
Why Are There So Many 
Hypocrites in the 

Church? 
1 Jn. 1:5-10 
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us.


Why do some people “think” there are hypocrites in the church?


“Hypocrite” – to wear a mask; to cover or hide the true identity


1. Exposure to self-righteousness. 

Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is 
in your own eye?  
Matt. 7:30


You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take the speck out of your brother’s eye.  (5)


“This is Robert, he hits everyone. This is Stephen. He never listens to the teacher. This 
is Mark, He chases us and is very noisy.” Pointing to his own picture, Andrew  said, 
“And this is me. I’m just sitting here minding my own business.”


2. Confronted with inconsistencies. 

Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath 
untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it away to water it?” 
Lk. 13:15




And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham who Satan bound for 18 yrs. Be 
loosed from this bond on the Sabbath Day?  (16)


3. Defensive concerning their need for repentance. 

… beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
Lk. 12:1


Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known  (2)


Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you 
have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops.  (3)


A key aspect of sin is “cover-up” 
	 We tend to- 
	 . Minimize sin 
	 . Redefine sin 
	 . “Spin” it for our benefit 
	 . Blame others for our sin


“We are not afraid of the truth but we are afraid of the pain getting to the truth.”  C.S. 
Lewis


Are there hypocrites in the church?


1. Yes – Many people attend and participate, but are not truly 
walking with Christ.  
… the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field.  
 
Matt. 13:24

So when the plants came up and bore grain then the weeds appeared also… (26)

Let both grow together until the harvest. (30) 

The field is the world and good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the 
sons of the evil one. (38)

And the enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the age and the 
reapers are angels.    (39)

-

2. Yes – At any given time a Christ-follower can give the 
appearance of hypocrisy by our wrong choices.  

For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want but I do the very 
thing I hate. Rom. 7:15




Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law that it is good. 
(16)

So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
(17)

For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is in my flesh, for I have the desire to 
do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. (18)

For I do not do the good I want but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing.    (19)

Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.   
(20)


“Hypocrisy is hideous. What cancer is to the body is hypocrisy to the church. It is a 
killing agent. Unfortunately, hypocrisy is also addictive… And even though Jesus 
reserved His most severe words of condemnation for the hypocrite, we still seem to 
prefer that lifestyle to truth and authenticity.”   
John R.W. Stott 


“I have more trouble with  
D. L Moody than any other  
I know.”  
D. L Moody


3. No! The genuine follower of Christ knows their complete 
dependence on… 

. God’s grace for them. 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, … it was not I, but the grace of God that is 
with me. 
 1 Cor. 15:10


. God’s daily forgiveness in them. 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 1 Jn. 1:9


We do not claim to be perfect – 
 We do claim to be forgiven!


Full confession – full forgiveness – full cleansing. 


“Put your dirty clothes in this every night. At the end of the week, wash them at the 
laundromat.”

To save a little time, I threw the duffel bag in the washer, ….  
A loud “thump, thump, thump.”




“ I watched you load your washer. I think the clothes would get cleaner if you took 
them out of the bag.”


. God’s continual work on them. 

… predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son.  
Rom. 8:29


Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
Ps. 51:10


Then I will teach transgressors your ways and sinners will return to you. (18)

We need to be willing to take off our masks and then we know God’s grace for 
ourselves and then we know God’s grace for others. 



