
The Coming of Christ, Part I 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 9:1-2           Hymn #2 (Supp)-  O How I Love Jesus 
1st Scripture:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11        Hymn Insert-  Come, People of the Risen King 
2nd Scripture:  2 Thessalonians 2:1-4                Hymn #547-  My Jesus I Love Thee 

Introduction: 

 Having penned his customary opening, and having expressed his heartfelt thanksgiving 

and prayer on behalf of the Thessalonians, Paul now moves into the very heart of his letter, here 

in chapter 2.  It is here that we will find Paul's main purpose for writing this letter.  And it is here 

that we will find the most difficult content of the letter.  To be sure, I do hold a position on what 

Paul is speaking about here, and inevitably, some of that will come out.  However, my desire is to 

tread carefully, focusing more on the specific purpose of all that Paul is saying, rather than 

identifying all of the descriptive details that he gives us.  I want to avoid merging too far into a 

discourse on eschatology.  However, if you are interested in traveling down that course, I have 

addressed this text pretty thoroughly in my preaching through Revelation, and in the two or three 

Sunday School classes that I taught, addressing why the Reformers believed that the Pope is the 

antichrist.  We have all of those recorded in our sermon archives. 

 Well, without further delay, let us then jump into the text. 

I.  The Falling Away and the Man of Sin 

 Let me begin by stating that everything Paul has stated up to this point (and in 1 

Thessalonians for that matter), stands or falls on the truth about the return (final coming) of 

Christ.  The whole motivation, meant to compel the Thessalonians onward, in the face of 

ongoing suffering and persecution, rests upon the reality of the bodily return of Christ.  And so, if 

what Paul has stated about that great event, is in any way flawed, then everything else he has 

stated (which is built upon that event) crumbles.  Knowing this, Paul deals here with a dangerous 

heresy that has begun to infiltrate the church, threatening to undo all that he has sought to 

accomplish in motivating the Thessalonians in the first letter.  If the Thessalonians are to 

persevere and rightly view their trials, as those which are all fixed in the sovereign hand of God, 
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who will make everything right when Christ returns, then they must have a correct understanding 

of the return of Christ, which they can grasp onto by faith.  Having this in mind then, let's look 

first at verses 1 and 2: 

  "Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 

together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by 

word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come." 

 And so, we begin by seeing that Paul is obviously concerned for the Thessalonians, 

because he recognizes that their faith can be shaken, if they begin to doubt all that he has said to 

them about the return of Christ, which was the primary source of their comfort during these 

difficult times of suffering.  Notice, he says, "we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or 

troubled."  What precedes and follows this plea, provides us with the substance of the truth that 

is under attack, which Paul will seek to better sure up, so as to re-solidify the foundation that he 

had laid in his first letter.   

 And so, we begin with the opening of his statement, which reads, "Now, brethren, 

concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you 

not to be soon shaken...etc."  What is Paul referring to here?  [Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, 

emphasizing verses 4:18 & 5:11] 

 In both, verses 4:18 and 5:11, Paul ends with the words, "Therefore comfort each other 

with these words" (and "edify" in 5:11).  Again, that glorious coming event, when Christ returns, 

bringing those who have "fallen asleep" with Him, to exercise vengeance on His enemies and to 

gather His people together with Him, was the very hope, upon which, all of Paul's 

encouragement to the Thessalonians had rested.  That final reality was the "comfort" and the 

"edification," from which, the Thessalonians were to constantly draw, in the midst of their 

ongoing sufferings and persecutions.  [See also 2 Thess. 1:9-10] 

 Now, back to our text in 2 Thessalonians 2, we find the reason why Paul pleads with the 

Thessalonians not to be shaken in mind or troubled concerning that great event.  "Now, brethren, 

concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 

not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, 

as though the day of Christ had come." 
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 And so, what is the theological threat here, which has begun to infiltrate the church at 

Thessalonica?  A heresy had made its way into the church, which had begun to shake the very 

foundation of their comfort and hope in the return of Christ.  News was spreading around that 

Christ may have already returned!  And this false teaching came to them, as if it had originated 

by an authority equal to the authority of the Apostles.  That's why Paul says, "Look, don't be 

shaken by any of this nonsense that has spread around, whether by spirit, by word of mouth or by 

letter, as if it came from us.  We never implied or said that Christ has already returned.  That is a 

blatant falsehood!" 

 Now, again, before we move on, consider the ramifications of embracing such a truth.  If 

Christ had indeed returned, then what happened with the Thessalonians?  What of all that Paul 

had said about them being gathered together with their loved ones who have already died (or had 

been killed)?  What of Christ gathering them together with Him?  Why were they left out?  And 

furthermore, why are they still terribly persecuted?  What happened to Christ executing judgment 

upon their enemies, and giving the Thessalonians rest?  You see, if Christ returned, either 

everything Paul had said, which was meant to comfort the Thessalonians, was a sham, and they 

have been and are suffering in vain, or Jesus has somehow forgotten about them, leaving them 

out of the glorious reunion that was to take place with Christ and His people.  You can certainly 

understand why such a word would shake and trouble them!  And so, this then compels Paul to 

prove that Christ had not yet returned, on the basis of particular events that must precede His 

return, and which clearly had not yet taken place.  This then brings us into the challenging 

section of the chapter. 

 "Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling 

away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts 

himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 

God, showing himself that he is God" (vs. 3-4). 

 Again, speaking against the heretical teaching that had begun to spread around, Paul 

adamantly states, "Let no one deceive you by any means..."  By spirit, word, letter or in any way, 

don't believe the lie, which will destroy the very foundation of your hope and drive you to seek 
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refuge somewhere else, outside of Christ.  Don't let anyone drive you away from the source of 

life and down the path of sin, because what you believe always affects how you live! 

 "...for that Day [the Day of the Lord; the Day of Christ's return] will not come unless" 

certain things happen first.  Certain events must take place, before that Day comes.  And here 

they are: "the falling away" and the revealing, activity and destruction of the "man of sin."  These 

two events make up the primary subject of all that is addressed from here up until the end of the 

chapter.  For now, then, we will attempt to consider these events, based upon what we are told in 

verses 3-4. 

 1) The "falling away."  What is the "falling away," which Paul references here, as one 

event that must take place, at some point before the return of Christ.  Now obviously, it is an 

event that is major in its scope, and we know this because Paul calls it "the" falling away, as if to 

designate it as some very specific and massive falling away that will make a significant mark in 

history.  This is something big!  And it is on the heels of this falling away, that the man of sin 

will emerge and be revealed, in fact, as a consequence of it.  Now, we'll get to the man of sin 

shortly, but let's just note a few more things about this "falling away" for the moment. 

 The whole concept of a "falling away," implies that there was something, away from 

which, the thing that falls away, actually falls away from.  In our context, it is clear that this 

falling away is a falling away from the truth.  The reason I say this is threefold: First,  the whole 

demeanor of all that Paul states in the context of this event involves an atmosphere that is 

fostered by the working of Satan himself (this will become crystal clear as we continue to work 

through the whole of the text).  Secondly, this falling away opens up the door for the rise of the 

man of sin.  Something very wrong, leads to the emerging of this wicked person.  Thirdly, the 

whole concept of "falling away," carries with it negative connotations, implying that whatever 

fell, fell from something good and landed into something bad.   

 To where does this then lead us?  Well, a "falling away" of this scope implies a time of 

great apostasy for the Lord's church.  In other words, even as the great light of the gospel has 

spread worldwide, with churches springing up all throughout the world, there will be a time 

(from the future standpoint of the Thessalonians) where the church, at large, will go astray, 

setting the stage for the man of sin to come in and reek havoc.  The light of the church will 
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dwindle down to a flicker, for a time.  Now, understand, I am not saying that the church will be 

dead or nonexistent, but it will suffer a great regression, leading many astray, for a time, giving 

place to the reign and influence of the man of sin.  It will be a very dark time.  That is what is 

meant by this "falling away."  This "falling away" is one event (from the standpoint of the 

Thessalonians) that had to precede the return of Christ.  Now brethren, I emphasize "from the 

standpoint of the Thessalonians" because I strongly believe that this falling away has already 

taken place (from our standpoint), and history makes this case well.  I also believe that the man 

of sin has been revealed (right in line with the teachings of this text), but I will hold off on 

getting overly specific for the moment, allowing some of that to spill out further in the weeks 

ahead, when we work through more of the text.   

 2) The "Man of Sin."  Having contemplated the "falling away," let me make a few 

comments about the "man of sin," mentioned here in the text, before we work toward considering  

a few closing thoughts and applications for this morning. 

 First, we note that the man of sin is revealed, when the falling away takes place.  Again, 

he in fact, emerges out of it.  The falling away sets the stage for his appearance.  The regression 

of the church (its great spiritual declension) opens up the door for him to deceive many and to 

turn people away from the truth.  And it is key here to realize that this "man of sin" is one who is 

revealed.  That is to say that, when he arrives, the true people of God can identify him.  He 

emerges, and while he deceives many, the true church knows who he is.  He is "revealed," not 

hidden.   

 Furthermore, this "man of sin" is called "the son of perdition," indicating that while he 

will cause much harm and destruction, he is also destined for condemnation and eternal hell fire.  

He carries many to hell; he is the man of sin who will cause many to stumble, but he himself is a 

son of hell, ultimately destined for utter destruction.  In all of these things, we certainly note that 

he is a specific person, used by Satan himself, to reek much havoc in the world.  Many, many 

will be turned into hell because of him.  And he must arrive before Christ returns (again, from the 

standpoint of the Thessalonians, this is obviously future).  

 And what are some of the chief characteristics that are found in him?  While this will 

carry over into the next few messages, we begin here by noting that he "opposes and exalts 
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himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 

God, showing himself that he is God" (vs. 3-4).   

 He opposes God in every sense of the word.  He seeks to counter all that is contained in 

the revealed will of God.  Furthermore, he exalts himself above all that is called God or that is 

worshiped.  He seeks to take a seat that is higher than the Trinity.  He dares attempt to stand in 

the way of God, robbing God of His worship, and seeking all worship for himself.  He is anti-

Christ in every way, taking up Satan's offer, as it were, which Christ rejected, to bow the knee to 

Satan that he might be given rule over the nations.  And to that end, he attempts to take what is 

rightfully Christ's, all authority in heaven and earth and under the earth.   

 He sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.  He takes advantage 

of the falling away of the church, and sets himself up in the church, deceptively replacing the 

worship of God with the worship of himself.  And many fall in line with the deception, having 

already been spiritually weakened and crippled by the falling away.   

 Again, all of this is obvious to those who have not been carried away by the deception; to 

those who cling to the Word, being filled with the Holy Spirit.  These are majors events that 

intrude upon the church, which our Lord Jesus Christ, through His Apostles had built.  All that 

was protected and grounded in the truth of the gospel of the first century, will be attacked from 

within, and a large wave of deception will sweep through the church and deceive many.  

Christianity and the church will be greatly compromised, because of the falling away, which sets 

the tone for this gross intruder!   

 Next time, we will delve deeper into these things, but for now, suffice it to say that Paul's 

ultimate goal here was to assure the Thessalonians that Christ had not yet returned.  At the least, 

these very significant and large scale events needed to take place first. 

II.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Having worked through our main text for this morning, brethren, let us then conclude our 

time by considering a few relevant closing thoughts and applications: 

 1)  Brethren, let us ever beware of the fact that there are two general ways in which Satan 

utilizes this world's resources to attack Christ's church.  He utilizes wicked, powerful dictators 
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and governments to harass and persecute the church.  And in this sense, the threat of bodily 

harm, torture and even physical death are cast against the church, with the intention of bringing 

about compromise.  But then, with much more subtlety, often times, the enemy will also attack 

the church from within, seeking to infiltrate her gates with damnable, heretical doctrines that 

would drive them away from Christ and His grace.  Both of these general forms of attack may 

break down into various, specific means, but these are the general forms nonetheless.   

 While we may be headed toward the first form of attack, which is more common in other 

areas of the world where Christians are persecuted and put to death for their faith, at this time, 

most of what we have faced and will face is the temptation to compromise doctrinally, especially 

when so many other so-called churches are doing so.  And this, brethren, is why we have a 

confession of faith, upon which our church rests (get to know that document).  Doctrine matters!  

The falling away, herein described, takes place, in part, because the church has failed to protect 

the doctrine that was instilled in her, from the time of the Apostles. 

 And so, let us be aware of these two forms of attack, and let us be ready to do whatever is 

necessary to stand firm and faithful to the end.  And brethren, let us be a people of prayer, 

recognizing that it doesn't take much to set any or all of us off track, at any given moment.  We 

need grace and we need the One who walks among the Lampstands, to continually trim our wick, 

and to continually provide us with oil, so that we might shine brightly, revealing the glory of our 

great God to all! 

 2) While there may be debate about when the falling away and the revealing of the man 

of sin has or will come about, let us be certain that the coming of Christ, as referenced in this 

text, has certainly not yet taken place.  In other words, the return of Christ, as described in this 

text, is yet, future for us.  Now, I say this because there are well meaning Christians, who might 

suggest that this particular coming is referencing what happened in AD70 when Christ came in 

judgment against Jerusalem, through Titus and the Romans.   

 While there is warrant to speak of God's coming in judgment, at times, in a metaphorical 

sense, when God brings judgment upon a people, by use of various means, this here is, no doubt, 

referring to the final, bodily coming of Christ.  One key reason that I mention this is that the 

gathering together of Christ's elect to Himself, bringing those who have passed away together 
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with those who are still alive when He returns, certainly has not happened.  What is stated here is 

in keeping with the final resurrection of the dead, which has not yet taken place.  Now, I believe 

there are other evidences given inside and outside of our text, which confirm this, but I will leave 

it here for now.  Some of those things will probably come out in the weeks ahead.  Suffice it to 

say for now, that at the very least, the coming of Christ here described, has not yet taken place.  

This is not a reference to the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem in AD70. 

 3) Finally, recognize friends, that Christ will return!  This is not a fairytale.  You might 

say, "Well look, two thousand years have already passed...etc."  God is long suffering and 

patient, but don't take that for granted.  People mocked Noah during his day, but the flood came, 

and when it did, it was too late for all who had not entered the ark (which was the entire world, 

less Noah and his family).  And there are fossils all over the world to confirm this.  The people of 

Sodom and Gomorrah thought the party would go on and on, until God sent two angels into that 

city to level it with fire and sulfur.  If you go to the place where Sodom and Gomorrah once 

stood, you will find an excess of sulfur and ash in the minerals that sit in that barren territory.   

 Don't test God.  Don't hold His grace and patience in contempt.  If Christ should return in 

your day, or if you go to him sooner, your destiny will be unalterable forever from that moment 

on.  You're talking about the destiny of your never dying soul!  Isn't that important to you?  

Friends, don't die in your sin!  Repent now, and flee to Christ for mercy and grace, before it is 

too late! 

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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