a proper 

understanding of the seriousness of sin or of the holy purity and perfection of God. 

God is loving but also just. Jesus paid the debt of all who are in Him. That is the only way 

any escape eternal damnation. 

2. We were created in Christ Jesus for good works (Eph. 2:10) for which we will be judged. 



“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works (Heb. 10:24; see 

James 2:14, 17). 

Salvation is by grace alone, but that same saving grace also enables the necessary works that 

identify one who is a new creation in Christ. 

Believing and obeying are the twin signs of a truly redeemed saint.  

Each one of us must necessarily and carefully examine his/her own life and take inventory of 

the works that must accompany faith (Eph. 2:10). 

“Those who have believed in God [must] be careful to devote themselves to good works. . . . 

And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent 

need, and not be unfruitful” (Titus 3:8, 14). 

 


