
Sunday Morning, May 22, 2016
You Are Deceived, But Here’s The Remedy

Hebrews 3:12-15

I. Understand the Diagnosis of All Sin Is Deception   Heb. 3:13 
A. How Does Sin Deceive You?

1. Sin Deceives: as to the Definition of Sin - What Is Sin 
Gen. 3:13;  Tit. 3:3

2. Sin Deceives: as to the Evil of Sin - of its Heinousness
Jas. 1:21;  Isa. 30:22;  Nah. 1:14;  Zech. 11:8; Jas. 4:9; Zech 12:10;  Eph. 4;19

3. Sin Deceives: as to the Power of Sin - its Control over You
Gal. 6:7;  Gen. 4:7

4. Sin Deceives: as to the Pleasure of Sin 
Ps. 16:11;  Ps. 119:103;  Heb. 11:25;  Lk. 15:17

5. Sin Deceives: as to the Cost of Sin
Prov. 6:27-33;  Matt. 16:26;  Rev. 21:8;  Ezek. 18:4

B. Why Does Sin Attempt to Deceive You?
1. To Make You a Slave to Sin

Prov. 5:22;  Rom. 6:16

2. To Destroy You
Heb. 3:13;  Jas. 1:15;  Prov. 1:17,  5:4,  7:22,  7:23,  23:32,  25:28

II. Understand the Remedy for Deception Is God’s Truth
A. Watch Yourself Using Truth of God’s Word

Heb. 3:12; 4:1; 3:14;  Prov. 4:23; Heb. 4:11-13;  Jn. 16:1

B. Watch One Another Speaking Truth of God’s Word
Heb. 3:13; Rom. 5:12
1. Let Yourself Be Encouraged Daily 

2. Take Responsibility for Others. Encourage One Another Daily   3:13
a. Each Has a Responsibility to Watch for All   1 Cor. 12:26

b. Each Has a Responsibility to Watch for Unbelief

c. Each Has a Responsibility to Watch All the Time   Rom. 15:14

Quotes:

“Satan tempts first unto what is evil. Then he tempts God’s people to think that their temptation is no
temptation” William Bridge



"Whatever weakens your reason impairs the tenderness of your conscience, obscursed your sense of God, or
takes off the relish of spiritual things- whatever increases the authority of your body over your mind- that
thing, to you, is sin" Charles Wesley's mother wrote in his Bible

"He that hath slight thoughts of sin never had great thoughts of God." John Owen

“Remember Lot’s wife.  But you may say, what did she?  She but looked back, and could not go straight on in
the way with her husband.  Hence you may take this lesson, that God doth not account of things as we do.  He
accounts that a great sin which we account but a little one.” John Livingstone

“As by nature we are prone to fall into evil, we have need of various helps to help us in the fear of God. Unless
our faith is repeatedly encouraged, it lies dormant; unless it is warmed, it grows cold; unless it is aroused, it
gets numb. [the writer of Hebrews] therefore wishes them to stimulate one another by mutual encouragement,
so that Satan will not steal into their hearts and by his falsehoods lead them away from God.” John Calvin

“Believers have a corporate and an individual responsibility to care for the spiritual well-being of their fellow
men. They must consider this responsibility a holy obligation and exhibit utter faithfulness.” 
 Simon Kistemaker

“Eternal security is a community project. Not just prayer, not just worship, not just the sacraments, not just
Bible reading, but daily exhortation from other believers is God's appointed means to enable you to hold your
first confidence firm to the end.”  John Piper

“Christianity is not an individual but a team endeavor. So if we do not know the nature of our fellow believers’
struggles, and if we do not share ours with them, then we will never be able to follow through with this
command.” Phillips

“Confessing our sin to one another breaks the cycle of self-deception. A man who confesses his sins in the
presence of a brother knows that he is no longer alone with himself; he experiences the presence of God in the
reality of the other person.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer, from Life Together

“The more isolated a person is, the more destructive will be the power of sin over him, and the more deeply he
becomes involved in it, the more disastrous is his isolation. Sin wants to remain unknown. It shuns the light. In
the darkness of the unexpressed it poisons the whole being of a person.” 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, from Life Together

“If a Christian is in the fellowship of confession with a brother, he will never be alone again, anywhere.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, from Life Together

“If somebody asks [a Christian], Where is your salvation, your righteousness? he can never point to himself.
He points to the Word of God in Jesus Christ, which assures him of salvation and righteousness. He is as alert
as possible to this Word. Because he daily hungers and thirsts for righteousness, he daily desires the redeeming
Word . . . But God has put this Word into the mouth of men in order that it may be communicated to other
men. When one person is struck by the Word, he speaks it to others. God has willed that we should seek and
find His living Word in the witness of a brother, in the mouth of a man. Therefore, the Christian needs another
Christian who speaks God's Word to him. He needs him again and again when he becomes uncertain and
discouraged, for by himself he cannot help himself without belying the truth. He needs his brother man as a
bearer and proclaimer of the divine word of salvation. He needs his brother solely because of Jesus Christ. The
Christ in his own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, from Life Together


