
Intro to Systematic Theology 

Why Theology is Important: 

The word theology is comprised of two Greek words: Theos (“God”) and logos 

(“word/matter/study”), and thus means “the study of God.” 

 Thus Christians who say that theology is not important are really saying 

studying who God is and what He has done is not important. 

Our Theology “Textbook” 

Though from time to time we will be referencing what others have taught on 

various subjects, the only way we can really study who the true God is and what 

He has done is to study the Bible. 

Because Eve listened to the voice of the great deceiver instead of listening to the 

word of God, and because Adam listened to the voice of his wife, they fell into sin, 

bringing the entire race of humanity with them (cf. Rom. 5:12, 18a). 

 One of the most grievous effects of ‘the Fall’ is that sin has corrupted our 

minds (including reason, intuition, and perception). 
 

- Before sin corrupted Adam and Eve’s mind, they were able to have 

unhindered fellowship and relation with their Creator. 
 

 Since our reason has been corrupted, we no longer are able to 

“find” God; therefore, our only hope of “knowing” Him is for Him 

to reveal Himself to us. 
 

 Hence, the argument of Rom. 1:16 in light of vv.17-21. 
 

 Deut. 29:29 – “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the 

things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we 

may do all the words of this law.” 
 

 2 Tim. 3:16-17 – “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that 

the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 



In God’s infinite wisdom, He has most clearly revealed Himself through the 

revelation we have recorded in the Bible.1 

And so, if we want to study who God is and what He has done, we must always 

and immediately turn to the Word of God. 

 If we do not, we will inevitably find ourselves ‘crafting’ for ourselves a ‘god’ 

in our own image (cf. Exo. 32:1-6). 
 

- Too often we think that the true God, the LORD, is “like us” (Psa. 50:21). 
 

 Therefore, when we speak of God, we must not preface anything we 

say with “I think”, or “I really feel.” 

No. We must humbly, unashamedly and unhesitatingly say “Thus says the LORD”! 

 And the only way we can say this with confidence is when we are properly 

interpreting and quoting His Word as revealed to us. 
 

- Cf. Israel’s folly in Isa. 8:11-22. 
 

 In rejecting God’s revelation of Himself [they didn’t like what they 

‘saw’], they become just like the pagan and idolatrous nations. 
 

 Isa. 44:9-20 is more relevant to us today than we might think! 

WHY we need to study theology: 

Because Satan’s primary methodology in opposing the kingdom of God is by 

twisting and perverting the Word of God. 

 It began in Genesis 3, and he really hasn’t changed his strategy all that 

much since (if it works, why fix it, right?). 

Many Christians, because they do not study their Bibles, are easy prey for his 

doubt-inspiring assaults. 

                                                           
1
 As we will see in a later study, God has also revealed Himself in and through the creation. However, this “general” 

revelation is not a saving revelation, as it does not reveal to us our sin, nor of God’s plan to save sinners through 
the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ (cf. Rom. 1:16-32). 



 Gen. 3:1 – “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the 

field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God actually 

say, “You shall not eat of any tree in the garden”?’” 

How is the only way we can adequately refute such libellous accusations against 

God? 

 “To the teaching and to the testimony!” (Isa. 8:20) 

The best way to spot a counterfeit is to know the original; the best way to spot a 

lie is to know the truth. 

This is why we must study theology. 

 Matt. 24:24 – “For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform 

great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.” 
 

 1 John 4:1 – “Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by 

the Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from 

God. For there are many false prophets in the world.” (NLT) 
 

 2 John 7 – “For many deceivers have gone out into the world.” 
 

 Jude 3-4 – “Dear friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about 

the salvation we all share. But now I find that I must write about something 

else, urging you to defend the faith that God has entrusted once for all time 

to his holy people. I say this because some ungodly people have wormed 

their way into your churches, saying that God's marvelous grace allows us 

to live immoral lives. The condemnation of such people was recorded long 

ago, for they have denied our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” (NLT) 
 

 Recall that 4 of the 7 churches in Revelation 2-4 are rebuked by Jesus for 

their proneness and willingness to believe false teachings. 

And the reason false teaching is so dangerous is because we always live out what 

we think and believe to be truth. 

 What we believe and how we live are inseparably connected! 
 



- 1 Thes. 4:3-5 – the reason why the Gentiles live as they do is because 

they “do not know God.” 
 

- Eph. 4:17-24 
 

- Gal. 4:8-9 – “Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved 

to those that by nature are not gods. But now that you have come to 

know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again 

to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose 

slaves you want to be once more?” 

And so, if we desire to live rightly for God, we must first think rightly about God. 

This is why theology is so important.  


