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For Joy with Roots 
Being Joyfully Plundered 

Hebrews 10:32–39 

May 18, 2014 

Sermon Outline 
Notes: 

I. Children’s Sermon: Do God’s Promises Feel 
Believable? 
A.  What are Some of God’s Promises? 
B. God’s Promise to Israel in Egypt… 
C. God’s Promises when Solomon Built the 

First Temple… 
D. God’s Promise to Zerubbabel & Joshua… 

Haggai 2:4–9a 
4
 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the Lord. 

Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 

priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares 

the Lord. Work, for I am with you, declares the Lord 

of hosts, 
5
 according to the covenant that I made 

with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit 

remains in your midst. Fear not. 
6
 For thus says the 

Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will 

shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the 

dry land. 
7
 And I will shake all nations, so that the 

treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill 

this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. 
8
 The 

silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord 

of hosts. 
9
 The latter glory of this house shall be 

greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts. … 

Key Idea 
When everything looks small and impossible God 

calls his people to believe that their inheritance is 

both glorious and close. 

Haggai 2:9b 

…And in this place I will give peace, declares the 

Lord of hosts.’ ” 
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II. So Too with Christ 
A. The Power of God through Weakness 

1 Corinthians 1:22–25 
22

 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23

 

but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

Jews and folly to Gentiles, 
24

 but to those who are 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 
25

 For the foolishness of 

God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men.  

 

What Pilate Said to Gaius
1
 

 

B. The Same Pattern for His Body 

Hebrews 10:32–34 
32

 But recall the former days when, after you were 

enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with 

sufferings, 
33

 sometimes being publicly exposed to 

reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners 

with those so treated. 
34

 For you had compassion on 

those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the 

plundering of your property, since you knew that 

you yourselves had a better possession and an 

abiding one. 

Key Idea 

The joy of our inheritance is so glorious and close 

that we can gladly release our hold on our worldly 

possessions, (even when they are stolen unjustly). 

C. The Need for Endurance 

Hebrews 10:35–38 
35

 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, 

which has a great reward.
 36

 For you have need of 

endurance, so that when you have done the will of 

God you may receive what is promised. 
37

 For, “Yet a 

                                                 
1
 Excerpt from the sermon “What Pilate Said One Midnight” by Frederick 

Speakman. It is included in the book The Twentieth Century Pulpit 
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little while, and the coming one will come and will 

not delay; 
38

 but my righteous one shall live by faith, 

and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in 

him.” 

1. Warning: “If he shrinks back, my soul 
has no pleasure in him” 

Ezekiel 18:24 
24

 But when a righteous person turns away from his 

righteousness and does injustice… 

2. God is not Slow: “Yet a little while…” (Cf. 
Haggai 2:6) 

Hebrews 12:26–29 
26

 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he 

has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only 

the earth but also the heavens.” 
27

 This phrase, “Yet 

once more,” indicates the removal of things that are 

shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order 

that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 
28

 

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom 

that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 

acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 
29

 for 

our God is a consuming fire.  

 

D. Everything Hinges on Our Relationship with 
God 

Hebrews 10:39 
39

 But we are not of those who shrink back and are 

destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve 

their souls. 

 

Hebrews 11:1 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen. 

Key Idea 

Our inheritance is both glorious and close! We do not 

have to fear the evil nor cling to the good. 
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III. Application 
A. Find this Joy of Knowing God 
B. Fear no Evil 

1 Peter 4:12–16 
12

 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when 

it comes upon you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you. 
13

 But rejoice insofar 

as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also 

rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 
14

 If 

you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 

upon you. 
15

 But let none of you suffer as a murderer 

or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 
16

 Yet if 

anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 

ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  

 

C. Hold what is Good Loosely 
Revelation 21:22–26 
22

 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 

Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
23

 And the city 

has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 

glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
24

 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of 

the earth will bring their glory into it, 
25

 and its gates 

will never be shut by day—and there will be no night 

there. 
26

 They will bring into it the glory and the 

honor of the nations.  

 


