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“Abide in me, and I in you, as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 
vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.” John 15:4

This message continues our examination of the “I AM” statements made by Christ and recorded 
in the gospel of John. He said “I am the bread of life” (6:35) to the multitudes who followed 
Him, thus affirming that He is the source of all life and nourishment for the soul. 

He said “I am the light of the world” (8:12) to the Pharisees who fought against Him, presenting 
Himself is the one who illumines the human heart and mind. To the same religious class He 
taught, “I am the door” (10:7), signifying that He is the only entrance into the kingdom of God. 
He also told them, “I am the good shepherd” (10:11), the only guide and Savior for His sheep.

At Lazarus’ grave He told Martha, “I am the resurrection, and the life” (11:25), affirming that He 
is the source of life, the conqueror of death and the grave. He told His disciples the same, 
affirming, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (14:6). Within hours, perhaps minutes, He said 
to them, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman” (15:1). In this He spoke of the 
union of Christ and all of His people.

That union began when they were “chosen . . . in him before the foundation of the world” (Eph. 
1:4). It continued when Christ took their nature, was “made like unto his brethren” and “took on 
him the seed of Abraham” (Heb. 2:9-18; Rom. 8:3). Though sinless, He was united with them in 
the effects of sin’s curse, bearing their griefs, sorrows and sins in His sinless body (Isa. 53:5-12; 
John 1:29; I Peter 2:24). They were united with Christ in crucifixion, thus Paul wrote “I am 
crucified with Christ” (Ga. 2:20); and in His resurrection: they are “risen with Christ” (Col. 3:1; 
Eph. 2:1-7). Christ’s righteousness is theirs (Rom. 3:21-26; 4:1-12), and ultimately they will be 
glorified with Christ (Rom. 8:17-30). By means of sanctification they are now being transformed 
into Christ’s likeness (II Cor. 3:18).

Three events give insight regarding why Christ exhorted the disciples to abide in Him. First, He 
was leaving them by way of crucifixion. Everything about this event would work against 
identifying with Jesus. “Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered” (Zech. 13:7). 
Afterward, He would depart by ascending into heaven. He had just told them, “I go to prepare a 
place for you” (John 14:2), and urged them not to be troubled by His going.

Second, Judas had just defected to Christ’s enemies. Judas would demonstrate what Jesus meant 
when He warned of destruction for branches that did not abide in the vine. Third, persecution 
would come upon the disciples, tempting them to abandon their identity with Christ (15:18-25).

Three things were needed to reinforce their union with Christ: (1) His word (15:3, 7, 10, 12, 15, 
20, 22, 25); (2) divine love and their love for one another (15:9-14); and (3) the witness and 
teaching by the Holy Spirit (15:26-27). This demonstrates the necessity of reading, heeding and 
meditating upon God’s Word, the importance of identifying and fellowshipping with God’s 
people, and the vitality of the Holy Spirit’s ministry of teaching. The Spirit’s ministry is wrought 
through the Scriptures and the assembly of believers. By these we abide in Christ.


